
Commentary PERSPECTIVE
‘You must look within for value, but must look beyond for perspective.’

Denis Waitley

Envisioning Vail’s 
hospital of the future

Vail Valley Medical Center has been a 
cornerstone of this community for nearly 
50 years, and in that time, we’ve grown into 
one of the world’s most advanced mountain 
hospitals. While the care and services at 
VVMC are outstanding, the infrastructure 
is due for modernization. Fortu-
nately, the hospital is in a posi-
tion to address this opportunity, 
and we are at the brink of build-
ing a state-of-the-art medical 
campus to serve our community 
and guests for years to come.

As president and CEO of Vail 
Valley Medical Center, it is my 
privilege to share the news of our 
recent submittal of a master facil-
ity plan application to the town of 
Vail. Once approved, this plan will 
guide us in remodeling and building Vail’s 
hospital of the future. We are scheduled to 
break ground in the summer of 2015. 

During the past two years, we’ve worked 
closely with hospital staff and our medical 
partners to map out a master facility plan 
that will make Vail a center of health and 
wellness. We’ve also worked closely with 
town of Vail staff, community stakeholders 
and neighbors. Through public meetings 
and open house events, we’ve listened to 
valuable input regarding road access, park-
ing, emergency helicopter transport, our 
aging population, and cost of care, among 
other important topics. 

As a nonprofit, community hospital, we 
are able to consider our community’s needs 
and respond responsibly. This is a benefit 
that makes us unique in today’s healthcare 
environment. As a nonprofit fiduciary, 
funds don’t go to shareholders, big bonuses 
or a corporate office in another city or state. 
Our profits stay local and are reinvested 
in the community through better services, 
new physicians, state-of-the-art equip-
ment, improved access, healthcare jobs, 
community outreach and charity care. 

In recent years, your collective input has 
led to better access at new urgent care fa-
cilities in Gypsum and Avon. We listened to 

your ideas and built a world-class surgery 
center more conveniently located in Ed-
wards. Because of you, we offer top-of-the-
line cancer care at Shaw Regional Cancer 
Center using a new image guided linear 
accelerator and 3D mammography. Most 

recently, your input led to new 
specialties such as endocrinology 
and internal medicine, as well 
as advances in cardiology care. 
In fact, right now we’re working 
on a new cardiac catheteriza-
tion lab, which will open in early 
2015 — no longer will you have to 
travel out of the valley in critical 
moments to receive life-saving 
cardiac care. 

While cost of care is a shared 
concern, Vail Valley Medical Cen-

ter continually looks for ways to improve 
operational efficiencies and collaborate 
with insurance providers to lower your 
costs. Our new medical campus will not 
increase your cost of care. 

Our mission is to provide superior health 
services with compassion and exception-
al outcomes, and the master facility plan 
will support our mission in countless ways. 
Some noticeable improvements will include 
increasing parking (including covered 
parking), moving emergency traffic off West 
Meadow Drive to create a safer pedestrian 
environment and making emergency care 
more convenient. Additionally, the list of ob-
jectives for the master facility plan includes:

 ■ Relocate main entrance and visitor/
outpatient traffic/parking to South Front-
age Road.

 ■ Relocate Emergency Department and 
ambulance traffic to South Frontage Road; 
ambulance and walk-in to be separated.

 ■ Locate helipad with sensitivity to 
neighbors and direct internal connection to 
new Emergency Department.

 ■ Expand parking to better serve pa-
tients, visitors and staff (including covered 
parking).

Things have 
never been 

worse?
The world’s a mess, of course.
There’s ISIS busy creating the caliphate 

nightmare. Who to fight in Syria when the 
strongest rebels offer an even worse solution 
than Assad?

Here’s that St. Louis suburb Ferguson, 
where a gentle giant of an unarmed black 
man was gunned down 
by a pink cop feeling his 
oats. Or was it a big thug 
who had just muscled his 
way to steal a box of ci-
gars from a convenience 
store and was attacking 
a police officer in squad 
car while going for the 
officer’s gun?

Our beliefs about who 
did what seem to depend 
entirely on our skin color. 
Here we go again.

Meantime, Russia under Putin is making 
moves much like Germany did in the wind 
up to World War II, albeit farther east and in 
old Soviet satellites we’ve barely heard of and 
care less about. There went Georgia. Now it’s 
Crimea and eastern Ukraine. Where does this 
stop? Does it stop?

Ebola is ravaging Africa. Ancient enemies 
China and Japan are contesting a few little 
worthless islands. America has been actively at 
war in the Middle East for the past dozen years.

And, oh my, Burger King is moving to 
Canada.

Canada!
Sounds like the Apocalypse is upon us.
Only, the world has never been a better, 

safer place in human history than right now. 
I’d say the same for America, too, for all our 
many flaws.

Today, racism is a subtle thing, we’re told, 
whites and blacks and brown-skinned and 
yellow-skinned unaware of our unconscious 
remaining biases that subtly shade our out-
look and behavior. Especially for the educated 
whites, whose grip on dominance is fast slip-
ping into a plurality.

We don’t seem to remember an age of ac-
tual lynchings, sequestering of whole peoples 
into camps and ghettos, or, ahem, slavery in 
our past. Discrimination within a baby boom-
er’s lifetime was considerably more than the 
casual hurt-feelings variety.

