
 

 

Throughout my life as either a Soldier in the United States Army or as a Law Enforcement Officer I swore an 
oath to defend the Constitution of the United States. As our country and state continues to debate “gun control” 
I stand opposed to any infringement on the 2nd Amendment or any rights of the people of the United States, and 
as the Sheriff of Eagle County would stand with the majority of my fellow Sheriffs of Colorado in opposition to 
the gun control legislation passed in 2013. 

Personally I cannot comprehend how these laws would avert or curb violent crime. Like so many I look at 
larger cities like Washington D.C. and Chicago, Ill. who have some of the most restrictive gun laws in the 
nation yet continue to have extremely high rates of violence with guns.  

Like most law enforcement professionals within Colorado and nationwide, I feel that disarming law abiding 
citizens or hindering the possession of legally owned and commonly used firearms and accessories makes 
citizens more vulnerable to crime and acts of violence. The legislation will do little if nothing to impact violent 
crime.   

I believe the previous laws in Colorado regarding the possession of regulated firearms were adequate if not 
already imposing upon our rights. 

I support common sense approaches to violent crime based in fact, not emotion.  I recognize the Sheriff’s role 
as an elected leader of our community and statesman, and will work diligently with our local clubs and 
community organizations, our local government leaders, our legislative representatives and the CSOC to expand 
the coalition in support of constitutionally responsible gun ownership. 

I favor concealed carry by law abiding citizens through local permitting.  Local oversight is effective if the local 
Sheriff is appropriately positioned to know who is legal within the guidelines under C.R.S. The Sheriff is in the 
best position to evaluate an individual’s application, quickly identify those who are qualified to be issued a 
permit and as quickly and reasonably as possible issue a permit.   

Respectfully, 

 

James A. van Beek 

Republican Candidate for 

Eagle County Sheriff 


