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A contractor drives a bulldozer underneath a house that has been 
suspended in the air using steel beams on the 600 block of East Hopkins 
Avenue on a recent morning. 

L E V I TAT I O N

By Andrew Travers
Aspen Daily News Staff Writer

 Local authorities are attempting to 
evict a 76-year-old local woman from 
her double-wide trailer on a midvalley 
property that was recently purchased by 
Pitkin County.
 County of  cials said they are work-
ing with Anne Parker to  nd a new lo-
cation for her trailer. But the terms of 
the land purchase — part of a complex 
multi-jurisdictional agreement — are 
non-negotiable, and had called for her to 
leave by the end of January.
 Eagle County sheriff’s deputies 
served the notice of eviction on Anne 

Parker’s home last Thursday, which also 
happened to be her 76th birthday.
 “This is not the kind of thing the 
county wants to be doing, to say the 
least,” said Pitkin County attorney 
John Ely.
 Parker has lived on the land for more 
than four years, according to her daugh-
ter, Jackie Parker.
 The trailer is situated on a 145-acre 
midvalley parcel that Pitkin County pur-
chased in January of last year — in part-
nership with Eagle County, Great Out-
doors Colorado (GOCO) and the town 
of Basalt — from the Saltonstall family, 

Local woman faces 
eviction due to gov’t 
open space purchase

Woman had sought name of 
her neighbor who lodged 
a grievance against her
By Chad Abraham
Aspen Daily News Staff Writer

 Pitkin County does not have to re-
lease records to an Aspen woman who 
was trying to uncover the name of the 
person who made a complaint about her 
property, a judge ruled last week.
 The complaint against Elesabeth 
Shook’s home regarded a construction 
project and was  led with the county’s 

community development department in 
2012. That of  ce forwarded the com-
plaint to the county attorney’s of  ce and 
Carrington Brown, the county’s code en-
forcement of  cer.
 He found that a new structure was be-
ing constructed on her Willoughby Way 
property without a requisite building 
permit. Brown issued a stop-work order, 
the permit was obtained a month or so 
later, and the county attorney’s of  ce did 
not pursue a citation against Shook.
 During his investigation, Brown also 
spoke with the person who made the 
complaint. The reporting party “expressly 

Judge upholds Pitkin County’s 
stance in code complaint case

EVICTION ON PAGE 5

COMPLAINT CASE ON PAGE 6

Late breaking changes can’t dislodge 
mass and scale complaints by some
By Curtis Wackerle
Aspen Daily News Staff Writer

 Changes to the Hotel Aspen lodging remodel and 
residential development project that took about 800 

square feet off of one of three controversial town-
homes weren’t enough to get majority support from 
Aspen City Council at Monday night’s meeting.
 After a contentious  nal 30 minutes in the two-
and-a-half-hour public hearing, owners of the em-
battled project told council members they couldn’t 
reduce the size of the buildings any further, and 
council voted 2-2 on the application. With the tie 

vote resulting in “no action,” the application re-
mained pending, and council members voted to re-
convene next Monday in a special meeting. 
 Hotel Aspen owners Aaron and Michael Brown 
are seeking to redevelop most of the Main Street 
lodge’s site, upping the number of hotel rooms to 54 
from 45. But the controversial crux of the application 

Council remains tied up on Hotel Aspen development project

HOTEL ASPEN ON PAGE 4
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 Pat Newkam estimates that about 
40 percent of his sales are to locals, 60 
percent to tourists. The shop offers in-
expensive gifts ranging from 45 cents 
to $50, like wooden Aspen knickknacks 
and Christmas ornaments, Aspen-em-
blazoned golf balls and picture frames, 
and gold embossed aspen leaves. The 
walls are covered with Aspen T-shirts 
and a few items that aren’t for sale, like 
a stained-glass window made by his fa-
ther — who split from Claire before she 
opened the shop — and a ship’s clock 
taken from his Navy vessel.
 Behind the store’s “Great Wall of 
Shirts” display are several panels of 
news clippings and photos chronicling 
Aspen’s history. Pat Newkam proudly 
offers an Aspen trivia crash-course to 
tourists using the display.
 Since the economic collapse of 2008, 
the shop has struggled to keep a  oat, Pat 
Newkam said.
 “These last years have been hard,” he 
said. “It’s never come back.” 
 Falling sales, along with rising rents 
and property taxes, and the in  ating cost 
of health insurance for his four employ-
ees, have contributed to the decision.  
 The retail landscape also has dras-
tically changed over the last 20 years, 
making it more dif  cult for mom-and-
pop operations here. 
 In 1990, Pat Newkam noted, there 
were 19 T-shirt shops in Aspen. Today 

