
Avon residents challenge town hall relocation 

AVON — Petitioners went to 
work on Saturday in an effort to 
see the council’s Oct. 14 decision 
to relocate town hall put to a vote.

A citizen’s petition to put the 
financing of the new town hall 
purchase before voters was certi-
fied Friday by the town clerk and, 
lest they be confused with trick or 
treaters, petitioners waited until 
the following day to hit the streets.

In an impromptu but ceremo-
nial event Saturday in front of the 
Avon Post Office, the first to sign 
the petition was council candidate 
John Minervini, who is credited 
with the idea to go to referendum 
on the issue.

“When the town wants to take 
on this much debt, voters need 
more say,” Minervini said. 

Per the Oct. 14 council’s 

decision, the building would be 
purchased using certificate of 
participation bonds. COPs require 
annual renewal and therefore are 
not considered long-term debt, so 
towns do not need voter approval 
to use them.

“The COPs are a deliberate at-
tempt to circumvent the taxpay-
ers,” Minervini said. 

‘CAUGHT US OFF GUARD’
With financing, the town could 

spend up to $12.5 million using 
the certificate of participation 
bonds for the town hall purchase, 
per the council’s Oct. 14 decision. 

Town Manager Virginia Egger 
insists the total will be closer to 
half of that amount. 

“We determined the purchase 
and remodel of the new town 
hall building would come to $5.7 
million,” she said. “When you 
consider a scrape and rebuild of 
the existing town hall would cost 
an estimated $6 million, and the 
council has determined that that 
is going to be necessary for that 
facility at some point, the choice 
was obvious.”

Council member Buz Reyn-
olds said he voted in favor of 

using certificate of participation 
bonds for the town hall purchase 
because he felt that instrument 
made financial sense in this 
situation.

“Interest rates are going up and 
the economy is getting better, and 
obviously, it’s better if we do this at 
a low interest rate,” he said. “(The 
petitioners) kind of caught us off 
guard a little and now, we just lost 
the interest rate of 2.4 percent, 
because we can’t get a bond while 
there’s a referendum out.”

PETITION-IN-HAND 
CAMPAIGNING

Among the petitioners were 
Avon Town Council candidates 
Tab Bonidy and Peter Buckley.

Buckley said in the course of 
his campaign he has seen much 
frustration from residents over 
spending in Avon.

“Now, as I continue to go door to 
door, I’ll have a petition to sign for 

the people who agree with me that 
they need more voice in the spend-
ing process in Avon,” he said. 

Among those to sign the pe-
tition Saturday were Wildridge 
residents Duke Fehringer and 
Nancy Staquet, who both said 
they agreed with Buckley. 

“I’m really against all this 
spending, and the people need a 
vote,” Staquet said. 

Before signing the petition Sat-
urday, Avon resident Dan Smith 
said he thought the town has 

By John LaConte
jlaconte@vaildaily.com

Petitioners hit the 
streets hoping to put 
the $5.7M plan to 
public vote

MORE INFORMATION
To get more information on the 

petition, including where and 
how to sign, send an email to 
LetAvonVote@gmail.com.

AVON PETITION, A5

In front of the Avon post office on Saturday, Avon Town Council can-
didate John Minervini, right, is the first to sign his petition to put the 
financing of the Town Council’s new town hall purchase before voters. 
Per the Oct. 14 council’s decision, the building would be purchased 
using certificate of participation bonds.
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– since 1989 –
New Mexican Café & Cantina

  

Edwards Plaza between I-70 & Hwy 6
Mon-Fri: 10:30a-10p  Sat & Sun 7:30a-10p
970.926.2121  fi estas@vail.net

SAVE BIG 
EAT FRESH!

Years!

Cheers to

FOOTBALL SPECIALS!
EAT IN SPECIAL 

50¢ WINGS &  
$2.50 BUDWEISER/LITE

TAKE OUT SPECIAL
$3.00 FOR 2 TACOS OR TAQUITOS

281 Bridge Street, Vail 
(970) 476-1450  
www.brandesscadmus.com

Spectacular 2 bedroom/2 bath, residence with 
southwest views of mountains and trees. Custom 
design finishes, immaculately kept. In house 
garage parking with elevators and/or stairwell 
access to unit. Building amenities include summer 
outside pool, indoor hot tub.

FALLRIDGE #317

Furnished
Offered at $740,000

717 Sylvan Lake Rd
Eagle

970.328.6220
Mon-Sat Open at 4pm
Sunday Open at 11am  
for football season

WING SPECIALS
$7 for 7 wings

or get The Boneyard 
21 wings for $15! 

$7 Personal Size Pizza 
pepperoni, sausage or cheese!

$1 off Hermit Pints 
7 Different types 

$3 Coors & Coors Light 
Pints

GAME TIME
FOOD & BEER SPECIALS

FREE Yoga & Pilates Mat Classes

160 West Beaver Creek Blvd. Avon, CO
Located at the Sheraton Mountain Vista across from Avon Post O�ce

10/15-11/15
970.748.1911

schedule online at www.synergyvail.com

Share 
your 

voice!
letters@vaildaily.com

Effectively target 
health-conscious locals 

and visitors

Start your ad campaign  
today by calling  

970-949-0555
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 ■ JEANNIE THOREN is regarded by many 
as the Johnny Appleseed of women’s skiing.  
She was a pioneer in developing wom-
en’s specific ski equipment, which helped 
women ski better because they were using 
equipment better suited to their physique. 
For nearly 20 years, beginning in 1988, she 
conducted an estimated 70 women’s ski 
equipment seminars annually around the 
country in her effort to improve the sport 
for all women.

