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Superintendent Smyser going out on top

EAGLE — When Sandra Smy-
ser took the local school dis-
trict’s reins five years ago, Eagle 
County’s schools were “under 
watch,” for sinking test scores and 
one of Colorado’s widest achieve-
ment gaps.

Smyser is headed to Fort Collins 
to head the Poudre school district, 
and she’s leaving local schools bet-
ter than she found them.

Eagle Valley High School was 
ranked by U.S. and World Report 
as among the top 10 percent in 
the state and nation, and she’s 
Colorado’s Superintendent of the 
Year. Because education results 
can be measured, and are in Eagle 
County, the district caught the 

attention of Bill and Melinda 
Gates.

She’s Colorado’s reigning 

Superintendent of the Year, and 
all that’s great, she says, but it’s 
not what makes her work so hard.

She was in yet another meeting 
in yet another school when a fa-
ther stopped her for a quick word 
— a good word this time. His 
children are flourishing in their 
school, he said, and he’s over-the-
moon happy with their progress.

“That’s what makes me happy,” 
Smyser said.

She started her career as a bilin-
gual special education teacher.

“I was always fascinated by the 
difference in the way different 
students learned, how something 
that worked for one didn’t work 
for another,” she said. 

Recognizing those differences 
and acting on that information 
drives the school district’s work 
with curriculum and narrowing 
the achievement gap. The data 
says it’s working; high achieving 
students are still performing well, 
while lower achieving students 
continue to improve.

Early in her Eagle County 
tenure, Smyser said if the school 
district could improve its cur-
riculum and measure learning 
through assessment, the district 
would improve. Turns out she 
was right. The testing measures 

students, not just teachers, and 
has become one of the standards 
by which statewide testing system 
was designed.

Smyser represented Eagle 
County and other superintendents 
as state lawmakers hammered out 
Senate Bill 191, Colorado’s Educa-
tor Effectiveness bill. Under this 
bill, the state defines teacher and 
principal evaluation systems, and 
mandates districts adapt to the 
system in three years.

Eagle County is now one of 13 
integration districts Colorado, 
to pilot those new educational 
reforms, and the move to the 
Common Core Standards-based 
curriculum adopted by 47 states. 

Smyser led the district in 

By Randy Wyrick
rwyrick@vaildaily.com

Superintendent 
leaving Eagle 
County’s schools 
better than she 
found them 

SPECIAL TO THE DAILY 

Bill and Melinda Gates with Sandra Smyser, superintendent of Eagle 
County Schools, at Eagle Valley High School in Gypsum on Oct. 15. 
The couple visited the school as part of the work they do with the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation. They were learning about the school’s 
methods of teacher development.

SMYSER, A9

FILLING BIG SHOES
With Smyser headed off to 
bigger  and better things, her 
shoes must be filled. Those shoes 
are being filled by Jason Glass, 
former director of Iowa state’s 
Department of Education. Read 
the full story on Glass on A8.
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WE OFFER TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR AT&T 

WIRELESS PHONES, TABLETS AND CONNECTED DEVICES.

- Wireless phone email set up 

- Address book and calendar 

synchronization between 

wireless phone & computer

IN EAGLE-VAIL... COME SEE 

WE TRANSFER PHOTOS 
AND PHONE BOOK NUMBERS!

GLASS AND SCREEN REPAIRS

LINDA AND KELLI
YOUR PERSONAL 

WIRELESS PHONE 
TRAINERS

In Eagle-Vail
Professional Service, Competitive Pricing281 Bridge Street, Vail 

(970) 476-1450  
(303) 893-3101 (Denver Toll Free)
www.brandesscadmus.com

SORRELL HILLS IN EAGLE
Wonderful opportunity to build your dream home on this 35 
Acre property. Commanding views in Every Direction! Located 
in the prestigious equestrian community of Sorrell Hills. Just a 
few minutes from Eagle, yet the privacy of country living. Walk 
or ride into adjoining BLM Land. Horses Welcome!

Offered at $475,000

the finest 
COLLISION REPAIR

328-AUTO 
        (2886)

256 MARMOT LANE
IN EAGLE

FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE

NOW 
A L S O  I N 
EAGLE-VAIL 
VAIL DAILY BUILDING 
845-2277

alpine-collision.com

state of the art 
FACILITY
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SMYSER
From page A3

adopting and implementing new curricu-
lum, and uniform performance compari-
sons involving more than 100 teachers.

The district was not inventing or defining 
the content of what is taught, Smyser said, 
but organizing the content across grade 
levels and across the school calendar.

Likewise, assessment is not just testing, 
she said. It’s a demonstration of mastery 
of the subject through homework, quizzes, 
testing, class participation and projects.

Eagle County voters gave the green 
light to spend $128 million to build and 
renovate schools; most of that construc-
tion was done on Smyser’s watch. When 
interest rates dropped, the school district 
refinanced the bonds and saved taxpayers 
$9 million.

Buildings are fine, but the students in 
them need to be ready to learn. Sometimes 
that means feeding them.

Poverty is the primary discriminator 
between high and low achieving students, 
Smyser said. The district is ensuring that 
poor children have breakfast and all chil-
dren have healthier food became a district 
priority through its Fresh Approach pro-
gram. Last year the staff spent 600 hours 
training in scratch-based cooking. Lunches 
now include scratch-made food and salad 
bars. Foundations provide breakfast for 
schools with the highest need.

Smyser grew up in Maryland, outside 
Washington, D.C., attended college at 
Indiana State, earned her master’s in Span-
ish and education at University of South 
Carolina and her Ph.D. in special education 
from the University of California River-
side. Among other places, she landed jobs 
in Southern California, Routt County and 
Eagle County. 

