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Future Amenities and Services 

Respondents were additionally asked what they would like to have available in Vail that is not already 

there.  Responses ranged widely, but when evaluated the most identified ideas included: 

 More parking (or more affordable parking) 

 Grocery store (most often mentioned for Vail Village area with most suggesting a natural foods 

store such as Natural Grocers or Whole Foods) 

 Pool (indoor and outdoor) 

 Recreation center 

 Affordable goods and services including housing, restaurants, shopping, movie theater 

 

A review of the full set of open-ended comments provides additional insights on potential future 

amenities and services. (VIEW COMMENTS) 

 

Recreational Marijuana  

A series of questions explored respondents’ opinions concerning the availability of recreational 

marijuana in Town, starting with, “Would you be in favor of the Town of Vail permitting a recreational 

marijuana business in the town?”  Most respondents reported “No” (57 percent), followed by 31 percent 

who said they were in favor.  An additional 13 percent of respondents were uncertain.  Support for 

permitting a recreational marijuana retail business varied considerably by age.  Those under age 35 were 

most in favor of such an effort (68 percent), compared to 29 percent of respondents age 35 to 54, 27 

percent 55 to 64, and 14 percent 65 and older.  

 

Table 10 
Opinions Concerning Recreational Marijuana Retail by Age 

Would you be in favor of the 
Town of Vail permitting a 

recreational marijuana retail 
business in the town? 

Total All 
Sources 

Survey Version Age of Respondent 

Invitation 
Link 

Open 
Link 

Under 
35 

35 to 54 55 to 64 
65 and 
older 

Yes 31% 29% 34% 68% 29% 27% 14% 

No 57% 60% 50% 24% 54% 60% 75% 

Uncertain 13% 11% 16% 8% 16% 14% 11% 

n= 713 468 245 76 201 181 156 

 

Response patterns also differed depending on respondent type.  Year-round residents showed notably 

more support for a recreational marijuana business (36 percent indicated “yes”) than did part-time 

residents (18 percent).  Non-resident owners of business/commercial properties showed the greatest 

support for recreational marijuana (46 percent) of all the respondent types, apparently recognizing the 

potential economic benefits of such businesses. 

 

Differences also emerge when responses are evaluated by whether or not the respondent is a registered 

voter in the Town of Vail.  Community members who are registered to vote are more supportive of 

http://rrcinfo.com/tov/2014comments/new.pdf
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permitting a recreational marijuana business (34 percent) than those respondents who are not 

registered to vote (25 percent). 

 

Table 11 
Opinions Concerning Recreational Marijuana Retail by Resident Type 

Would you be in favor of the 
Town of Vail permitting a 

recreational marijuana retail 
business in the town? 

Which of the following best describes you? 

Year-round 
resident (11+ 
months/ year) 

Part-time 
resident 

Employed 
in the town 
of Vail but 
don't live 

there 

Get mail in 
the town 
but don't 

live or work 
there 

Non-resident 
owner of 
business/ 

commercial 
property 

Yes 36% 18% 23% 44% 46% 

No 52% 69% 47% 56% 54% 

Uncertain 12% 14% 30% 0% 0% 

n= 351 240 30 9 13 

 

The following survey question probed support for a recreational marijuana club in town, where 

consumption of marijuana products on the premises is permitted.  Overall, responses for this question 

were very similar to those for the previous question regarding a marijuana business, albeit showing 

slightly less support.  Twenty-eight percent of all respondents were in favor, 58 percent opposed, and 13 

percent were uncertain.  Responses were also nearly identical to the recreational marijuana business 

question with regards to opinion by age cohort.  Again, year-round residents (33 percent) showed twice 

as much support as did part-time residents (16 percent).  Forty-two percent of non-resident 

business/commercial property owners supported a recreational marijuana club.  Overall, regardless of 

respondent type, responses were generally in opposition of recreational marijuana clubs. 

 

Those who were in favor or uncertain were asked to indicate what commercial areas of town should be 

considered as locations for a marijuana retail business and a marijuana club.  With regards to a business, 

West Vail was by far most identified (90 percent of respondents).  However, 51 percent of respondents 

were in favor of Vail Village or Lionshead, respectively.  As far as location for a marijuana club, West Vail 

was again most cited (77 percent).  However, Lionshead (67 percent) and Vail Village (64 percent) were 

nearly equally favored. 

 

While West Vail was the most suggested location across the board, respondents age 34 or younger were 

the most likely to suggest either Vail Village (63 percent) or Lionshead (61 percent) as a location for a 

recreational marijuana business.  Those aged 54 or younger were more likely to suggest Vail Village or 

Lionshead as places for a recreational marijuana club.  It is instructive to evaluate the open-ended 

comments by age cohort for additional insight into how opinion varies by age.  In general, opinion 

turned more negative than positive among older cohorts of community members. 

 

 25 to 34 Although I am all for marijuana being legal, the main tourist areas (the Village & 
Lionshead) need to remain fairly family friendly.  Having it available in West Vail 
gives tourists the opportunity to partake in marijuana tourism but keeps it out of the 
'spotlight' of our main tourism areas. 
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 25 to 34 I don't personally have any interest in recreational marijuana but while working in a 
restaurant I've had customers ask me where they can buy it and why Vail doesn't 
have it. There is obviously a market for it. 