there are six. When Attic Fantasies clos-
es, the oldest left will be Crazy Shirts, 
on the Hyman Avenue pedestrian mall.
 He had hoped to keep the family 
business running until the 50-year mark, 
but now he said he will be focusing on 
helping his brother and looking for a 
new professional adventure.

 Noting the proliferation of high-
end, corporate-run retail shops in As-
pen, which have driven up rents and, 
in turn, driven out smaller family-
run businesses, Pat Newkam said he 
doesn’t expect another small family 
business to take his place.
 “When I’m gone, there’s not going to 
be another shop like this coming in,” he 
said. “Maybe I’m just a dinosaur.”

andrew@aspendailynews.com

Economic downturn has been 
hard on family-run gift shop
ATTIC FANTASIES FROM PAGE 3

“When I’m gone, 
there’s not going to be 
another shop like this 
coming in. Maybe I’m 
just a dinosaur.”

Pat Newkam,
Co-owner of Attic Fantasies

for a total of $5 million. 
 The purchase of the Emma area 
plot was touted as a way to protect the 
undeveloped land from real estate de-
velopment, to continue ranching there, 
and to connect the adjacent Rio Grande 
Trail to the network of trails on the 
Crown.
 The land is in Eagle County, just over 
the Pitkin County line, and is now owned 
and managed by Pitkin County with an 
Eagle County conservation easement. 
It has been renamed Red Ridge Ranch 
Open Space.
 At the time of the sale’s closing in 
January 2013, there were two trailers 
on the property with tenants, who the 
Saltonsalls had allowed to live there. 
Anne Parker and her neighbors were 
given one year after the closing to leave 
the land.
 “I think we were fair to allow Mrs. 
Parker to stay for an additional year to 
 nd a new place,” said Pitkin Coun-

ty commissioner and Emma resident 
George Newman. “We felt that a year 
was fair and generous, so it’s unfortu-
nate that she hasn’t found another place 
to live.”
 The conservation easement from 
Eagle County doesn’t allow for residen-
tial use on the property, and a $600,000 
grant from GOCO — the state entity that 
uses lottery funds for land conservation 
— stipulates that the money be used for 

open space without residents. Addition-
ally, Ely noted, the county’s open space 
charter prohibits it from purchasing land 
for residential use.
 “The terms of the acquisition were 
that it would be maintained as open 
space for its agricultural value,” Ely ex-
plained. “You can’t turn it into a residen-
tial entity.”
 Anne Parker’s son, Alec Parker, 
said the family had expected to move 
her trailer onto a parcel of nearby land 
still owned by the Saltonstalls. How-
ever, part of the sale agreement also re-
stricts having additional home sites on 
that land, so that option appears to be 
unavailable unless it is rezoned to ac-
commodate Anne Parker.
 A formal complaint against Parker 
will be  led on Monday, Ely said, with a 
court appearance scheduled on April 4.
 “Hopefully between now and then 
there’s a resolution,” he said.
 The Pitkin County Open Space and 
Trails board of trustees is working to 
 nd a new place for Anne Parker to hook 

up her trailer, he said.
 “It’s not an action that anybody 
wants to take,” said Ely. “But we have 
to stay in compliance with our own 
charter, and with the contracts with Ea-
gle County and GOCO. It’s a situation 
where we have to take the steps that we 
don’t want to take, but hopefully we 
can  nd a permanent home for her.”

andrew@aspendailynews.com

Parker was given one year 
to leave property after sale
EVICTION FROM PAGE 1


