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Is the open space in Eagle County
in the right space? The fact is that
more than 80 percent of Eagle Coun-
ty is not privately owned. However,
most of these public lands are located
away from the population base. 

Forty-five years ago, this was not as
much of an issue as it is today or will
be in another 45 years. 

Today, and in the future, the econ-
omy of Eagle County is based on
recreation and tourism. People come
to Eagle County looking for some-
thing special, which Eagle County has
to offer. If we look like other mountain
communities that are fairly urban-
ized, these visitors and second-home
owners will look elsewhere. 

When I moved here, I seriously
questioned the need for more open
space as developments were being
approved.
You have to
remember
that at that
time, there
was very little
in West Vail
and East Vail,
nothing in
Spraddle
Creek or Intermountain. Farther
downvalley, there was nothing in
Eagle-Vail. Avon and Edwards con-
sisted of only ranches and a few hous-
es. Eagle and Gypsum were both very
small towns located on very little
land. 

The majority of the land in Eagle
County that is privately owned was
homesteaded by people who wanted
to live near the roads, streams, rivers
and the relatively flat valley floor. 

The land that was more rugged and
nonaccessible remained in public
ownership. This is great for wildlife,
especially for summer habitat. But
the fact of the matter is that the
majority of the wildlife during the
winter migrates down to the flatter,
lower land that was homesteaded
more than a century ago. 

As a Realtor and developer, I have
been responsible for some of the
growth that has taken place in this
wonderful place that we call home.
The reason that virtually everyone
purchases property here, either as a
secondary or primary home, is
because of the quality of life. 

In the ’60s and ’70s, there was a
tremendous amount of undeveloped
private land that gave the appearance
that there was open space around
every corner. However, as subdivi-
sions were approved and built, this
visual open space has disappeared. 

In order to preserve our special
quality of life, it is important that we
preserve the uniqueness of Eagle
County. 

Our customers today and in the
future must feel that Eagle County
has more to offer and is a good place
to invest. One of the ways of being
unique is the feeling that open space
gives you. 

Think of Vail today. What if we did-
n’t have Ford Park? Back in the ’70s,
the voters and leaders in Vail decided
to purchase the 50 acres that is now
Ford Park. The original plan that the
developer brought forth was for
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Allen’s rhetoric off-base

Ms. Barbara Allen has recently written two let-
ters to the Vail Daily presenting her reasons for
opposing Commissioner Stavney’s re-election and
suggesting there is some effort by Mr. Stavney and
others to “steal(ing) the Allen access.” In her recent
letters, Ms. Allen stated that she has been trying to
keep Stavney, Dan Godec, Peter Runyon and Bob
Warner from “stealing the 80 acres owned by my
brother and myself.”

I have been reluctant to react to Ms. Allen’s com-
ments and letters, but too many friends and col-
leagues have insisted that her remarks and signs
required a response. 

In short, no one is trying to “steal” Ms. Allen’s
land. To suggest that the four individuals men-
tioned above are attempting to “steal” her land is
reckless, offensive and patently untrue.

I was asked to serve on the Eagle Valley Land
Trust approximately eight years ago, and I have
been honored to serve as its president for the last
three years. The Land Trust’s mission is to con-
serve and protect special spaces in Eagle County
forever. 

It does this through partnerships, encouraging
donations of land and working with individuals
who may be inclined to place a conservation ease-
ment on their property. 

The Eagle Valley Land Trust does not buy prop-
erty, it does not own, or seek to own, property —
and it has not tried to “steal” Ms. Allen’s 80 acres.
Inquiries as to whether a person is willing to sell
and possible sale prices can not be construed as
“stealing.”

As president of Eagle Valley Land Trust, I have
been involved in discussions with land owners in
the Lake Creek Valley. Some of that land abuts Ms.
Allen’s property. 

In that context, I have met with Ms. Allen’s
attorney on different occasions for the purpose of
discussing the possibility of acquiring her prop-
erty, but those meetings have not developed into
an agreement or even a framework for further
discussion. 

The lack of progress has been Ms. Allen’s belief
that her land is worth considerably more than cur-
rent appraisals for comparable acreage. All agree
that Ms. Allen, like everyone else, is entitled to try
to maximize a sale price for her land or to decide
not to sell, as she may wish. 

The Eagle Valley Land Trust agrees that all rea-
sonable efforts should be taken to preserve critical
elk habitat in Lake Creek, including the habitat on
Ms. Allen’s 80 acres. 

We are blessed to live in a community contain-
ing the third largest herd in Colorado. We feel the
best way to protect that habitat is through a conser-
vation easement on as much of Lake Creek open
lands as may be feasible. We have already been
successful in preserving 1,015 acres, and we hope
to work with the State Land Board in the future in
obtaining a conservation easement on their 640
acres. 

