
Commentary TRANSPARENCY
A basic tenet of a healthy democracy is open dialogue and transparency. 

Peter Fenn

Got a quick Hit or Miss about issues, 
decisions or goings-on in the valley? 
Send yours to editor@vaildaily.com to be 
included.

MISS: From a reader to “all the dog own-
ers who do not pick up after their dogs at 
Nottingham Lake. It’s disgusting. There 
are baggies available all around the lake, so 
there is no excuse.”

HIT: From the Eagle County 4-H clubs 
to “Sam Pothier, manager of the Avon 
Walmart, for the generous grant to the Ea-
gle County 4-H clubs for year-end awards 
and scholarships. Thank you!”

MISS: From a reader to “the Vail Daily 
and its advertisers for having the ‘today’ 
syndrome. Time and again ads and articles 
about events, sales, seminars, concerts, etc. 
tell us the events are ‘today!’ with 12 hours 
or less notice for us to plan on attending 
said event. It would be nice to have a little 
more time, like a day or two to plan ahead 
just a little bit. Thanks.”

HIT: To moose. Just give them room. 
Some believe them the most dangerous of 
the wild animals in our midst. They are 
big, unpredictable and don’t like dogs very 
much.

MISS: To cost overruns for the Vail Golf 
Club clubhouse. Yes, we get that extended 
litigation delayed the start of construction. 
Surely snow and complications inherent 
in working an old building can’t be all that 
surprising, though — at least not $4 million 
in surprises. The finished project no doubt 
will be terrific. The problem lies in being 
able to trust government to build on budget, 
or even close to it. The overruns only erode 
what trust citizens have in these things.

MISS: To the gap in rhetoric between 
union organizers among Beaver Creek 
ski instructors expressing concerns about 
challenges with management and working 
conditions, and management extolling the 
successes in building a wonderful working 
environment. 

HIT: To Mikaela Shiffrin and her rather 
incredible unbeaten streak in World Cup 
slaloms she competes in. We’re talking the 
past seven, going back more than a year. 
Girl blows out a knee and comes back in 
the same season to pick up right where she 
left off.

MISS: To local Republicans looking in 
about as much disarray as the national 
party. No vote for presidential candidates 
in their caucus. No local candidates for our 
most important position, county commis-
sioner. Looking for the moment like they’ve 
been Trumped.

HIT: To the local Democratic caucus 
breaking attendance records. It’s not hard 
to tell who has the energy right now.

HIT: To new Habitat for Humanity Re-
Store director, long, longtime Salt Creek 
denizen, pick-setter and shotmaker at 
noontime hoops Craig Colby. Glad to have 
you back in town where you belong and out 
of the Texas frying pan.

MISS: To spring. Not yet, dammit, not 
yet. (Even though the early bicycle rides are 
kind of nice.)

HIT: To the town of Gypsum offering to 
maintain the baseball field at Eagle Valley 
High School to everyone’s benefit. Talk 
about your golden glove governments.

HIT: To penguins. You all know what 
we’re talking about.

We have 
a right to 

know
Do you have a right to know how your tax 

dollars are spent? An affirmative answer 
seems like a bipartisan no-brainer. So why 
would the Republican-controlled Colora-
do Senate State Affairs committee squash a 
bill sponsored by Sen. 
Irene Aguilar (D-Den-
ver) acknowledging and 
protecting your right 
to know? Aguilar’s bill 
emerged from the expo-
sure of misconduct. 

A 2015 audit of a com-
munity-centered board 
in the Denver metro 
area revealed extensive 
financial malfeasance. 
Thousands of parents 
across Colorado depend on local commu-
nity-centered boards to provide services for 
their adult children with developmental dis-
abilities. Community-centered boards provide 
recreational and entertainment opportunities, 
vocational training, employment and respite 
care. Some even operate residential facilities 
so adults with developmental disabilities can 
live quasi-independent lives. Community-cen-
tered boards are nonprofit organizations, but 
largely taxpayer funded. Most of the funding 
for community-centered boards comes from 
Medicaid. In the case of Rocky Mountain 
Human Services their administrative costs 
exceeded what was reasonable and custom-
ary. Their expenses included providing Costco 
memberships to their employees, paying for 
home Internet service, and funding a going 
away party. Most galling was that their direc-
tor’s salary was nearly half a million dollars 
annually — or more than twice what the av-
erage nonprofit director in the Denver metro 
area is paid. He has been fired.

To ensure this does not happen in the fu-
ture, and to require more accountability, Agu-
ilar proposed Senate Bill 16-038. According 
to The Colorado Independent, Aguilar’s bill 
would require “(community-centered boards) 
receiving more than 75 percent of their annu-
al funding from public sources ... to provide 
detailed financial records and other informa-
tion when requested by the public. Aguilar’s 
measure also has the state auditor conducting 
performance audits of (community-centered 
boards) at least once every five years.” 

The community-centered board that serves 
Eagle County is Mountain Valley Develop-
mental Services in Glenwood Springs. A 
visit to the Mountain Valley Developmental 
Services website reveals extensive program-
ing for people with development disabilities. 
Additionally, audits from the past two years 
are available online. By all accounts Mountain 
Valley Developmental Services appears to be 
a reputable and fiscally responsible organi-
zation. So is Aguilar’s bill legislative overkill 
based on one bad apple? Maybe, but consider 
that when the Denver Post investigated com-
munity-centered boards they found, “Most of 
the boards refused to release copies of their 
budgets when requested by The Denver Post.”

