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Accounting for Mitt Romney’s “the
iceman thawed” acceptance speech,
the Democrats have crushed the
Republicans in the battle of the con-
ventions.

I declare this while writing before
President Obama took the stage
Thursday night.

Of course, winning the tightly
scripted conventions is the least of
the contests in the final sprint of the
campaigns.
Who cares,
really?

The
debates will
matter much
more, the
audiences
for them
now includ-
ing actual
voters trying
to make up
their minds.
The conven-
tions are
about the
true believers — both the ones in
your party hanging on every word as
if gospel, and the other side picking at
every promising morsel of a mistake.

And the unemployment rate on
election day will matter even more
than the debates.

Still, I thought Bill Clinton, while
warbling well past his allotted time,
was masterful, maybe even game-
changing. His line that “We believe that
‘we’re all in this together’ is a far better
philosophy than ‘you’re on your own’”
may well become the catchline the
Obama campaign has been lacking.

Clinton was scheduled to speak for
28 minutes, but only partisan critics
complained that he went on too long at
48 minutes. His audience was riveted
throughout, and those minutes passed
just like that. (I’m snapping my fin-
gers.)

Contrast that with the wincing and
pain as Clint Eastwood went off script
and doubled his allotted time in his
conversation with the empty chair that
was supposed to be President Obama.
Assuredly, it seemed forever even to
the faithful, at just 10 minutes.

As far as the fact-checking, we all
should know by now that partisan
assertions all contain grains of truth
and chunks of utter nonsense. Neither
party is immune, and sadly, neither
can be trusted.

But I’m glad to see some stirring of
the rather somnolent Dems back to life
as passion for the tea party cools with
recognition that some of these folks
are, well, pretty nuts generally.

So now, with the passing of the
largely ceremonial borefests of con-
ventions, the preliminaries have fin-
ished and we’re into the final sprint
to choosing a president, along with a
lot of other offices that are just as
important.

As a registered though ambivalent
Republican considering my choices (I
tipped to W. twice), I’m mindful of
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell’s chief aim to make sure
the president’s term lasts just one term.
No matter the damage to America to
achieve this. Yep, Clinton reminded
me.

It may be that the dueling conven-
tions will influence my vote, after all.
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TRUTH
‘A NATION THAT IS AFRAID TO LET ITS PEOPLE JUDGE THE TRUTH
AND FALSEHOOD IN AN OPEN MARKET IS A NATION THAT IS
AFRAID OF ITS PEOPLE.’ John F. Kennedy

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
What’s at stake for Avon

When talking about the Traer Creek and town of
Avon lawsuit regarding the Village at Avon, we find
many people are confused or in the dark about the
conflict and its possible repercussions if the settle-
ment isn't implemented.

It has become an incredibly complicated issue,
one that is extraordinarily expensive to all of us as
taxpayers, to the town of Avon, and to us as the
developer. 

The town has spent more than $2 million on
legal fees. As have we. As has the Traer Creek Met-
ropolitan District.

Last October, the parties to the litigation agreed
to a court-approved settlement agreement. We
agreed to resolve these many years of disputes, ani-
mosity and litigation and put the past behind us
and move forward.

This settlement, a document that includes com-
promise by everyone, is to mark the beginning of a
new spirit of cooperation and collaboration by all
to promote development in the Village at Avon for
the good of the town of Avon and the project.

The settlement says:
• Avon will gain a new, reliable revenue stream

that grows with development.
• Avon will retain revenue streams disputed in

the litigation. 
• The metro district is limited in its ability to

finance future public infrastructure improvements.
This concession allows Avon to begin collecting
full sales tax revenue within the village sooner than
was possible in the original development agree-
ment.

• Avon will receive certain dedications upon
finalizing the settlement and, later, other land ded-
ications and two new open space parcels with
Eagle River access for the public.

• Avon and the Vail Valley will receive a 2 million
gallon regional water tank to allow for future devel-
opment and fill a badly needed hole in the valley's
water system for domestic water and fire safety. 

• The regional water tank and resulting develop-
ment will create jobs.

So what needs to happen to move forward? The
parties must revise a set of documents, including
land-use documents (the “PUD”) and a develop-
ment agreement. Amendments to these docu-
ments are currently going through a public review
process for approval by the Avon Planning and
Zoning Commission and Avon town Council.

Public process and input is important, and no
one wants to shortchange this process: 

• The settlement originally allowed less than four
weeks for the public approval process.

•  Although this time frame included all of the
public hearings required by law, we agreed to dou-
ble the time frame and add work sessions that were
also open for public comment. 