Count it up to progress that an incident 
such as in Ferguson arouses an entire nation. 
Not so long ago, this was common enough not 
to count as news even in the city in which it 
happened with all too much regularity.

There still are a few places in this world to-
day where you can get yourself killed for being 
from the wrong clan in the wrong place, stray-
ing a few miles from home into another vil-
lage’s territory without leave, daring to marry 
for love instead of a parent’s arrangements.

These are vestiges of a more-distant past 
that in more places than today were rather 
more brutal than we like to idealize.

America has been embroiled in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan for the past seeming eternity. Ter-
rible, of course. But the combined death toll 
of American soldiers under 7,000 in all that 
time still doesn’t match the first half-hour of 
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 ■ Accommodate patients in the 
most appropriate setting (and with 
privacy).

 ■ Optimize access and way-finding 
for patients and visitors.

 ■ Improve operational efficiencies 
through proper sizing, adjacencies.

 ■ Modify service vehicle access to a 
concealed loading zone.

 ■ Accommodate appropriate medi-
cal office space on campus.

 ■ Create a flexible framework to 
accommodate future changes.

The master facility plan is truly a 

product of everything we’ve learned, 
combined with a flexible infrastructure 
to handle a shifting and unpredictable 
future. During ver the next year, as the 
plan is vetted, things may change. Pa-
tient care will be uninterrupted during 
construction, but we may experience 
some inconveniences. We are commit-
ted to keeping the community informed 
of our progress and invite you to be a 
part of milestones along the way.

In 2019, at the culmination of the 
construction process, we will cele-
brate as a community, thankful for the 
vision, hard work  and generous sup-
port of many. We will continue to play 
an important role in the lives of our 

patients who need everything from 
critical care to annual wellness visits 
to assistance in welcoming new babies 
to the valley. 

This is an exciting time in the histo-
ry of Vail Valley Medical Center, and I 
encourage you to join us as we embark 
on the future of Vail’s hospital. You 
can view a PDF copy of the submit-
ted master facility plan on our project 
webpage at vvmc.com/build, and join 
our mailing list by emailing build@
vvmc.com to stay informed along the 
way. Thank you for your support!

Doris Kirchner is president and CEO 
of the Vail Valley Medical Center.

certain battles as recently as World 
War II.

The history of Japan and China is 
quite bloody. Scary as the jousting 
over a few islands may be today, the 
sparring so far has been contained to 
words and feints rather than swords.

Our world’s weaponry remains 
extremely dangerous, although there 
was a lot more to fear during the Cold 
War. Our worries about terrorists, cer-
tain small nations, a rising China and 
in the rumbling remains of the Soviet 
Union are justifiable.

But the globe has been much scarier 
in reality when high death tolls were 

not possibilities but daily facts. Today 
we fret as much about “cyber” attacks 
as the real thing.

I don’t suggest we let our guard 
down and become blithely sanguine 
about today’s threats. But I will de-
clare that our perspective is skewed.

As we panic about the monster Ebo-
la contagion, with 1,500 deaths, we’ve 
forgotten the genuine plagues that 
decimated populations in the Dark 
Ages with death tolls in the millions. 
How is it the normal flu kills many, 
many more multiples of people every 
year than Ebola and we don’t give that 
much more thought than a cold?

We are a funny people.
A little research shows war, disease, 

discrimination, poverty and violent 

crime all declining around the world 
for all of our hand-wringing. Educa-
tion, quality of life, general health, life 
span and so on all are rising.

There is plenty to be concerned 
about, no question. Population 
growth, environmental damage, ex-
tractable resources (some of which 
power your smart phone, by the way, 
while you frown at renewable paper), 
weapons of mass destruction all bris-
tle with potential to lay waste to the 
world.

Yep, the world’s a mess.
And it’s never been better.

Editor and Publisher Don Rogers can 
be reached at drogers@vaildaily.com 
and 970-748-2920.

30% to 50% off
Soft & Tough - Beautiful new Lees Carpet is soft, 
durable and  practical. Lees Carpet has a 25 year no 
stain warranty, no exclusions... No kidding!

In Stock Now - Buy your new floor today, we can 
install right away. Beautiful new carpet has never 
been this easy and affordable.

Serving the Vail Valley since 1972

810 Nottingham Road, Avon
970-949-5390  •  www.ruggsbenedict.com

“This is the most practical carpet I have ever seen. 
The warranty says it all… No stains, no exclusions, 
no kidding.”

Roger Benedict   President, Ruggs Benedict Carpet One

If Your Life 
Isn’t Always Practical, 
Your Carpet Should Be!

Reservations

 970-949-1423
On the north side of 
Northside Kitchen 

on the north side of I-70 
in North Avon

Tonight’s 
3-Course Dinner Special

Our hearty garden salad, 
double-homemade ice cream cookie 

dessert and your choice of 

10-ounce Certified Angus Fresh Prime 
Rib, 6-ounce Certified Fresh Angus filet 

mignon, fresh halibut, fresh salmon, 
fresh organic chicken, seafood pot pie, 

or pulled pork pot pie.

All dinners served with fresh 
vegetables and potatoes.

$28.95
Choose our 10-ounce filet mignon or 

Colorado lamb shank and add $5.

Our entire dinner menu is also 
available every night.
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