This seems like a tangent but I promise 
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‘Yes’ on Eagle’s Ballot Issue 1
Friends, I’m asking for your help 

to convert a sketchy trash-laden 
dirt lot at Eagle’s front door into 
a family-friendly amazing river 
park. In order to move this project 
forward and leverage other funding, we 
need your “yes” vote on Ballot Issue 1 this 
April in the town of Eagle.

Ballot Issue 1 asks voters to increase 

sales tax by up to 0.5 percent to generate 
revenue for the design, construction and 

maintenance of a new Eagle River 
Park. In addition, revenue from 
the tax can be used to improve and 
maintain the town’s existing parks, 
recreational facilities and paved 

paths. It is estimated that approximate-
ly 60 percent of the sales tax will be paid 
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it is pertinent: Thanks to Mitt Romney, 
people are beginning to wonder just what 
bodies are hidden in Donald Trump’s tax 
returns. And thanks to Bernie Sanders’ 
relentless harangues, voters are wondering 
just what promises Hillary Clinton made to 
Wall Street when they paid her handsome 
speaking fees. The seeds of innuendo imply 
that lack of transparency means they must 
be hiding something. 

When I reached out to Mountain Valley 
Developmental Services their director, Mr. 
Bruce Christensen, was remarkably prompt 
and thorough in his reply to me. His objec-
tion to Aguilar’s bill was that it would raise 
administrative costs, money that would 
otherwise go to services for their clients. 
Mountain Valley Developmental Services 
works hard to keep their administrative 
expenses admirably low (9 percent) so that 
most of their funding goes to services. As 
much as I appreciate that, I would still 
rather they pay the increased administra-
tive costs if it meant that no communi-
ty-centered boards in the future uses public 
funds for perks, parties and super-sized 
salaries. 

And here is where we get to the “House 
of Cards” aspect of this imbroglio; all the 
Colorado community-centered boards be-
long to Alliance Colorado. Alliance is a lob-
bying group. All the community-centered 
boards pay dues to Alliance. Since many 
community-centered boards do not release 
their financial records, and under current 
law they are not compelled to, the exact 
amount they pay to Alliance is not known. 
The Denver Post was able to examine some 
records and showed payments to Alliance 
as low as $600 and as high as $42,909. 
Remember, that is taxpayer dollars paying 
for lobbying.

Did Alliance get to the Republicans in 
the Senate? Or does Aguilar lack the clout 
to wheel and deal to get her legislation 
passed? Is life imitating art when we can-
not get legislators to agree that it is a good 
idea to keep an eye on those spending pub-
lic money without Frank Underwood-style 
agreements? It is our money. We have a 
right to know how it is spent. 

Claire Noble is the author of “State-
Sponsored Sex and Other Tales of 
International Misadventure.” She can be 
found online at www.clairenoble.org or 
follow her on Twitter @byClaireNoble.

by visitors to Eagle rather than residents, 
which can be then further leveraged with 
additional funding sources.

The Eagle River Park will demonstrate 
that we value this great resource by con-
verting an existing tractor trailer truck 
parking lot into a sustainable, environ-
mentally responsible public park which 
directly supports our family-friendly 
recreation-based economy. It will include 
world-class whitewater wave features and a 
beach area in what is currently a degraded 
river bank littered with trash. The improve-
ments will also improve water quality, fish 
habitat, river access, safety and stabilize the 
river bank.

The river park will be an exceptional 
and unique amenity that will distinguish 
Eagle from other communities. Other 
communities, including Salida, Bue-
na Vista and Golden have proven that 
dynamic, vibrant communities prosper 
near rivers when amenities such as parks, 
trails, beaches and whitewater features 
exist. The park’s high visibility from I-70 
will encourage travelers to stop to spend 
time and money in Eagle, as well as spur 

the desired infill mixed-use development 
within our pedestrian-friendly downtown 
core area. As a result, the town’s economy 
will benefit from increased visitor spend-
ing and opportunities for new and existing 
businesses.

Please join me in supporting this mean-
ingful iconic gateway project by mailing in 
or dropping off your “yes” vote on Ballot 
Issue 1 to the town of Eagle to get this 
park built as an amazing quality of life and 
economic development improvement. Our 
town and future generations are worth it.

Adam Palmer
Eagle

WRITE A LETTER!
What’s on your mind? Share your insights 
with the rest of the community. What’s going 
well, not so well? Send your letter to letters@
vaildaily.com. Letter and column submissions 
must include the author’s name, hometown 
and phone number (for verification of author-
ship only). Because of space constraints, please 
try to limit your letter to 500 words. By submit-
ting a letter, you are granting permission for 
the Daily to publish it on the paper’s website. 
Email Ed Stoner at estoner@vaildaily.com for 
more information. 
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Do Something 
great for you!
avon  970.748.1600
next to Starbucks

West Vail  970.748.1600
inside the holiday inn

call today or book online at:
simplymassage.com

$75 60 minute  
session

where the locals go!

voted best massage  
since 2006

Ask about our package deal - Buy 5 get 1 FREE

69 edwards access rd  i  970.926.6628

open daily  i  dine in  i  pick up  i  delivery

Try the new japanese 
dishes from our 
sushi bar

live 
scallop

•
monkfish 

liver
•

green 
mussel

Happy Hour 3-6pm 
and  

10pm-Midnight Daily!
$3.50 Deep Eddy Vodka 

and $1 apps
Order  on l ine  avonch inagarden . com or  ca l l  970.949.4986

LARGE PHO, AND  
VEGGIE SPRING  

ROLLS FOR 
$15.99!

Hours: 11am to 2am • 100 W Beaver Creek Blvd Avon

CHINESE DELIVERY FROM  
VAIL TO EDWARDS! 11AM-2AM DAILY!
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