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Commentary RESPONSIBILITY
‘You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.’

Abraham Lincoln

Double checking for efficiency
Colorado, known for its fickle weath-

er and champagne powder, often has its 
residents wondering when the next snow 
is coming; however, with the recent cli-
mate changes and warming temperatures, 
Colorado’s ski resorts may be in trouble. 
Much of Vail’s revenue comes from the ski 
industry, so the change in climate will not 
only affect our environment but also our 
economy.

Energy is made possible by using nat-
ural resources such as oil and wood. To 
get the energy required, the resources are 
usually burned, resulting in polluted air 
with particles that will harm both humans 
and nature. Today, energy is being used 
excessively around the world, burning 
through our natural resources faster than 
they can be replenished. With the de-
creasing amount of natural resources, it 
has become an important and pressing 
issue to focus on the conservation of these 
resources.

By increasing energy efficiency, the 
amount of CO2 in the air can be decreased; 
therefore, the rate at which the climate is 
warming can be lowered, which can con-
serve the valuable water storage and snow 
melt. According to the book “Effects of Cli-
mate Change” by Niklas Christiansen and 
others, the water storage in the Colorado 
River Drainage Basin has been reduced 
by 32-40 percent in certain areas. Accord-
ing to Tim Barnett and other scholars, 
snow-dominated regions are being affected 
by heat waves, causing reduced precipita-
tion and earlier spring snow run off, which 
influences water supply for the rest of the 
year. Climate models by the Colorado Wa-
ter Conservation Board predict that Colo-
rado will warm by 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit 
by 2025 and 4 degrees Fahrenheit by 2050 
relative to an already recorded baseline in-
crease in temperatures. Colorado, being the 
most active state in the nation and famous 
for its outdoors, has a large obligation to 
keep the environment clean, clear and wild 
for generations to come.

 This year, Vail Ski & Snowboard Acad-
emy’s students were challenged by Protect 
Our Winters and the Shane McConkey 
Eco-Challenge to create an energy saving 
project that not only benefits our school 
but also our environment. VSSA, locat-
ed in Minturn and originally founded as 

Minturn Middle School, was built in 1978. 
Being more than 30 years old, many of 
the school’s appliances are outdated and 
inefficient. The VSSA gym has over 18 mer-
cury bulbs that need to be replaced every 
six months. Not only is mercury extremely 
inefficient for lighting, but it is also de-
structive to our environment once replaced. 
VSSA seniors have come up with the idea 
to replace all of the mercury bulbs in the 
gym with more efficient LED lighting. Not 
only do LED bulbs produce brighter light 
more efficiently, but they also have four 
times the lifespan of a mercury bulb. This 
change would save money for the school 
and keep mercury out of our landfills.

With the addition of LED bulbs, VSSA 
seniors predict that the energy required to 
light the gym will be reduced by two-thirds. 
VSSA has also conducted energy audits 
and found basic ways in which a building 
can operate more efficiently. Some of these 
methods include not heating the build-
ing over school breaks, replacing the light 
bulbs with more efficient ones, closing all 
doors and windows at night, and covering 
windows with heat curtains to keep heat 
from escaping. A home energy audit is a 
DIY test to find out what a person can do 
to increase the energy efficiency in one’s 
home. Simple tasks such as measuring how 
thick the insulation of the house is; making 
sure hot water faucets do not drip; check-
ing to see if the furnace has been cleaned 
and serviced in the past year; checking for 
thick, secure window seals; and many more 
straightforward projects that can improve 
home efficiency.

Sustainability is how biological systems 
endure and remain diverse and productive. 
By increasing energy efficiency and sustain-
ability, climate change can be slowed or 
even reversed.

Erik Hilb, Leah Newton and Callan DeLine
Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy students

Happy reunion
Dear Vail Valley residents,
Thank you for your interest and efforts in 

the rescue our 3-year-old Pekingese, Zira. 
She was lost in Singletree on March 6 and 
found in Wildridge on March 16. How she 
managed to survive is a mystery, but she 

A simple, 
telling 

question
Here’s a quick test for whether you lean 

more Republican or Democrat: Should the 
minimum wage be raised?

Answer carefully. The question is a tap root 
into political belief as it relates to your heart, 
your mind and, of course, 
the role of government.

Partisans and nonpar-
tisans alike are for ev-
eryone doing well, living 
good lives and making 
good livings. 

The mischief just lies in 
how best to get there.

The Democrats tend 
to cast this discussion in 
terms of everyone’s right 
to a “liveable wage” and 
government’s responsibil-
ity to set things right.

The problem is that adding costs has a 
direct connection to rising prices. Lifting 
the minimum wage becomes a short-term 
solution that all too-quickly gets eaten up in 
higher expenses for living. 

That “liveable” wage no longer is so liveable. 
Now what? Raise minimum wage again? 

The problem is that doesn’t seem to work 
for very long. 

Republicans will tend to decry the effect on 
jobs, show the business world’s empty pockets 
and declare that artificially raising the min-
imum wage will wreak havoc on an always 
fragile economy. 

Businesses won’t be able to hire as many 
or promote the best employees and too many 
will wind up closing because they can’t afford 
to stay in business.

HYPERBOLE ON BOTH SIDES
Of course, that’s exaggerated, too. These 

are Republicans and Democrats we’re talking 
about, right? Everything now is all hyperbole, 
hot smoke and run to your favorite news outlet 
to tell you the facts as you want to hear them. 

Small and larger businesses close all the 
time in the best of economies. It’s a tough 
world. The affordability of labor argument’s 
ultimate baseline goes back to the Civil War. 
The South claimed it had to have slave labor.

Government is the hallmark of civilization.  
Government strangles civilization. Both state-
ments are absolutely true, as we well know. 
Another point is that a government’s harm or 
benefit depends on who is doing the govern-
ing. And what a complicated mess that is at 
every level.

Government is no more all powerful than 
it is all wise. Recessions may ease or worsen 
with government actions, but they still visit, 
along with the occasional bubble. Then we 
have the “politics” aspect that makes what 
already is difficult nearly impossible for all the 
jockeying for influence and power.

Still, we have to decide. 
Raise the minimum wage or trust market 

forces to settle the question?
After all, we each choose to go for this job 

over that, to study or play, work harder or 
enjoy free time more, to work for ourselves or 
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