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Commentary EDUCATION
“The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.”

Aristotle

Only in Vail
Recently, as I was walking trough light-

ly falling snow with our Bernese moun-
tain dog, Niki, at 7:30 a.m. on Chamonix 
Lane in West Vail, I noticed a town of 
Vail snow plow approaching some dis-
tance behind us. Quickly, we moved to 
the opposite side to get out of the plow’s 
way.

Wondering why the snowplow had 
not passed, I turned around and saw it 
parked in the middle of the road. At the 
same time, the man, who turned out to be 
the plow driver, came toward us calling 
“Niki, Niki.”

Apparently, our dog had lost her pink 
collar, and that extremely friendly plow 
driver had seen it lying on the road. He 
had stopped that big machine to pick up 
the collar and even to find out the dog’s 
name.

Smiling, he put the collar back on Niki, 
patted her, shook my hand and wished us a 
great day. What a fantastic ambassador for 
the town of Vail! He made my day.

I wish I knew his name.
Henry Beck

Thanks sponsors
We had a great time at the winter Free 

Family Fun Fair in Eagle on Saturday 
thanks to our wonderful community spon-
sors: Dr. Reed M. David and his staff at Ea-
gle Valley Dental, WECMRD, the town of 
Gypsum, Mountain Family Health Centers, 
the town of Eagle, Wells Fargo, Taco Bell 
and Bighorn Toyota.

Ted Tanis, with Mechanical Express, 
provided a number of kid-friendly ac-
tivities and brought a NASA astronaut. 
Fabulous face painters Claire and Lind-
sey dazzled the kids and their parents 
with their works of art. And the costumed 
characters and balloon sculptors of Robert 
Wagner’s Slippery Slope Productions are 
always a hit.

The friendly AirBound team set up and 
oversaw the big toys, including bounce 
houses, a four-person bungee jump, a huge 
inflatable obstacle course, and slide and 

crowd-pleasing Zorb balls.
Thank you to Tom Wagenlander, of Eagle 

River Fire Protection District, and Cathy 
Dulac, of Eagle County Paramedic Services, 
for bringing a shiny red firetruck and a 
decked-out ambulance for the children to 
explore. Kim Greene, with Vail Valley Med-
ical Center, provided free helmet fittings 
and tot-sized helmets — safety education is 
an integral part of every annual Free Fami-
ly Fun Fair.

We especially salute our volunteers, the 
Eagle Valley High School League of Unit-
ed Latin American Citizens. Community 
representative Cassandra Armas orga-
nized fellow members Jaysel Chavirra, 
Viviana Saucedo, Lety Mata,Christy Jaru-
gui, Carlos Almanza, Francisco Rodriguez, 
Aracely Aragon, Armando Aragon, Blanca 
Mendez, Jennifer Serna, Lizbeth Saucedo 
and Lesly Sanchez. We couldn’t have done 
it without you all!

The Free Family Fun Fair is truly one of 
our favorite events, one we’ve been pro-
ducing for eight years. The helpfulness and 
good cheer of our sponsors, participants 
and volunteers supports our mission of 
producing fun and friendly events for our 
listeners and our community.

If you were one of the fair-goers who 
attended the event, we strongly encourage 
you to support our sponsors. In all honesty, 
the annual Free Family Fun Fair would not 
exist without them!

Janet Thrasher and Holli Snyder
Always Mountain Time

WRITE A LETTER!
What’s on your mind? Share your insights 
with the rest of the community. What’s going 
well, not so well? Send your letter to letters@
vaildaily.com. Letter and column submissions 
must include the author’s name, hometown 
and phone number (for verification of author-
ship only). Because of space constraints, please 
try to limit your letter to 500 words. By submit-
ting a letter, you are granting permission for 
the Daily to publish it on the paper’s website. 
Email Don Rogers at editor@vaildaily.com for 
more information.

How state 
can help 

education
I’ve had the tremendous professional 

experience of getting to work at practically 
every level in the education profession. I’ve 
been a public school teacher and taught at 
the university level in Kentucky. I proud-
ly served at two state education agencies 
(Colorado and Iowa), 
worked on the nation-
al policy front in Ohio 
and Tennessee, and now 
have the tremendous 
job of working as the 
superintendent for Eagle 
County Schools.  

From every one of these 
perspectives, I’ve seen 
focused reform efforts 
aimed at the very noble 
goal of improving the 
quality of education. But I’ve also seen that 
there is a fundamental disconnect between 
the education reform choices made at the 
state level and what actually works to improve 
schools at the classroom level.

GOOD INTENTIONS
Every spring, state legislatures across the 

country convene. Education budgets repre-
sent the lion’s share of any state government’s 
spending, so it is appropriate that signifi-
cant attention is paid to policies that impact 
schools.

The path of education policy legislation 
is paved with good intentions. We know 
our legislators and the governor in their 
hearts want better schools and outcomes 
for students. But the policies that are 
passed struggle to raise performance at 
schools to high levels. Using my experi-
ence as a lens, I see at least two reasons 
for this.  

