
COMMENTARY
Coulter a superb choice

Richard Carnes’ recent column, “A mis-
take in progress,” deserves a rebuttal. The 
column is a rambling attack on the Eagle 
County Republican Party for inviting Ann 
Coulter to speak at a fundraiser. He also 
directs invective remarks at Sarah Palin 
and “cute blondes” at Fox News. 
His comments seem to reflect envy 
rather than facts. Palin was the 
governor of Alaska and a vice pres-
idential candidate for the Repub-
lican Party in 2008. Fox News is the No. 1 
cable news network whose ratings continue 
to soar.

Mr. Carnes directs the majority of his 
inane comments toward Ann Coulter, who 
he believes does not warrant an invitation 
to the Eagle County Republican meet-
ing, suggesting that she is in the “fringe 
elements.” Mr. Carnes fails to point out 
Ms. Coulter’s credentials. She is a highly 
sought-after speaker and is known for her 
acerbic sense of humor that is largely based 
on facts. She attended Cornell Universi-
ty and received her law degree from the 
University of Michigan. She has written 
numerous books and remains a popular TV 
personality.

Although I am not privy to the reason 
why the Eagle County GOP invited Ms. 

Coulter, I commend them on a superb 
choice. I suspect that she will receive a 
warm welcome coupled with an excellent 
attendance. Her purpose will be to en-
tertain the audience and not to convert 
non-believers to Republican viewpoints. 
After the overwhelming victories na-
tionwide for the Republican Party in the 

2014 elections, I doubt that most 
readers care about Mr. Carnes’ 
presumptuous tirade. Contrary 
to Mr. Carnes’ view, I suspect the 
Eagle County Republican Party 

will benefit through valued contributions 
from Ms. Coulter’s appearance. Perhaps 
Mr. Carnes should attend and expand his 
knowledge base.

Dan Spengler
Avon

Coulter a poor choice
I can’t help but express my astonishment 

at the Eagle County GOP for hosting a 
fundraiser that features the polarizing and 
venomous Ann Coulter as their headline 
speaker.

So divisive is Ms. Coulter that her col-
umns have been canceled by media such 
as the National Review Online, USA Today 

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

LETTERS, A18

Share your voice!

letters@vaildaily.com

Listed by Rick Pirog and John Tyler
Rick Pirog 
Slifer Smith and Frampton
Solaris at Vail 
970.390.0608 (mobile)
rpirog@slifer.net

Bachelor Gulch Quality in Cordilllera

www.BeardenLodge.com

Bearden Lodge | Cordillera Ranch 
$4,500,000 | 6-bed, 8-bath, 10,901+/- sq.ft.

Private setting on 1.8+/- acres with panoramic mountain and golf course views. Designed 
to capture the spirit of the majestic lodges found in our great national parks. Two master 

suites, media room, garage to house up to five cars. Terrific floorplan. One of a kind.

WOULD YOU DRIVE 20 MINUTES TO SKI AND SAVE $5M?

Listed by Rick Pirog, John Tyler and Don Zerangue 
Slifer Smith and Frampton
Solaris at Vail 
Rick Pirog
970.390.0608 (mobile)
rpirog@slifer.net 
Don Zerangue
970.376.6941 (mobile)
dzerangue@slifer.net

Fishing, ski shuttle and golf!

www.84RiverbendDrive.com

84 Riverbend Drive | Arrowhead 
$4,950,000 | 5-bed, 9-bath, 6,745+/- sq.ft.

Located on the 13th Fairway overlooking the Eagle River with a Dial-a-Ride shuttle 
that takes you directly to skiing at Beaver Creek Mountain via the Arrowhead portal. 

Totally remodeled rare one-level home. A lovely residence in a great location.

170 CORDILLERA WAY | CORDILLERA DIVIDE 
4 Bed | 4 Baths | 3 Car | 3,541 Sq Ft.+/- | $1,495,000

•      Over 3-acre site just inside Divide Gate
•      Big views
•      Remodeled kitchen, new carpet, A/C
•      Oversized 3-car garage
•      Rare combination of accessibility and privacy

Excellent price
FOR A CUSTOM CORDILLERA HOME!

“Great Views on 3 Acres”

John Tyler 970.904.0355                                     Rick Pirog 970.390.0608

rpirog@slifer.netjtyler@slifer.net

The Vail Daily | Saturday, March 21, 2015 | A17



COMMENTARY
LETTERS
From page A17

and the Augusta Chronicle, to 
name a few. The Arizona Daily 
Star, in an August 2005 statement 
about dumping Coulter, said, 
“We’ve decided that syndicated 
columnist Ann Coulter has worn 
out her welcome. Many readers 
find her shrill, bombastic and 
mean-spirited. And those are the 
words used by readers who identi-
fied themselves as conservatives.”

The Eagle County Republican 
Party must have a short memory, 
or are tone-deaf, or both.

