
COMMENTARY
Save Red Cliff

Does Red Cliff suck? No! Why have I 
lived here for 35 years? There is a business 
that wants to move into town that’s going 
to make everything even better for us. Take 
an image of a “real” snowmobile/ATV oper-
ation (Camp Hale) and picture in the heart 
of our beloved community of Red 
Cliff — wall to wall. Maybe in a 
couple of years we’ll see a park-
ing structure with machines and 
employee parking three stories 
tall. Has the humble business that’s been 
operating in town been a successful exper-
iment? Has the experience improved your 
quality of life? Enhanced your day to day 
living, or enriched your property values?

Yeah, Red Cliff really sucks (not). What 
can we do to make it better? How about 
doubling the population every weekend 
(Man of the Cliff)? We need some noise; 
not a lot, just enough so you feel the com-
fort of Interstate 70. I love the sound of 
snowmobile skis on asphalt and, in the 
summer, the dust of a thousand camels 
except when the road gets tracked up with 
mud (the town will take care of that). Pick-
ing up the mail won’t be a problem; the cop 
we’ll hire to manage the influx will be paid 
for by the new tax revenue. (Calm down! A 
space will open soon.) We’ll show those Vail 
snobs; we won’t charge for plastic bags. 
Maybe we can fill balloons with fossil fuel 
exhaust for the kids. Our property values 
will bounce back after the deflated resi-
dences are sold for pennies and forgotten.

Are the people pulling the strings to 
guide this circus your friends? Do they 
have your interests close to their hearts? 

You say, “Live and let live.” They say, “We 
know a way to make a whole lot of money, 
and I hope you stay out of my way”.

Poor business decisions are falling all 
over each other. One seems to beget the 
next. We are each responsible for our-
selves. If you give up your town, then you 
only have yourself to blame. Only you can 

protect your interests. Consum-
er beware — you will be fleeced. 
What has happened to the ghosts 
of Black Hawk? Where are the 
children? How many families 

forced out is OK?
People ask, “So what kind of business 

would you propose?” I don’t know, a freak-
ing petting zoo.

How about having a community? Let’s 
find a way to not screw up what we have. 
What or who is making our property values 
go up? I know of eight vacation homes. 
Nice — less traffic, more value with peace 
and quiet into the future with self-deter-
mination instead of harnessed to a bad 
business idea. 

I would suggest going all the way — ban 
all motorized recreational vehicle rentals 
from Red Cliff. Save all the homes. We 
could be the “green” mountain community 
— the folks that care about all their neigh-
bors. Save the Turkey Creek Road residenc-
es from the wolves.

Jake Spears
Red Cliff

Good trends in Cordillera
I’m writing this to share the positive 
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2015 BUILDING CODE BBQ
Monday, May 18  |   Noon - 2 p.m.
In celebration of Building Safety Month, area building officials are 
hosting a free barbecue at the I-70 Regional Transportation Operations 
Facility, 500 Swift Gulch Road. Architects, contractors and other 
members of the building community are encouraged to attend. For 
more information, contact William Gray, building official, Town of Avon, 
at 970.748.4011.

EMERGENCY RESPONSE RECOGNITION
Thursday, May 21  |   Begins at 10:30 a.m.
Members of the public are invited to join Eagle County Emergency 
Responders for the 14th annual emergency responder recognition 
day. Participants will gather at Freedom Park in Edwards to line up 
for a “Ride in Remembrance” event featuring motorcycles, classic 
cars and emergency response vehicles. The procession will travel 
to Donovan Park in Vail, followed by a Tribute to Our Fallen Heroes. 
Lunch will be served following the program. For more information, or 
to register for the Ride in Remembrance, please call Moses Gonzales 
at 970.376.6952.

SPECIAL OLYMPICS TORCH RUN
Friday, May 22  |  Begins at 8:30 a.m.
Eagle County law enforcement agencies will join with Special Olympics 
in hosting its annual Torch Run. The run will cover 40 miles along US 
Highway 6 and ends at 4 p.m. with a celebratory picnic, sponsored by 
the Four Seasons Resort and Residences Vail. To find out how you can 
participate, visit vailgov.com.

STAY @vailgov  |  @vailtowncouncil  |  @vailpublibrary  |  @vailpolice  |  @vailfire
INFORMED vail police  |  vail fire  |  vail library

5:00 pm  |   Regular Meeting Discussion Topics (early start)