 25 to 34 I think that the recreational marijuana business is going to bring in quite a bit of 
revenue and guests from out of state. It seems like the Town of Vail would profit by 
creating a high end experience for guests that are wanting to include that in their 
vacation. 

 25 to 34 I think consideration of retail marijuana and/or a marijuana club would help deter 
Vail's reputation of being the domain of the rich white man who is afraid of change, 
and wouldn't cause as much trouble as people seem to think. 

 35 to 44 Do you really think the recreational marijuana belongs in a place where people ski?  
That just goes against all logic.  It is already dangerous enough on the mountain 
with people being sober, and too many people make bad decisions. 

 35 to 44 I support legalization of marijuana but I do not think it is Vail's image even though 
so very many people across all spectrums of the community are users. The police 
target bars at closing so they would target mj clubs and that is bad for business 

 35 to 44 I'm fine with the legalization, but as a resort town it will be very party-oriented if 
recreational marijuana can be obtained in town. I'm fine with it being bought 
elsewhere in the county, it just requires a little more effort. 

 35 to 44 This is a family resort just like Disney World, we don’t need to bring that element 
into the town. Plenty of other towns offer these services, doesn't need to be Vail. 

 35 to 44 It's a slippery slope. I think having too many overtly stoned people is a big turn off. 
However it does bring in tax revenues. Very hard to keep a balanced line. 

 45 to 54 Absolutely no pot in Vail.  That will degrade the 'safe and friendly family 
atmosphere'.  No need for that in Vail.  Adamantly against any legalized pot or 
facilitation of use. 

 45 to 54 I think Vail's brand image is one of its strengths, and pot outlets would diminish that. 

 45 to 54 Marijuana sales will only degrade the high standards that Vail offers.  Many from all 
over the world come here and they do so without this kind of facility.  I would see it 
as a downgrade. 

 45 to 54 Please keep marijuana shops and clubs out of Vail it does not meet our standards of 
being a family friendly community and in the long run will hurt our visitor base.  If 
someone wants pot they can go to Eagle-Vail to get it! 

 45 to 54 Recreational marijuana is one of the greatest threats to the Vail Brand.  Vail doesn't 
need to sell drugs to compete economically or otherwise.  Just say no! 

 55 to 64 Allowing marijuana in Vail would be a catastrophe.  The fact that Vail doesn't 
tolerate bad behavior and maintains a wonderfully safe atmosphere is one of the 
reasons visitors love it.  We lovingly refer to Vail as our Disney World. 

 55 to 64 Doing so sends the message the Town succumbs to the lure of easy tax dollars, 
follows the voices of a few, has no long term vision as to the impact on the future of 
the Town, its residents, visitors, and most importantly children. 

 55 to 64 I am not totally against marijuana, but the legalization move was a big mistake that 
Colorado will live to regret.  Vail should have no part of it! 

 55 to 64 I think we should take one step at a time and ask this question maybe a year or two 
down the road and maybe we can answer this in a more overall experience in the 
community as a whole. 

 55 to 64 This is an issue of safety that could endanger users, and those around them. 
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 65+ Just say NO to marijuana. Keep Vail an upmarket, family and professional oriented 
resort. 

 65+ We don't need to be the 'Pot Head' ski capital of the Rockies as it will drive away 
families.  That's what we have over Aspen...we are family orientated.  That's our 
product, a family orientated ski area and the 'grass' will drive those families away. 

 65+ Marijuana would drive away desirable visitors and attract those who spend less and 
whose behavior is undesirable. 

 65+ Skiing and marijuana are a dangerous combination.  That doesn't mean people don't 
ski when high, but let's not facilitate dangerous behavior. 

 65+ Have you lost your minds? Why would you even go there? 

 

A review of the open-ended comments reveals a wide range of opinions concerning recreational use and 

sales.  Overarching themes included public health and safety, enforcement, family-friendly image of Vail, 

the guest experience, conflict between state and federal law, voter sentiment, proactive vs. reactive 

leadership approach, tax income, marijuana use compared to alcohol use, where to buy or consume 

marijuana, and letting this type of business occur outside of Vail. (VIEW COMMENTS)   

 

The next section of the survey turned to environmental concerns with the Town of Vail. Specifically, 

respondents were asked their opinions concerning a variety of environmental issues. Then, respondents 

provided input regarding potential action for Gore Creek.  Each of these sub-areas will be discussed in 

turn. 

 

Environmental Priorities 

Respondents identified the importance of a variety of environmental issues on a scale of 1 to 5, where 

1=“Not at all important” and 5=“Extremely important.”  The top issues identified as most important 

include: 

 Gore Creek water quality (93 percent of all respondents said this was 4 or 5, “Extremely 

important” 

 Water quantity (82 percent) 

 Waste and recycling (77 percent) 

 

It is also instructive to look at the percent of respondents calling environmental priorities “extremely 

important.”  By this measure, we see that I-70 noise and climate change/reduced snowpack are also 

deemed to be of high importance by a large segment of respondents. 

 

  

http://rrcinfo.com/tov/2014comments/marijuana.pdf

