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‘It’s easy to make good decisions when there are no bad options.’

Robert Half

Positive direction for Avon
In response to the claim that the Avon 

Town Council is rushing into the purchase of 
a new building, I have to request the commu-
nity to slow down with your reactions. The 
negotiating process required our keeping the 
purchase undisclosed until finalized, and I 
understand how the citizens of Avon could 
feel left out of the process. The town began 
an inventory and review of all of its prop-
erties in the spring of 2013, including Avon 
Town Hall. During this period of time, due 
diligence was performed. 

It is important to consider the ideal loca-
tion of the Skier Building, tying in perfectly 
with the West Town Center Investment Plan 
adopted by the town in 2007. It is rare for 
a property to come available like this and 
even rarer for a town like ours to have the 
opportunity to acquire such a building and 
to be able to pay for it with current revenues. 
While this entire process appears rushed, 
I assure you it has been a slow process that 
began in 2007.

As for the current Town Hall, it is a mag-
nificent location and what will happen here 
will not be rushed. The building is woefully 
inadequate on many levels and in need of 
scraping rather than being the money pit a 
remodel would demand. While the compre-
hensive plan calls for the possible location of 
an inn at this location, it could very well be 
something different. I, for one, would like to 
see a tasteful parking garage, along the lines 
of the Lionshead parking structure, wrapped 
on its ground floor level with retail and per-
haps holding a conference center on its top 
floor. The town certainly welcomes input 
from the community and the decision of what 
will occur here will be well planned and well 
thought out.

Is there a lot going on in Avon right now? 
There certainly is. After years of being 
bogged down in litigation and suffering 
from the global economic recession, Avon 
is making changes that are creating a buzz 
and injecting vitality and interest in our 
town. Sales tax collections are up, as are real 
estate transfer taxes, and the town is doing 
a superb job of supporting its businesses, 
residents and guests, creating a place where 
the community wants to come together. In 
addition, the town’s reserves are fully funded. 
All of this is happening and Avon proper-
ty owners will not see an increase on their 
property tax bill. All of this energy, vitality 
and excitement with no new taxes, sounds 
pretty great to me.

Jennie Fancher
Avon mayor pro tem

Casida for Congress
Using Thomas Paine’s famous pamphlet 

“Common Sense,” I want to explain why Tisha 
Casida is our common-sense choice for U.S. 
Congress. Paine wrote that at its best, govern-
ment is a necessary evil that exists solely for 
the benefit and security of its citizens. Casida 
believes that the best federal government is 
a limited one that exists to protect the rights 
of its citizens, including gun rights, property 
rights, food rights and rights for small-busi-
ness owners.

Paine wrote that our legislators are sup-
posed to have the same concerns as those 
who elect them and therefore should never 
form interests separate from the rest of the 
population. In other words, they should not 
be concerned first and foremost with the in-
terests of the corporations that contribute to 
their campaigns but rather serve the interest 

of the communities they are supposed to 
represent. Casida is a Colorado native and 
small-business owner in Basalt, working hard 
and struggling like the rest of us to survive in 
today’s economy. She’s one of us. Casida has 
a heart for our concerns because we share 
common interests.

Finally, Paine stated that oppression is of-
ten the consequence of riches, and therefore, 
we need to beware the distinction between 
kings and subjects. Such a distinction cre-
ates a ruling class that becomes poisoned by 
self-importance and separate from the rest 
of mankind, living in a world that differs 
so materially from the world at large, that 
they are frequently the most ignorant and 
unfit to lead. Paine would agree that today’s 
politicians in America have become a kingly 
ruling class. They are clearly separated from 
the rest of the population because most of 
them have a net worth over $1 million, they 
receive outrageous pension plans for even 
one term of service, salaries around $175,000 
per year, they can keep direct contributions 
from donors, can legally make investments 
based on insider information (illegal for ev-
ery other American), and they have a better 
health insurance plan than the vast majority 
of Americans.

Let us begin to elect candidates like Tisha 
Casida, ones who have the courage and con-
viction to change the system and protect the 
rights of Coloradans everywhere. Tisha Casi-
da is the only common-sense choice for U.S. 
Congress in Colorado. 

