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Election Information from Eagle County Clerk & Recorder's Office
Voters have until Oct. 9 to register for the Nov. 6 election. Early voting 
begins Oct. 22. To register, go to www.govoteColorado.com. This 
website is also helpful to verify if you are currently registered to vote, 
to update your address or request a ballot by mail. This will be an at 
the polls election. You may also request a ballot be mailed to you by 
contacting the Eagle County Clerk and Recorder’s office at www.
eaglecounty.us/clerk. Ballots will be mailed from the Eagle County 
Clerk & Recorder’s office the week of Oct. 15 to voters who have 
requested mail-in ballots. For requests received after Oct. 15, ballots 
will be mailed daily through Oct. 30. Early voting at the Eagle County 
Clerk’s offices will be available from Oct. 22 through Nov. 2 from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 27 at the Eagle Office at 500 Broadway; Avon Office at 
100 West Beaver Creek Blvd. and the El Jebel office at 0020 Eagle 
County Dr. Voted ballots must be received in the Clerk’s office by 7 
p.m. on Election Day.
The Town of Vail will be conducting a special election on Nov. 6 in 
which voters will consider amendments to the Town of Vail Charter. 
The ballot will contain six questions and will be included as part of the 
Eagle County coordinated general election. For details on the charter 
questions, visit www.vailgov.com. For details on the general election, 
visit www.eaglecounty.us or call 328-8715.

Special Events Commission Accepting 2013 Funding Proposals   
The Town of Vail Commission on Special Events (CSE) is currently 
accepting funding requests from special event producers for 2013 
events occurring in Vail. The RFP, guidelines and accompanying 
information are available online at www.vailgov.com; at the Vail 
Municipal Building, 75 S. Frontage Road; or by calling 477-3551. The 
CSE will pay particular attention to proposals for a Memorial Day 
weekend event that could establish itself in the long term as the 
recognized kick-off to the summer season in Vail. Both indoor and 
outdoor festivities are encouraged. Additional need times that may 
receive priority funding consideration by the CSE include Thanksgiving 
weekend and the time frame from the second week in January 
through the first week in February. Event funding applications are due 
no later than 5 p.m. Oct. 15. Qualifying applications will be reviewed 
by the CSE at its regular monthly meeting on Nov. 7. Final funding 
allocations will be determined by the CSE at a special meeting on 
Nov. 14. Applicants will be notified of their funding status by Dec. 14. 
For details, contact Sybill Navas, CSE coordinator, at 477-3551.

Weekly Construction Updates Available
Construction activity in Vail is in full swing. Projects include the new 
gondola in Vail Village, Lionshead streetscape completion, South 
Frontage Road median and turn lane construction at West Lionshead 
Circle, renovation of the Main Vail Fire Station, Ford Park and Ford 
Amphitheater improvements, Vail Library remodel, Matterhorn Bridge 
replacement, Vail Pass bike path resurfacing and more. For weekly 
email updates on the status of these projects and related contact 
information, visit the town’s website at www.vailgov.com and click on 
the Vail-Mail icon on the home page for a list of e-services, including 
the construction update, from which to subscribe.

Seeking Volunteers @ your Library
Do you have a love of books?  Would you like to work in a warm, 
friendly environment alongside some fabulous library staff?  If so, 
volunteering your time and talent at the Town of Vail Public Library is a 
great way you can give back to your community and get involved in 
one of its prime amenities. Volunteers of all ages are needed year-
round to put returned materials back on the shelves, to assist with 
library programing, or to work in the Friends’ Book Sale Nook. You 
may also “adopt-a-shelf” in a particular section of the collection which 
holds special interest for you to ensure that everything is tidy and 
where it belongs. There are also volunteer opportunities during the 
Friends of the Library Book Sales which take place over Presidents' 
Day weekend and Fourth of July weekend. For more information, 
contact Liz Tomes ltomes@vailgov.com or call 479-2190.

Public Announcements

Library News

Vail Offers News You Can Use
�� www.vailgov.com offers information on Council agendas, town projects, news   
         releases, building and development applications, TOV Code and much more.

�� Channel 5 airs Vail Town Council meetings at 8 a.m. Sundays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays and at 6 p.m. on Fridays as well as additional times. Visit
www.publicaccess5.org for a complete schedule.

�� Watch Channel 10, which features real time traffic and weather conditions.