Ms. Allen’s innuendo that there is some collu-
sion between the Open Space Advisory Board, the
county commissioners and the Eagle Valley Land
Trust is absurd. Eagle County and the Eagle Valley
Land Trust have been completely transparent in
disclosing open space plans. 

The county commissioners and the Open Space
Advisory Board have had numerous public meet-
ings to discuss and prioritize possible open space
acquisitions. Citizen participation and feedback,
including Ms Allen’s, has been encouraged and
welcomed at these meetings. 

I hope this letter has addressed specific state-
ments made by Ms. Allen suggesting certain folks
are trying to “steal” her land. I also hope the facts
above have dispelled any notions that the Eagle
Valley Land Trust has done anything improper. It
has not, and I hope each of you will join us in sup-
porting the preservation of historic lands, wildlife
habitat, open spaces and waterways for our future
generations. 

Dan Godec President, Eagle Valley Land Trust

Another great show
If you didn’t have a chance to attend “Company,”

put on by the Vail Valley Theater Company last
weekend, you missed a gem of a production. The
talent in this valley continues to amaze me. The

singing, dancing and acting, along with the direc-
tion, were superb.

You still have a chance to catch the show at 7:30
p.m. Friday and Saturday at Homestake Peak audi-
torium (the former Battle Mountain High School)
in Eagle-Vail. 

It’s hilarious, so be prepared for a laugh fest. It’s
not to be missed. Directed by Beth Swearingen, it
features seasoned Vail Valley Theater Company vet-
erans Lance Schober, Don Watson, John Tedstrom,
Charis Patterson, Todd Frye, Didi Doolittle, Franny
Gustafson, Jena Skinner and Nicole Whitaker.

Several relative newcomers, Jason Steinberg,
Robin Smart, Mallory Parks, Heather Lemon and
Scott Hopkins, add their talents to round out the
cast.

Musical Director Taylor Kundolf demonstrates
his piano-playing expertise onstage, along with
drummer Larry Dutmer. The Stephen Sondheim
score is difficult, but all the performers handle it
with ease. I promise you won’t be disappointed
with this production, a collaboration by all of the
hard-working volunteers of the Vail Valley Theater
Company.

Marka Moser

Ryan for commissioner
Access to affordable, high-quality health care is

an issue that I am passionate about. Any political
candidate’s view on access to care is an important
factor in my voting decisions.

I first met Jill Ryan in 2005, when she was hired
to direct the county’s public health agency. Jill was
immediately assigned to complete a community
health assessment for Eagle County, an enormous
collaborative undertaking. 

I  watched her bring dozens of different commu-
nity stakeholders together to identify issues of con-
cern in our community and achieve consensus on
the top priorities. Her grasp of research and use of
data were meticulous. She was fair, honest, flexible
and open to the ideas and strategies of everyone
involved. She listened: to her employees, col-
leagues in the field and a wide array of communi-
ty members. 

The best part was seeing the results. Jill took best
practices, long employed in other communities,
that were cost effective and achieved measurable
positive outcomes and put them to work in Eagle
County to solve issues around access to care, emer-
gency preparedness, oral health and more.

Jill was instrumental in the creation and imple-
mentation of a community collaborative called
Eagle County Smiles, designed to provide unin-
sured children with a dental home. Six years later,
Eagle County Smiles remains a sustainable pro-
gram of its own, privately funded through individ-
ual, corporate and regional foundation dollars.
Eagle County Smiles has served nearly 1,000 unin-
sured children in our valley and has improved the
quality of life here for all of them.

This is but one example of the work that Jill ini-
tiated in her tenure with the county that contin-
ues to this day. Other examples include the
ongoing planning for a federally qualified health
center, long-overdue planning to address the
long-term care needs of local seniors and the
recently implemented community paramedic
program. 

Jill Ryan’s commitment to health care access is
indisputable and is one of many reasons that she
will have my vote for Eagle County commissioner.

Karen Simon Edwards

Reconsider open space tax 
I would like to respond to Mr. Conklin, of the

Eagle Valley Land Trust, whose recent column on
open space ran in the Vail Daily. It is very conde-
scending to write that those who disagree with him
“fail to understand the complexities of our moun-
tain environment.” 

My first suggestion is that Mr. Conklin get out of
the valley floor and visit the hundreds of thousands
of acres that comprise the White River National
Forest and Bureau of Land Management holdings
in Eagle County. Most of us who lived here or
moved here came because of the natural resources
and love of the mountains. 
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