• There have been eight public Town Council
meetings and two public Planning and Zoning
Commission meetings addressing implementa-
tion of the settlement agreement. 

• Everyone recently agreed to extend the public
process by an additional two and a half months,
adding five extra Town Council meetings and three
extra meetings of the Planning and Zoning Com-
mission. 

The final vote on land-use documents provided
by the developer will take place in late September.
If the documents are not approved, it is back to lit-
igation for everyone involved.

The judge presiding over the litigation ruled last
month that Avon cannot collect its full sales tax
within the village until all of the debt incurred by
the metro district is paid in full. Until that time, vir-
tually all revenues collected on retail sales in the
village must be used to pay down the debt.

Now, more than ever, Avon's future depends on
the success of development at the Village at Avon. 

Only by implementing the settlement can Avon
increase revenues from development, decrease the
amount of debt, and allow Avon to begin collecting
sales tax revenues generated by the village. Other-
wise, we will all continue to pay the lawyers mil-
lions of dollars.

Together with the developer, the metro district
and the bank BNP Paribas, the Town Council is
moving forward and working through the issues
surrounding the settlement. 

With the support of Avon's citizens, we can
implement the settlement approved last October
and create a new, brighter future for Avon. By sup-

porting this settlement, you are supporting a
unique opportunity that we should not and can
not pass up. Please feel free to call us with any
questions or concerns you might have. Avon is our
community. Our intent is to make it better.

Michael Lindholm and Marcus Lindholm
Traer Creek Development

We just need jobs

America is being ruined by Obama’s policies that
have destroyed the economy and jobs market. Per-
haps Mr. Bornstein should work on some math
and not worry about the Koch brothers. 

There are 23 million people currently unem-
ployed. If only half of them were to find jobs and,
to make the math easy, were to make $50,000 a
year, then guess what? That would generate $600
billions of GDP! That $600 billion would generate
$120 billion of new tax revenue at a 20 percent rate. 

So Mr. Bornstein can complain all he wants
about the GOP and the rich. The solution is jobs,
not health care, not the rich Koch boys, not more
regulations. 

Obama can take all the wealth and share it. That
is his plan. And as a nation, we will be poorer. Oba-
ma and the Democrats have no plan, except to tax
the upper 1 percent. 

Well, I have news for you socialists: You take it
all, confiscate 100 percent of the Kochs and all the
other billionaires, and it solves nothing. So keep
blaming everyone and solving nothing. This nation
will perish!

Gene Henry Atlanta

Assertions mischaracterized 
Henry Bornstein’s commentary “How GOP is

ruining U.S.” is a blatant misrepresentation of cap-
italism and conservative philosophy. 

To be sure, greed, selfishness and power are not
limited to capitalism. Just ask any immigrant who
was born in a socialist or communist country and
came to the United States because it is the last bas-
tion of hope for anybody who wants to succeed
based on merit and hard work. 

While socialism sounds like the economic basis
for utopia, in practice it is oppressive. The govern-
mental mantra of the past three years is “tax the
rich.” 

The top 10 percent of wage earners already pay 70
percent of income taxes. Rapid analysis of tax data
leaves no doubt that high-wage earners already may
pay more than “their fair share” of taxes. 

Typically, income is a reflection of education,
effort and risk. By asking high-wage earners to pay
more is to ignore property rights that have tradi-
tionally been protected and respected in the Unit-
ed States. Asking some to work harder to finance
those who are unwilling to work is a form of slav-
ery. Wealth redistribution is government-spon-
sored theft. 

I agree with referring back to the Constitution
when making decisions regarding governance and
determining the limits of the federal government. 

With this in mind, please recall that the enu-
merated powers of the Constitution do not
include income redistribution. The Constitution
strives to create a level playing field, but is not
intended to guarantee success. Also recall that the
Constitution calls for taxes and imposts to be
assessed uniformly. 

The Republican view of regulation is grossly mis-
represented. Absence of regulation results in anar-
chy, and does not allow for a level playing field.
Conservatives believe in reasonable regulation.
Excess regulation destroys capital, growth and pro-
ductivity. It is refreshing that liberals can disagree
with the Supreme Court, because the court did
ignore the unconstitutional aspects of Obamacare. 

In regard to campaign financing, it is harmful to
allow the ultra wealthy to control elections. Liber-
als, progressives and Democrats love to refer to the
Koch brothers and Sheldon Adelson, while ignor-
ing similar financial support on the left. To be intel-
lectually honest, let’s not forget the liberal support
from such billionaires as George Soros. Media and
Hollywood also overwhelmingly finance the pro-
gressive (socialist) agenda. 
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