�� Vail Town Council meetings are now available via live web streaming on 
         www.publicaccess5.org. Go to "video library," then scroll to Vail Town Council.

TOWN OF VAIL
75 S. Frontage Rd. � Vail, CO 81657 � (970) 479-2100

WEEKLY NEWS
Published each Monday 
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Avon council candidates
talk transit, bus system
Town’s bus system has
always been tough to
finance

By Scott N. Miller
SMILLER@VAILDAILY.COM

AVON — The town of Avon has had a bus
system for years. And for years, officials
have tried to find better ways to pay for the
service besides tapping the town’s general
fund.

That’s why this week’s question to the
council candidates is: Avon has always
wrestled with ways to fund its bus system.
Voters last year rejected a proposal to raise
sales taxes to provide a stable source of rev-
enue for the system. Can the town afford to
keep its current bus system running?

Buz Reynolds
Transit in the town of Avon has always

been a lose-lose problem for the town’s
general fund. Every year,
the Town Council and
town staff try to come up
with options to fund even
part of our transit system. 

If possible, it would be
great if Eagle County and
ECO came to the table
with some assistance with
the routes between the
town of Avon and the
Beaver Creek ski area. This

is transportation between two different
jurisdictions in Eagle County that pay a siz-
able amount into Eagle County general
funds and don’t get all the services that oth-
er jurisdictions get! It would be a way to
help out funding just this part of our service
so we can fix our efforts on our town core
routes. 

Jennie Fancher
The town cannot afford not to keep its

bus system running. The bus system is

essential for our guests, as well as the many
workers who live in Avon’s
core. I recognize that
because some Avon voters
don’t ride the bus them-
selves, they may not real-
ize the importance of such
a service. 

Avon’s bus system must
continue and even be
enhanced, solidifying our
partnerships with Beaver
Creek and ECO Transit to
make it as affordable as possible for the
town. Restoring the upper valley’s trans-
portation triangle (bus service between
Avon, Beaver Creek and Vail) should be a
priority for our community.

John Minervini
Yes, the bus system is a necessary public

service. Bus service helps
our environment by
reducing car congestion
and emissions. Buses are
used for commuting to
work, traveling to shop
and getting to the ski
mountain (where they
also relieve parking pres-
sure and make car travel
easier for visitors).  

With all that, Avon has a
great history of living within its means,
which I will support.

So here are the numbers:
• Avon annually spends a little over

$800,000 for our bus system.
• That pays for about 500,000 passenger

trips ($1.60 a trip).  
• The accommodations tax paid by hotel

and short-term visitors raises just under
$750,000. 

While that tax is not dedicated to transit,
it still falls short of paying for the free bus
service we now offer. Avon voted not to
raise sales taxes to provide revenue for the
system. So, since Avon is good at getting
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Guests of the Cliff
Like a stump in the wood-chopping

competition, organizers estimate the
crowd numbers at this year’s Man of the
Cliff to be split down the middle — half
local residents and half visitors from the
Front Range.

But the tourism draw wasn’t exclu-
sive to the Denver area.

Chase Turberville and his wife Mary
Britton Senseney came in from Georgia
specifically for Man of the Cliff; they had
been planning the trip since December.

“We’ve always wanted to come, but
this was the first year we were actually
able to get away, so we put money
aside, booked flights and rented a

house in Minturn,” Turberville said. “It’s
everything I was hoping for, a really
incredible event.”

Turberville said he started growing a
beard as soon as he was certain they
were coming. By Sunday, it was no less
than three inches long at any point on
his face.

“I really wanted to get into the role,”
he said. “Like Daniel Day-Lewis.”

Jill Ryan, Democrat, District 1
The market has changed dramatically since 2008. I

support reviewing and updating regula-
tions and processes accordingly. I
believe that affordable housing in a
resort area is necessary. It allows people
to live close to where they work, creates
a good work-life balance and results in a
community of full-time residents. 

The county just conducted a needs
assessment that still shows an affordabil-
ity gap for renters and persons at 100
percent of area median income (down

from 140 percent). I do think the guidelines need to be
simplified. Also, the required percentage of affordable
housing for development (currently at 35 percent) and
associated offsets need to be reviewed, and the percent-
age probably lowered. I also think we can enhance
options for other public benefits. 