 ■ JOHN MCMURTRY was a U.S. Ski Team 
coach during the 1980s, which saw several of 
its members win World Cup titles, Olympic 
medals and the only Nation’s Cup Award for 
the U.S. Alpine Team. In 1987, he became 
the U.S. team’s development and later alpine 
director, establishing a regional development 
program that continues to bring thousands of 
young athletes into the sport.

PAYING IT FORWARD
All three are passing along the excellence 

they achieved, but more importantly the 
way they achieved it.

Koznick runs Koznick Performance Stu-
dios and Manic Training, where she helps 
teach athletes — both elite and the rest 
of us — how to get the most from their 
workouts.

Thoren opened the Jeannie Thoren’s 
Women’s Ski Center in Vail in 2009. She 
was recognized by Skiing Magazine as one 
of the 25 Most Influential People; recog-
nized by Ski Magazine as one of the Top 
100 Most Influential People in the History 

of Skiing and was ranked as one of the top 
100 ski instructors in America.

McMurtry was a coach of that 1984 U.S. 
Olympic team in Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, 
considered by many as the most successful 
ever.

Olympic medals are good, but McMurtry 
said he’s most proud of creating the devel-
opment program in 1987.

Prior to 1987, skiing was split by a battle 
of initials — the USSA and USST were two 
separate organizations. The U.S. Skiing 
Association is where kids got started, but 
there was a big gap for a kid to figure out 
how to get to the U.S. Ski Team.

“We were trying to figure out how to take 
the equivalent of a high school football 
player and put them directly into the NFL,” 
McMurtry said.

They split the country into three regions 
with coaches who identified talent and 
helped develop them.

Staff Writer Randy Wyrick can be reached 
at 970-748-2935 and rwyrick@vaildaily.
com.

HALL OF FAMERS
From page A2

U.S. Ski Team coach John McMurtry cele-
brates the U.S. alpine ski team’s success at 
the 1984 Olympics, arguably the most suc-
cessful U.S. Olympic outing ever. McMurtry 
is one of three valley locals who will be 
inducted into the U.S. Ski and Snowboard 
Hall of Fame.

SPECIAL TO THE DAILYVail’s Jeannie Thoren was a pioneer in de-
veloping women’s specific ski equipment, 
which helped women ski better because 
they were using equipment better suited 
to their physique. Thoren is one of three 
valley locals who will be inducted into the 
U.S. Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame.
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shown poor judgment.
“They’re taking a gamble,” he 

said. “The fund that’s supposed to 
pay for this is based on real estate 
transfer taxes, and we know from 
experience those numbers can dip 
without much warning.”

If petitioners collect, and the 
town clerk certifies, a total of 196 
signatures, then the council will 
have the choice of either cancel-
ing the decision or sending it to a 

public vote.
“If they came up with 700 

signatures, I’m going back to the 
town and saying let’s not buy the 
building,” Reynolds said. 

Reynolds added that the Town 
Council always has the option of 
using different funds to make the 
purchase with cash, if they decide 
they really want the building. With 
an election currently under way, 
however, and at least three seats 
guaranteed to change, that will be 
a question left to the next coun-
cil. Council candidates Buckley, 

Minervini, Bonidy, Angelo Loria as 
well as the lone incumbent, Matt 
Gennett, have all voiced opposition 
to the town hall purchase. Gennett 
was the only official on the sev-
en-member council to vote against 
it on Oct. 14.

‘PRETTY TRICKY’
Fearing repeat of what has 

happened with other petitions 
for referendum in Eagle County, 
Avon resident David Strandjord 
put up the lawyer fees to make 
sure the format and wording on 

the petition is exactly correct.
“These things can get pretty 

tricky,” he said.
A retired CPA, Strandjord says 

his interest in the matter comes 
strictly from a financial point of 
view. 

“The council is on a spending 
orgy,” Strandjord said, referenc-
ing current projects including 
Avon Road ($1.5 million), road 
and street improvements ($3.8 
million), Main Street Mall ($1.97 
million), the pavilion at Notting-
ham Park ($3.7 million), the new 

town hall ($5.7 million) and other 
projects totaling $618,000.

Reynolds said he studied the 
town’s coffers closely and is con-
vinced the town can afford every-
thing the council has approved.

“Not only can we afford ev-
erything, but we can make these 
improvements to the town that 
people have been saying they’ve 
been wanting for years,” Reynolds 
said. “And we can do it without 
raising taxes.”

Petitioners have until Nov. 13 to 
collect signatures. 

AVON PETITION
From page A3

Off-Season Special at both  
Avon and Vail Locations

where the locals go

VOTED BEST MASSAGE SINCE 2006

(60 Minute session)

West Vail

VAIL SPORTS
Vail 21 in LionsHead Village  970.476.3600

www.vailsports.com

BEAVER CREEK SPORTS
Beaver Creek Village  970.754.5400

www.beavercreeksports.com

Junior Ski Trade-In Program
The Best Way to Make it Affordable for Your Kids to Ski

Receive a 50% credit towards your next year’s purchase 
of new junior equipment when your equipment 

is returned to us by May 31st the following year.

Slingshot Helmets 40% OFF Socks15% OFF

New Equipment Packages starting at 
$199.99

970-949-9449
Avon/East of Sports Authority

$42 MANICURE & PEDICURE
(free shoulder massage & callus remover)

Must present ad becore service.
Expire 11/2/14

VOTED #1             BEST IN THE VALLEY

VIETNAMESSE  
NOODLE & GRILLE

Free Spring Roll with any  
Large Pho or Specialty Dish

Present coupon when ordering.  Expires 11/2/14

970-748-3007
Christy Lodge/Avon
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