Patrick Beaudine
Gypsum

Let’s do what works
I was excited to read the letter to the editor 

from Dennis Baker (a Front Range resident) 
in response to my column on state-driven ed-
ucation reforms. I think he’ll find that there 
is room for both of our views in the discus-
sion. He is right —we do have an exception-
al charter school in our own Eagle County 
Charter Academy, and I applaud the educa-
tional experience they provide. 

But Baker seems to have missed the 
point of my article — which was critical of 
state-driven education reforms. One point I 
made is that just labeling a school a charter 
does not, by this act alone, make the educa-
tion better.

That’s the problem with the blaring 
voices of many Front Range reformers: 
They position more charter schools as the 
answer to increased student performance. 
They claim charters will deliver better 
results, when the evidence just doesn’t 
support that claim — especially after really 
leveling the playing field in terms of the 
kinds of students they serve. Sure, you can 
find charters doing better than tradition 
schools — but the reverse is also true. I 
encourage Baker to read the 2013 Stanford 
CREDO study on this issue, which found 
that 75 percent of charter schools did no 
better or actually worse than traditional 
public schools in reading. That number 
was 71 percent for math.

The problem isn’t with charter schools, 
especially our own here in Eagle County 
— which are great schools. The problem is 
with the misinformation that politicos and 
ideologues use to justify reforms in line with 
their agenda and supporters. Our communi-
ty’s kids pay the price for getting it wrong, so 
let’s set aside politics and look at what works 
— genuinely raising the status of the teaching 
profession, making sure all kids are taught 

to high standards, customizing learning to 
fit each student and making sure every child 
enters school ready to learn.

Baker is mistaken in his implication 
that I’m against reform because I caution 
our community against the false promises 
coming from the state house and committee 
rooms. I believe in reforms with a strong 
track record of evidence to support them, 
and we’re making those reforms to ensure 
our students receive a globally competitive 
education. 

We are benchmarking ourselves against 
the best in the world, not just grasping for 
straws. It simply doesn’t make sense for us 
to blindly and uncritically accept unproven 
education reforms that are out of sync with 
the practices of the best school systems in 
the world.

But, let’s end where we agree: The Eagle 
County Charter Academy is a great school! 
It competes on par with the same type of 
students at schools such as Brush Creek, Red 
Sandstone and Eagle Valley. All the data is at 
schoolview.org, so you can see for yourself.

Jason E. Glass
Superintendent, Eagle County Schools

Donovan for Senate
My wife and I have known Kerry Donovan 

and her family for many decades. We whole-
heartedly support her candidacy.

I have served with Kerry on volunteer 
boards and know firsthand her many talents 
and devotion to the community. 

Kerry offers experience in government 
representation, commitment to community 
service, a strong environmental ethic and 
knowledge of local, district and statewide 
issues. She has always been approachable and 
understanding, uses common sense and is a 
problem solver. I would describe her as ener-
getic, focused and a very hard worker. 

She is a lifelong resident of Eagle County. 
It has been many years since an Eagle County 
resident has represented our district in the 
Colorado state Legislature. Kerry Donovan 
understands our issues and would be a very 
good choice to represent us as the next state 
senator for District 5. 

Bill Heicher
Eagle

Thanks for donation
Dear Eagle County Charter Academy,
My students and I would like to thank you 

for donating a popcorn machine to our Sig-
nificant Needs Program at Battle Mountain 
High School. 

We make popcorn and ask for donations 
during passing period at school. Our popcorn 
making is our small business, and we use the 
donations for field trips and community out-
ings. ECCA has positively impacted our stu-
dents and community. Thank you so much! 
Future popping!

Becky Matsen

WRITE A LETTER!
What’s on your mind? Share your insights 
with the rest of the community. What’s going 
well, not so well? Send your letter to letters@
vaildaily.com. Letter and column submissions 
must include the author’s name, hometown and 
phone number (for verification of authorship 
only). Because of space constraints, please try to 
limit your letter to 500 words. By submitting a 
letter, you are granting permission for the Daily 
to publish it on the paper’s website. 
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