I also support a green building code. Energy efficien-
cy pays for itself and, applying these measures to new
buildings is much easier than retrofitting old ones. I think
the codes can be less onerous. Cross-jurisdictional col-
laboration could produce one shared and simplified
code that is based on a national efficiency standard, with
amendments that reflect local conditions. I know the
conversation has begun between the county and the
building community, and I look forward to keeping it
going.

grant money, we should seek a feder-
al grant (like the Roaring Fork Transit
got last year). Or perhaps it is time for
bus riders to “chip in” and pay a nom-
inal amount to partially offset our
costs. 

As your Town Council member, I
will bring my corporate experience
and financial discipline to all such
matters.

Matt Gennett
Obviously, this is a tough issue for

Avon. On one side of the equation,
people need public transportation

within the town for
work or daily
errands; and on the
other hand, we have
guests who demand
convenient access to
skiing in Beaver
Creek, with other
user types in
between. The prob-
lem may be that
there is simply not

enough ridership in these limited cat-
egories to adequately sustain an in-

town system.
Resort towns like Vail, Aspen and

Breckenridge have significant local
and guest populations to support
their bus systems, which Avon
presently lacks due to our physical
isolation from Beaver Creek. Other
resort towns also have significant rev-
enue streams to fund their systems
that are currently lacking in Avon.
There are already at least three bus
systems operating in Avon today:
ECO Transit (mostly commuter traf-
fic); Beaver Creek Transit (resort
guests, local skiers and commuter
traffic); and the Avon system (which
includes the hotel-lodge shuttles).

We have excellent opportunities to
partner with these other providers to
serve the needs of the community
while utilizing less taxpayer revenue.
It is time to take a fresh approach and
determine what can be done in the
short term to serve our critical transit
needs while building a sustainable,
long-term plan based on our forecast-
ed transportation demand.

Jake Wolf
A bus system, to a town like Avon, is

crucial for many reasons. It would be
in Avon’s best interest to keep the bus

system running. I feel there should
have been another bond initiative this
year, which strictly
dealt with the cost of
running the bus sys-
tem and did not
include the entire
transportation plan.  

The council
should examine get-
ting an increase of
revenue from other
sources including a
possible resort tax and possibly more
support from Vail Resorts. Many
locals and mountain enthusiasts
benefit from Avon’s town transporta-
tion. Not having a bus system would
inhibit our lower-economic residents
and middle-class tourists from
accessing Beaver Creek and our local
businesses. 

I would actually like to see bus serv-
ice expanded to Buffalo Ridge. It
seems logical that we should have
public transportation available for
subsidized housing. The bus system is
beneficial to our community. The cost
of not having a bus system would be
devastating to our community. Can
Avon afford it? We can’t afford not to
have a bus system.
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$99 50 minute customized massage
20% off nail and waxing services

open daily from 10 am to 6 pm

Fall Jubilation

For your convenience a 20% gratuity will be added to the original price of each service and may be adjusted at your discretion. 
Offer valid September 20th through November 14th, 2012.  Offer not valid with other discounts or promotions.

“The Sebastian had an immediate 
need for an IT specialist to assess the 
health, security and overall structure 
of our networks. Decypher was able 
to react quickly and provided us 
with the information and solutions 
we needed to move forward in the 
most efficient manner. They were a 
pleasure to work with and gave us the 
peace of mind that only comes from 
working with true professionals.”

Lance Thompson 
Director of Resort Operations,
The Sebastian Vail

ask about our
NEW CLIENT SPECIAL!

970.949.4141
101 Fawcett Road • Suite 221 • Avon

vailsupport.net

TECH EMERGENCY?

Vail’s Premier IT Solution

PC & Apple Support
Internet Monitoring
Surveillance Systems
Server/Network Support
VoIP Systems

Get support when you need it — TODAY!

SAME DAY SERVICE

S Y L V A N  L A K E  R O A D I N  E A G L E  R A N C H

3 2 8 - 5 7 7 0  |  W W W. E A G L E R A N C H F I T N E S S C L U B . C O M

Try us for one month

$55 for October

All group fitness classes included

Must purchase before 10/15/2012

CALL FOR MORE INFO 
OR COME IN FOR A TOUR

328-5770

20% OFF ALL
 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS

SALE STARTS OCTOBER 1ST

  All group fi tness classes 
included in membership:

Zumba, Yoga, Total Body Conditioning, 

Guns, Guts and Glutes, Ski conditioning

spin, TRX- and many more!

CALL FOR DETAILS: 328-5770 
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