• DRB/PEC Report (10 min.)
• Information Update (5 min.)
 -  Proposed Dates for Community Picnics, July 14 and Aug. 11
 -  Eagle County District Attorney Follow-up Investigation 
  Correspondence
 -  Commission on Special Events May 6 Draft Meeting Minutes
 -  Revised May 5 Revenue Highlights
 -  Ford Park Maintenance Update
• Matters from the Mayor, Council and Committee Reports (15 min.)
• Executive Session, pursuant to: 1) C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(b) - to receive 
 legal advice on specific legal questions Re: update on pending 
 litigation Town of Vail, Staufer Commercial LLC and Vail Village Inn, 
 Inc. v. Village Inn Plaza – Phase V Condominium Association and 
 Town of Vail Case No. 2014CV30259 (20 min.) 
• Citizen Participation (10 min.)
• Consent Agenda (5 min.)
 -  Minutes from April 21 Meeting
 -  Approval of Vail Police Department Budget Adjustments 
  Memorandum
 -  TIGER VII Grant Application Letter of Support
 -  Charging Stations Grant and Budget Memorandum
• Any Action as a Result of Executive Session (5 min.)
• Town Manager’s Report (5 min.)
• Vail Youth Recognition Award (10 min.)
• 2015 Burton US Open Snowboarding Championships Wrap Up 
 Report (30 min.)
• Vail Municipal Site Redevelopment Parking Structure Options 
 (30 min.)

Note: Afternoon work session has been canceled. The town has moved to a 
paperless system. All council agendas, ordinances, resolutions, staff memos 
and other materials are available at vailpublic.novusagenda.com

TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA   |   TUESDAY, MAY 19, 2015
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Dr. Dennis Lipton is a board-certified 
internal medicine physician who 
specializes in the prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment of diseases 
in adults of all ages. His interests in 
fitness and nutrition provide guidance 
for patients wishing to achieve 
optimal health and longevity. Call 
now to schedule an appointment.

No referral necessary. Check with your insurance provider.

•  DR. DENNIS LIPTON  |   Internal Medicine

Achieve optimal health.
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news that is coming from the Cordillera real estate 
community.

Buyers are, on a whole, feeling positive. People feel like 
the economy is stable and that the stock market doing well. 
They also feel like the Club at Cordillera is doing well, as 
evidenced by the new memberships that are being sold. 
Between the stable club and the stable economy and the 
fact that we have great homes, we’re seeing a lot of positive 
response on the real estate front. 

Property sales are on the rise: There were five properties 
sold in February with eight properties going under con-
tract in the same month. Property values continue to show 
healthy growth: In the last 12 months, we’ve sold six homes 
for more than $3 million each, which is twice the number 
that we sold last year. We’re seeing more new homes being 
built: Seven houses were built in 2013 and 2014 combined; 
there are 12 homes scheduled to be built thus far in 2015. 

It’s not just homes that we’re seeing sell: The prices for 
land sold has more than doubled since this time last year; 
the average price for a parcel was $118,000 last year and 
this year its average price is $258,000. People have confi-
dence in Cordillera, and they’re putting money into it. 

I share these numbers to illustrate the continuing recov-
ery that we’re seeing in the Vail Valley as evidenced by one 
community.

I contribute this success not only to general stabiliza-
tion of the economy, but also to changes that we’ve seen 
over the past few years at the Club at Cordillera and the 
new energy that can be felt in our neighborhood. With the 
hiring of Rachel Oys as general manager, I’m seeing a new 
collaboration and enthusiasm that will continue to elevate 
the experience of living and recreating in the Cordillera 
community.  

I’m looking forward to the spring and summer selling 
season. We’re seeing buyers from all around the state of 
Colorado, from Denver, Colorado Springs, Fort Collins and 
farther afield. People are really positive about the Club and 
about Cordillera as a whole — what we’re seeing are all 
good trends. 

Patti Brave
Slifer Smith & Frampton

WRITE A LETTER!
What’s on your mind? Share your insights with the rest of the 
community. What’s going well, not so well? Send your letter 
to letters@vaildaily.com. Letter and column submissions must 
include the author’s name, hometown and phone number (for 
verification of authorship only). Because of space constraints, 
please try to limit your letter to 500 words. By submitting a 
letter, you are granting permission for the Daily to publish it on 
the paper’s website. Email Ed Stoner at estoner@vaildaily.com 
for more information. 
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  970.479.7014 l DineOnGoreCreek.com  
Located at Vail Cascade Resort 

1300 Westhaven Drive l Vail CO l 81657 
Free Covered Valet Parking 

3 Courses  
for $33* 

(A 30% savings)  

Choose a starter,  
dinner entrée  
and dessert  

from our 3 for $33 menu.

*Restrictions Apply. Price is per person.

Valid during dinner service  
on Fridays and Saturdays.

Open Mon thru Sat 10 - 5:30, Sun 10 - 3
IN THE CENTER OF AVON NEXT TO SPORTS AUTHORITY

222 Chapel Place | Avon 
9 7 0 - 94 9 - 0 9 8 9

NestVail.com

CONSIGNMENT
FURNITURE
Redefined

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

600 east cooper avenue  |  corner of cooper & hunter  |  aspen, co  |  970.925.9161  |  pierrefamille.com

We Pay Immediate Cash For Your

Celebrating Over a Quarter Century in Aspen

THIS WEEK 
WEEKDAY SPECIAL

2271 N. Frontage Rd., Vail or North side of I-70 in Avon
Look for the Red Cup

16oz Brewed Coffee
Mon – Fri • 6am till closing

1$
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