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Schools explore funding needs
District hosts town hall meetings to talk to residents about 

its financial situation and a potential ballot question.  A3

MOONLIT ADVENTURE

A group of friends 
warms up next to 
a campfire after a 
midnight full-moon 
ski adventure in the 
Vail area on Saturday. 
A strong storm will 
bring snow back into 
the forecast starting 
Saturday, according to 
OpenSnow.com mete-
orologist Joel Gratz.
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“The last time local housing impacted 
business to this degree was seven 
years ago.” VALLEY VOICES, A6



Meetings to deal with school district funding

EAGLE — The school district 
has said clearly and repeatedly 
that it needs more money and will 
likely ask you for it.

Determining how much and 
how it would be spent is the goal 
of four town hall meetings sched-
uled over the next two weeks.

“As we consider the viability of 
a possible bond question in No-
vember for capital improvements, 
there are a number of key deci-
sions that we need to make across 
the community,” said Jason Glass, 
superintendent of Eagle County 
Schools.

The four town hall meetings 
will cover five basic topics:

 ■ A demographic study and 
the impact of projected growth in 
Eagle County.

 ■ Facility needs, including 
educational and physical, taking 
capacity into account.

 ■ Security and how to provide 
a high level of safety. 

 ■ Technology both for infra-
structure and educational needs.

 ■ Grade configuration options.

FOLLOWING THE MONEY
The money trail begins with the 

Great Recession, although no one 
seems to be able to explain what 
was so great about it.

In the course of two years, state 
funding cuts forced the school 
board to slash $9 million and 90 
jobs.

Along with the job cuts, local 
schools pushed back millions of 
dollars in maintenance projects, 
ranging from roofs to restrooms, 
from buses to boilers. How many 
millions it could cost to repair ev-
erything that needs it is still being 
determined, Glass said.

What is clear, though, is that 
the school district will have to 
turn to the community for direct 
financial support, since state 
funding is expected to be flat 
again this year, Glass said.

That will come in one of two 
proposals.

1. A property tax increase.
2. Multi-year bonds.

That, and deciding what the 
money would be used for, is 
where your input comes in, Glass 
said. At some schools you’ll have 
design choices to work through 
— what to remodel and what to 
replace.

In 2010, government funding 
was cut at all levels and will stay 
cut because Colorado’s Taxpayer 
Bill of Rights Amendment caps 
tax revenue increases at popula-
tion growth plus inflation.

In other words, local schools 
will face flat state budgets as 
much of the state’s private sector 
economy continues to grow, Glass 
said.

GROWING POPULATION
Speaking of growth, Eagle 

County’s population could grow 
another 41,000 by 2040, accord-
ing to Colorado’s State Demogra-
pher’s office. The state’s forecast 
ranks Eagle County as Colorado’s 
seventh-fastest growing county 
in percentage, not in population 
numbers.

Last summer’s state count put 
Eagle County’s estimated popu-
lation at 53,303. State demog-
rapher Elizabeth Garner said 

this year is on track to be Eagle 
County’s fastest growing year 
since 2006.

When the recession hit, Eagle 
County’s population dropped by 
around 12,000 people, as the 
county hemorrhaged 6,000 jobs, 
mostly in construction. State data 
indicates that Eagle County’s 2015 
labor force grew 6 percent over 
the year before. Across a 5 county 
region — Eagle, Grand, Jack-
son, Pitkin and Summit coun-
ties — the region gained 4,826 
jobs, a 7.1 percent increase. Much 
of that was in construction and 
agriculture.

Eagle County’s population 
forecast is based on projected job 
growth. However, Eagle Coun-
ty’s average income is $42,588, 
well below the state average of 
$51,428. Pair that with the high 
cost and low inventory of housing 
and people might look elsewhere 
to settle, said Rachel Lunney, di-
rector of the Northwest Colorado 
Council of Governments Econom-
ic Development District. 

We’ve been through this before. 
Eagle County’s population grew 
by 30,000 people between 1980 
and 2000.

We’re also not in this alone. 
Rocky Mountain PBS report-
ed that 2.3 million people are 
expected to move to Colorado by 
2040, pushing the state popula-
tion to 7.8 million. About half of 
those 2.3 million new comers are 
expected to land in the Denver 
area. 

Staff Writer Randy Wyrick can 
be reached at 970-748-2935 and 
rwyrick@vaildaily.com.

By Randy Wyrick
rwyrick@vaildaily.com

Budget cuts forced 
local schools to defer 
millions in maintenance

IF YOU GO ...
What: Town hall meetings with 
Eagle County Schools.
When and where: Today, 6 p.m., 
Red Sandstone Elementary 
School, Vail. Monday, 6 p.m., 
Eagle Valley High School, 
Gypsum. Tuesday, 6 p.m., Eagle 
Valley Elementary School and 
Eagle Valley Middle School, 
Eagle. Feb. 9, 6 p.m., Vail Ski & 
Snowboard Academy, Maloit 
Park, Minturn.
More information: You can hear 
about the condition of buildings, 
provide ideas for possible im-
provements and make sugges-
tions about how to pay for it.

Complete Remodel - Mountain Contemporary

• Great outdoor living space and spectacular 
mountain views

• 3 bd / 3 ba fully furnished
• Full time front desk staff
• Summer pool • Indoor jacuzzi
• Vail Village approximately 1 mile
• Easy bus access

FALLRIDGE #307

281 Bridge Street, Vail
(970) 476-1450
www.brandesscadmus.com
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Real Estate, Inc.

Offered at $1,275,000

970-949-6702
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36 YEARS  and counting!
Your #1 Source for AT&T  

We have access to
ALL THE BEST

PHONES and 
TABLETS on the planet!

Learn more.
970-477-7184 

Learn more.
970-477-7184 

2271 N. Frontage Rd., Vail 
970-688-5676

Open until 3am 
every Friday & 

Saturday

RESORT 
EMPLOYEES!

Use your benefits 
this season!

Modern Dental Associates
970.926.4321  |  Located in Riverwalk

Paula S. Barclay, RDH
Laura R. Merlihan, RDH

Clifton Harris, DDS
970.926.2121

 In Edwards Plaza Between I 70 And Hwy 6

Pork, Chicken or Vegetarian...

Fresh • Authentic • Delicious

by the Dozen or Entrée!

Handmade Tamales

READY TO EAT OR READY TO HEAT

New Mexican Cafe & Cantina
− since 1989 −Mon-Fri 10:30a-10p • Sat & Sun 7:30a-10p

The Vail Daily | Thursday, January 28, 2016 | A3