First, the process of making genuine im-
provement to education involves improving 
the quality of instruction and ultimately 
learning. The relationship among the teacher, 
the student and the content being studied 
represents the holy trinity of learning. To im-
prove instruction, you have to make deep and 
meaningful improvements to all these areas 
and consider their relationship at an instruc-
tional level.

From the state level, the instructional rela-
tionship among teacher, student and content 
remains a mystery. It is difficult for legislators 
to even imagine the intricacy and nuanc-
es of this relationship and how it might be 
improved.

Second, because state education policy is 
driven by political or ideological agendas, the 
state tends to choose flashy gimmicks and 
quick fixes to problems instead of genuine 
and sustainable approaches.

In efforts to achieve a political victory and 
create the illusion of progress, the state enacts 
disconnected, incoherent education poli-
cies that have little evidence of effectiveness. 
These state laws and policies don’t lead to sys-
tem-wide growth. Many are distractions and 
disruptions to genuine school improvement.
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NATURAL TENDENCIES
State decision-makers have a nat-

ural tendency to create large-scale 
“audit, rank, punish” schemes. While 
these approaches certainly create a 
level of accountability, they do very lit-
tle that actually supports or improves 
instruction. In the wake of these 
accountability schemes, educators are 
left with a message of “try harder and 
do better … or else.”

The tendency to favor gimmicks 
and quick fixes creates an incoherent 
and chaotic set of hoops and hurdles 
to navigate that makes genuine school 
improvement more difficult and illu-
sive. More often than not, it is not a 
lack of effort or care for students that 
hamstrings low-performing schools. 
It is the distraction, inefficiency and 
chaos of one disconnected and misdi-
rected reform effort layered on top of 
another.

ACCOUNTABLE TO PEOPLE
The good news is that those who 

make these policies (legislators and 

the governor) work for the people of 
the state of Colorado and, ultimately, 
we get to hold them accountable for 
the laws they pass. We should insist 
that state education policies actual-
ly work, champion equity and serve 
to mitigate the deleterious effects of 
poverty. 

There are a limited amount of re-
sources (in time, energy, people and 
money) in any school, and voters 
must insist that our state policies 
are cautious about piling on chang-
es and requirements unless there is 
a clear and present need to do so.

In a democracy, all citizens have a 
responsibility to be participants in 
the choices our government makes 
for society. Keeping our state poli-
cies (and policy-makers) focused on 
those things that the schoolhouse 
needs to succeed is a sure way to 
give our state’s schools the supports 
they need to be the high-perform-
ing system for our kids that we all 
want.

REACH OUT TO LEGISLATORS
Currently, legislators are sitting on 

a $1 billion Education Fund, with 
state revenue projections running 

$450 million ahead of forecasts, 
yet they are only considering a $1.2 
million increase in funding to your 
district. They are also maintaining 
an $8 million “subtraction” from the 
funding Amendment 23 prescribes 
to the district. In other words, we’ll 
still be $6.8 million short of fund-
ing set forth by the current state 
Constitution. 

The bad news is state legislators 
have a hard time hearing the expecta-
tions of their constituency because of 
competing agendas among the voters 
themselves. Our voice becomes frac-
tured and weak instead of uniform 
and strong. 

For your schools to improve, we 
need you to set aside partisan dif-
ferences and reach out to legisla-
tors, especially those on the Educa-
tion Committee and express your 
expectations, which we humbly sug-
gest should simply be: no unproven 
reforms, no unfunded mandates, 
more local control and adequate 
funding.

Jason E. Glass is the superintendent of 
Eagle County Schools. He can be reached 
at jason.glass@eagleschools.net.
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Offering 6 and 12 month memberships!

970-668-0998

Join our Skin Fit Program

A program that improves your 
skin while saving you money!

For a small membership fee, members are  

entitled to monthly microdermabrasions 

 or chemical peels for $30 each  

(savings of up to $120/treatment), as well as 

steep discounts on Botox, laser hair removal, 

professional skin care products, and more!  

Call us TODAY for more information.

NEW!

Find us on     970-476-1713

NEW RELEASE COMICS EVERY WED
NEW CDS, VINYL EVERY TUES

FIND US IN MINTURN
211 MAIN STREET

OPEN DAILY 10AM-8PM

1,000S OF VINYLS & CDS
Guitar strings, DVDs, comics!

STILL LOTS OF RECORD STORE DAYS LPS

Voted #1 Florist in the Vail Valley!

970-476-2241
On Meadow Drive in Vail Village

Call before we run out 
of roses!

 
The ONLY store that delivers 
Valentine’s Day...in tuxedos!

And again this year...

Off-Duty
FIREFIGHTERS

From East Vail - Edwards

Our Valentine’s Day gift to you:

One Vail Road       Vail, Colorado 81657
970-477-8630   |   www.fourseasons.com/vail

In addition, receive a 
complimentary glass of Sparkling 

Wine and chocolate covered 
strawberries with any scheduled 
Spa service on Valentine’s Day.

Purchase a Valentine’s Day 
gift card for your loved one 
and receive a spa gift.

Enjoy a special 
VALENTINE PACKAGE 
designed for couples.
Call for details.

Offers valid February 14, 2014 only. 
Cannot be combined with other specials.
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