“Even as I’ve gone from one job to the 
next, I’ve always enjoyed teaching,” she 
said.

Staff Writer Randy Wyrick can be reached 
at 970-748-2935, and rwyrick@vaildaily.
com

SPECIAL TO THE DAILY 

Eagle County Schools Superintendent 
Sandra Smyser is headed to Fort Collins 
to head the Poudre school district. She is 
the reigning Colorado Superintendent of 
the Year.

Regular Work Session Discussion Topics
3 p.m. Tuesday, July 2 – Vail Town Council Chambers

   Site Visit, Re: Wall Street Building, 225 Wall St., PEC Appeal 
       (20 min.)

 DRB/PEC Update (10 min.)
 Information Update and Attachments (5 min.)

        --Vail Economic Advisory Council Meeting Minutes for June 11
        --May 2013 Sales Tax

 Update on Financial System Projects (15 min.)
 Matters from Mayor, Council & Committee Reports (5 min.)
  Executive Session, pursuant to: 1) C.R.S. §24-6-402(4)(a)(b)(e) - 

to discuss the purchase, acquisition, lease, transfer, or sale of 
property interests; to receive legal advice on specific legal 
questions; and to determine positions, develop a strategy and 
instruct negotiators, Re: deed restricted properties. (20 min.)

Note: Public comments on work session items may be solicited.

Evening Session Discussion Topics
6 p.m. Tuesday, July 2 - Vail Town Council Chambers

 Citizen Participation (15 min.)
  Consent Agenda, Re: Approval of June 4 and June 18 Meeting 

Minutes (5 min.)
  Town Manager’s Report, Re: Update on Transportation 

Ordinance  (5 min.)
  Eagle River Water & Sanitation District Water Supply Update 

        (10 min.)
  1st Reading, Ord. No. 9, Re: Extending the Temporary Ban on 

Marijuana Establishments in the Town (15 min.)
  Selection of Preferred Concept for Improvements to the 

Lionshead Parking Structure Entry (1 hr.)
  Appeal of PEC Approval of Wall Street Building Additions, 225 

Wall St. (45 min.)
The town has moved to a paperless system. All council agendas, 
ordinances, resolutions, staff memos and other materials are available 
on line at agenda.vailgov.com. Watch the meeting via web streaming 
at www.publicaccess5.org.

Enjoy Celebrating the Fourth of July in Vail
Vail America Days organizers are ready to welcome guests and area 
residents this week for the Fourth of July holiday which includes Vail’s 
popular parade and fireworks display on Thursday, plus a full weekend 
of activities which are listed at www.vailamericadays.com. Those who 
gather in Vail and throughout the county are being asked to be mindful 
that fire restrictions are already in place on area BLM lands and could 
be enacted at any time for Vail, Eagle County and other surrounding 
public lands. As such, all personal fireworks have been banned in Vail 
in recognition of the extremely dry conditions. Please be vigilant and 
call 9-1-1 if you see smoke or something out of the ordinary. For 
emergency notifications, subscribe to www.ecalert.org.

Patriotic Concert Tickets Go On Sale Today
The always-popular pavilion seat tickets for the annual Fourth of July 
Patriotic Concert, featuring the Dallas Symphony Orchestra, will go on 
sale at the Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater box office promptly at 8 a.m. 
today, July 1, with a limit of four per person. Tickets are priced at $15 
each and purchasers must be 16 years of age or older. This is the 
only outlet for tickets. No telephone orders will be taken and no tickets 
will be sold online or through the Vilar Performing Arts Center box 
office. General admission lawn seating is free for the July Fourth 
show, with the gates to the newly-renovated Ford Amphitheater 
opening at 12:30 p.m. in anticipation of the 2 p.m. show. All proceeds 
from the concert ticket sales support the Vail Veterans Program. The 
concert is sponsored by Bravo! Vail and the Vail Valley Foundation.

Town Council Agendas

Public Announcements

   
 Vail Offers News You Can Use

www.vailgov.com offers information on Council agendas, town projects, news   
         releases, building and development applications, TOV Code and much more.

Channel 5 airs Vail Town Council meetings at 8 a.m. Sundays, Tuesdays and
        Thursdays and at 6 p.m. on Fridays as well as additional times. Visit
         www.publicaccess5.org for a complete schedule.

Watch Channel 10, which features real time traffic and weather conditions.

Vail Town Council meetings are now available via live web streaming on 
         www.publicaccess5.org. Go to "video library," then scroll to Vail Town Council.        

TOWN OF VAIL
75 S. Frontage Rd.  Vail, CO 81657  (970) 479-2100 

WEEKLY NEWS
Published each Monday 
in the Vail Daily

What if you Could 
Tickle Your Fat Away…

Wouldn’t it be great to get rid of those inches that exercise can’t seem
to shake?  Now you can with an innovative liposuction technology that
sets itself apart from other forms of liposuction – it is safe and recovery
time is faster.   It is called TICKLE LIPO because of the tickling sensation
experienced during the procedure.   

Dr. Scott Brandt, of ThriveMD in Edwards, offers this procedure as an 
outpatient treatment, which takes approximately 1-3 hours and doesn’t
require general anesthesia. This technique allows Dr. Brandt to easily 
maneuver through tissue for better body sculpting, less bruising and faster
recovery time. Why wait? It’s bathing suit season!

Call now at 970-766-VAIL or go to thrivemdvail.com

COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION
Through July 31st, 2013
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