The 2014 mid-term election 
results suggest that the citizens 
of Eagle County are centrists and 
lean slightly Democratic. Ea-
gle County voted for Sen. Mark 
Udall by 54.4 percent, while the 
conservative Cory Gardner earned 
only 41 percent of the vote. Gov. 
Hickenlooper won a whopping 
59 percent of the county’s vote; 
Bob Beauprez only took 37 per-
cent. Democratic candidates Joe 
Neguse and Betsy Markey won 
their respective contests in Eagle 
County, defeating their Repub-
lican opponents for secretary of 
state and treasurer. We elected 
Democrats to the state House and 
Senate and to fill two open county 
commissioner seats.

That’s not to say we won’t elect 
Republicans here. Scott Tipton 
prevailed to again represent U.S. 

Congressional District 3. Cynthia 
Coffman was picked as AG and 
James van Beek was elected sher-
iff in close races.

Is it really a good strategy for 
the local GOP to host such a hate-
ful voice to garner more Repub-
lican support in this moderate 
county?

Perhaps they are only interested 
in having their coffers filled by a 
few wealthy partisans (who can 
pony up $500 a ticket, $1,000 
for a VIP reception or $2,500 
as sponsor) while enriching Ms. 
Coulter’s own purse. She’ll be 
smirking all the way to the bank, 
without a thought of the reper-
cussions of her appearance.

At best, it’s embarrassing to see 
the local Republican Party choose 
such a vitriolic and despised per-
son as their fundraiser’s highlight. 
At worst, it’s totally ignorant 
of the citizens of Eagle County, 
whose support they likely could 
better cultivate by presenting 
rational speakers and not nasty 
demagogues.

Joy Harrison
Eagle

Thanks for care
Two weeks ago today, I dropped 

my kids at ski school and set out 
for a day of what I anticipated 
would be glorious skiing — my 
first day on the mountain. On 
the very first run, my left binding 

came loose, sending my ski off 
without me, and my right ski 
twisted beneath me, taking with it 
my knee and tibia, both of which 
shattered.

As I lay on the mountain in pre-
viously unknown-to-me pain, a 
volunteer EMT, whom I remem-
ber as Mike, stopped and came to 
my aid. I wanted to write a letter 
to publicly thank him — and all 
the volunteer personnel who un-
dertake similar such tasks — for 
helping me to stay calm, to guide 
me through the pain and for 
sitting with me until Ski Patrol ar-
rived to take me to the hospital. I 
don’t know Mike, he doesn’t know 
me, but I will forever be grateful 
for what he did — those were the 
scariest and most excruciating 
minutes of my life, and his volun-
teerism truly rescued me.

I’d also like to publicly thank 
the amazing Vail Ski Patrol who 
talked me through everything that 
was happening, got me swiftly 
and safely to the hospital, and did 
all they reasonably could to make 
my accident less traumatic. And 
finally, the amazing medical staff 
at Vail Valley Medical, not least 
including my surgeon, Erik Dorf, 
but also the fantastic nurses and 
support staff. They were my he-
roes for my four-day hospital stay, 
and I will always be grateful for 
their kindness and care.

I don’t know if Mike will ever 
read this, but to all the volunteers 

who take the time to educate 
themselves to help others, thank 
you. I will always be in your debt, 
and I am so very grateful for get-
ting me off the mountain safely 
that morning.

Allison Winn Scotch

We will miss you
Two weeks ago, a wonderful 

friend of the Vail Leadership In-
stitute passed away. The following 
tribute was offered in honor of 
him, his lifelong work and contri-
bution he made to many people in 
the Vail Valley. 

Frederic Hudson was a giant 
among thought leaders. He will 
be sorely missed.

When the Vail Leadership 
Institute was launched in 1997, 
Richard Leider suggested that 
before we go much further, we 
had to meet first with Frederic. 
None of us knew who he was, but 
we quickly found out by partici-
pating in LifeLaunch, and then 
the CIT in 1998, that he was a 
very special person. He thor-
oughly influenced our curriculum 
such that in a few years we had 
coined our leadership perspective, 
Inside First. More than the many 
other well-known thought leaders 
we engaged, Inside First drew 
from Frederic’s philosophies and 
methodologies: Focus on purpose, 
small groups, coaches as men-
tors and the art of asking good 

questions.
We were privileged to have had 

Frederic with us on numerous oc-
casions in Vail. He made a lasting 
direct impression, but an even 
greater indirect impact through 
his groundbreaking approach 
that we still use today. He was 
wise, compassionate and totally 
engaged in life. 

Although I have it in the recess-
es of my brain, I’ve often wished 
I had a video of Frederic telling 
his story as he moved around his 
Cycle of Renewal on the floor — 
from his struggle with polio to 
his educational journey to the 
Fielding Institute, and finally, 
to the Hudson Institute. He was 
compelling and he changed the 
arc of my life.

We will miss you, Frederic, but 
we sense you’re hoping we con-
tinue to work at making it down 
here like it is up there !

John Horan-Kates
Co-founder and chair, Vail Leadership 

Institute

WRITE A LETTER!
Share your insights with the rest of 
the community. Send your letter to 
letters@vaildaily.com. Letter and 
column submissions must include 
the author’s name, hometown and 
phone number (for verification of 
authorship only). Because of space 
constraints, please try to limit your 
letter to 500 words. 
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