
Mitsch Bush provides 
state legislative update

EAGLE — Rep. Diane Mitsch Bush, 
D-Steamboat Springs, and the rest of the 
House of Representatives wrapped up the 
70th general assembly on Wednes-
day, and she hosted a legislative 
update and community conversa-
tion at the Eagle County Building 
on Thursday.

Mitsch Bush, who represents Ea-
gle and Routt counties, said she is 
proud of her accomplishments this 
session despite a split chamber and 
budgetary constraints.

“When we worked together, put-
ting aside petty partisan politics, we passed 
legislation to enhance economic and educa-
tional opportunities for all, strengthen our 
communities and safeguard our environ-
ment,” Mitsch Bush wrote in her wrap-up.

The state’s budget was first presented 
with $370 million in cuts, Mitsch Bush 
said, and the Joint Budget Committee 
worked for months to present a balanced 
budget.

The committee ultimately passed a bud-
get that increases K-12 per-pupil aver-
age spending by $112 to $7,425; averts a 
possible $20 million cut to higher educa-
tion; sets $150 million in transfers to the 
highway fund; maintains the statutory 6.5 
percent budget reserve; and avoids cuts to 
payment rates for medical providers.

Mitsch Bush said she is proud of the 
cooperation involved to pass the budget, 
which also included a compromise to make 
a moderate cut of $111,652 to the Air Pol-
lution Control Division instead of the orig-
inally proposed $8 million. It also adopted 
a Senate amendment for suicide prevention 
funding.

I’M JUST A BILL
Mitsch Bush said she never had a pro-

posed bill die in the house, although a few 
were shut down in the Senate.

Several of her bills either signed into law 
or awaiting Gov. John Hickenlooper’s sig-
nature include:

HB1194: Provides opportunities for be-
ginner farmers and ranchers by creating a 
tax deduction to those who lease to young 
ranchers. Mitsch Bush worked with Rep. 
Jon Becker (R-Fort Morgan) on this bill, 
among others.

HB1259: Cuts red tape for local district 
colleges, including Colorado Mountain Col-
lege, saving them time and money. Mitsch 

Bush worked with Rep. Jim Wilson, 
R-Salida.

HB1354: Allows a new tool for 
school districts to ask voters to ap-
prove a mill levy increase to allow 
them to essentially implement a 
pay-as-you-go system. Mitsch Bush 
worked with Becker.

SB145: Clarifies statute for the 
Colorado River District in an 
effort to make the creation of sub 

districts less bureaucratic. Mitsch Bush 
worked with Rep. Yeulin Willet, R-Mesa 
County.

SB21: Creates an annual Colorado Public 
Lands Day and was introduced in the Sen-
ate by Sen. Kerry Donovan, D-Vail.

“That’s what I do,” Mitsch Bush said, “I 
work across the aisle.”

Mitsch Bush also co-sponsored bills 
HB1336, which will study pooling the state 
as a whole for health insurance purpos-
es, and HB1109, which clarifies Colorado 
Water Law permits in federally managed 
lands. Both bills passed this year.

‘KEEP TRYING’
A few bills passed with wide support in 

the House but were killed in the Senate. 
HB1039 was a “real head scratcher,” 

Mitsch Bush. Known as the Tire Bill, it 
would have reduced road closures and de-
lays on Interstate 70 by requiring passen-
ger vehicles to have adequate tires, chains 
or alternate traction devices. The bill failed 
last year, too.

“We’ll just keep trying,” she said.
Michael Cacioppo, R-Eagle County, 

will be running against Mitsch Bush in 
November.

The first session of the 71st general as-
sembly convenes Jan. 11.
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CO F F EE          F OOD               D R I N K

proudly brewed with
art isan beans by
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CHILDREN’S MENU AVAILABLE
EDWARDS, CO • 926-3613

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 11AM-CLOSE
gratuity on original amount • no offers may be combined

30% OFF 
ALL BOTTLES  

OF WINE

$23.95 
COMBO 
SPECIAL 

Lobster Tail, Shrimp & 
Waygu Sirloin 

OR 
Buffalo Tenderloin, Buffalo 
Sausage & Grilled Quail

30% OFF 
DINNER 
ENTREES

PICK YOUR DEAL

Happy HOUR • 4:30-6pm Daily • 30% OFF DRINKS & APPETIZERS

Do Something 
great for you!
avon  970.748.1600
next to Starbucks

West Vail  970.748.1600
inside the holiday inn

call today or book online at:
simplymassage.com

$75 60 minute  
session

where the locals go!

voted best massage  
since 2006

Ask about our package deal - Buy 5 get 1 FREE

$65 60 minute
session

Off Season Pricing!

Next to Starbucks

West Vail 970.748.1600
Inside the Holiday Inn

Avon 970.748.1600

Ask about our package deal - Buy 5 get 1 FREEReservations: 949-1423 | On the north side of I-70 in north Avon

3-Course Dinner
APPETIZER

Choose Tuna Tartare, Filet Mignon Egg Roll, or Caesar Salad.

ENTREE
Choose from Fresh Angus Filet Mignon, Fresh Organic Chicken, 

Chicken Fried Filet Mignon, Fresh Salmon, Fresh Angus Prime Rib, 
Fresh Rocky Mountain Trout, Noah’s Vegetable Tart, or Fresh 

Homemade Meatballs and Spaghetti. Choose our large cut Prime Rib, 
Filet Mignon, or Braised Lamb Shank for an additional $5.

DESSERT
Your choice of our homemade dessert of the day 

or our all-natural homemade ice cream.

$25.95

We’re here to feed you, 
not to tease you.

20% OFF  

ALL BOTTLES OF W
INE

*$5 Minimum Berverage Charge per Meal
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