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406 E. Hyman Ave. Aspen, CO
970-920-4475

142 Beaver Creek Pl. Avon, CO
970-748-5008

125 S. Main St. Breckenridge, CO
970-453-9383

225 Main St.  #C-105 Edwards, CO
970-926-5007

50% off Select Summer Styles
 40% off Select DenimSALE SALE

( T H E  S E C R E T ’ S  O U T )

 82 E. Beaver Creek Blvd.  |  AVON  |  970.949.7019  

BREAKFAST

DAILY
ON AVON’S
BEST DECK

Located in Avon | 970-306-6032 | FLEXWASH.COM

$68
from

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
EXPRESS DETAIL

Make it Rain, Get Your Car Detailed!

Serving lunch & dinner daily 11am-10pm

926-3613

Happy Hour 4:30pm-6:00pm Daily

30% off

www.gashouse-restaurant.com

Steaks ~ Seafoods ~Wild
Ga

m
e

Steaks, 
Seafood and 
Wild Game

$5.99
1lb P.E.I. Mussels

LARGEST MENU IN THE
VALLEY, SOMETHING

FOR EVERYONE,
LUNCH & DINNER!

TUESDAY NIGHT 
IS MUSSELS 

NIGHT!

All Appetizers
& Drinks

(970) 949-1423
20 Nottingham Road in Avon

on the north side of I-70
We open at 6 a.m. daily!

Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

Yesterday someone asked me how a place that makes Yesterday someone asked me how a place that makes
great donuts can also serve prime rib dinners better great donuts can also serve prime rib dinners better
than anywhere else in town. I told them I had no idea, than anywhere else in town. I told them I had no idea,
because I’m not really a waitress and only play one in because I’m not really a waitress and only play one in
the Vail Daily. However, I do know how to eat, and Chef the Vail Daily. However, I do know how to eat, and Chef
Noah Bender’s prime rib is awesome. Another person Noah Bender’s prime rib is awesome. Another person
asked me (why so many questions) how it can be so asked me (why so many questions) how it can be so
good for only $19.95. I tell them that Pavelich isn’t good for only $19.95. I tell them that Pavelich isn’t
really a cost accountant, he only really a cost accountant, he only
played one in collegeplayed one in college
Anyway, join us nightly for a Anyway, join us nightly for a
deliciousdelicious

Prime Rib Prime Rib
Dinner   $19.95 Dinner  $19.95  
We also serve Wild Salmon, Filet Mignon, We also serve Wild Salmon, Filet Mignon,
Shrimp Scampi, Roasted Chicken with Mushroom Polenta, Shrimp Scampi, Roasted Chicken with Mushroom Polenta,
Roasted Pork Tenderloin, Spaghetti and Meatballs and Roasted Pork Tenderloin, Spaghetti and Meatballs and
Pastas.Pastas.
See you Northside for dinner.See you Northside for dinner.
Yummy!Yummy!

Hello, I’m Penny from Northside Coffee & Kitchen. Hello, I’m Penny from Northside Coffee & Kitchen.

Officials say revenue
crucial to keep staff and
fire stations
By Scott N. Miller
SMILLER@VAILDAILY.COM

EAGLE COUNTY — As far as Clark Shiv-
ley is concerned, voters in the Eagle River
Fire Protection District have a simple choice
— five fire stations or three.

The district’s board of directors last week
approved ballot language for a tax increase
proposal. Voters will decide in the fall
whether to approve the increase.

The district, which gets virtually all of its
operating budget from property taxes, has
been hit hard by the decline in local proper-
ty values. The district has lost roughly $1.8
million per year in revenue because of that
decline and expects to lose still more during
the next round of county property valuations.

The district last year asked for a tax
increase to cover the lost revenue and would
have locked in the district’s revenue at about
2011 levels. That proposal was defeated by
about 350 votes of roughly 4,000 cast.

This year’s ballot proposal increases the
“mill levy,” the amount of tax assessed, from
last year’s question. But, Shivley said, this pro-
posal would cover the expected decline in rev-
enue that will start with 2014 tax collections.

Shivley said as property values increase,
the district will lower the mill levy to main-
tain revenue at 2010 levels.

In a statement Wednesday, Jennifer Cart-
mell Hays, president of the board, wrote:

“We’ve reduced expenses dramatically,
cutting 70 percent of our administrative
staff, and have no resources to finance
essential equipment such as additional
wildland response vehicles. In 2012, we will
have spent almost a quarter of the wildfire-
response reserve to fund operations, and we
still need to close stations intermittently.
That reserve took us five years to build and
was funded by careful planning and the
conscious deferral of necessary equipment
purchases and of salary increases for the last
three years. The drought conditions and sig-
nificantly heightened wildfire risks of this
summer have highlighted the need to
rebuild our resources.”

Shivley said the intermittent station clo-
sures will become permanent if voters don’t
approve the ballot proposal. The district —
which stretches from the top of Tennessee
Pass to Wolcott but doesn’t include Vail —
now operates five stations. Without more
money, two of those stations will have to
shut down.

Shivley said national standards state that
fire stations in a district should be about five

miles apart. That distance will increase with-
out additional money, and that could mean
increased insurance costs for residents.

Board member Darell Wegert said he
asked his insurance agent about the possi-
ble effects on his bills in the future. That esti-
mate was about $20 per year higher than his
tax bill would be if the ballot issue passes.

Both Wegert and Shivley said the district
this year needs to do a better job persuading
voters about the need for more money. 

Wegert said he heard some voters last
year asking why the district needed more
money after a new fire station had just been
built in West Vail — by a different fire
department with a different revenue source.

“People just think ‘fire department’ and
don’t really know,” Wegert said.

To help get that message out, Wegert said
he plans to talk to town boards, a tactic Shiv-
ley said all the board members plan to par-
ticipate in. 

“But we’re going to ask them to not just
make a resolution but also to get out them-
selves and educate people,” Wegert said. 

And, he added, he hopes to hear ideas
from voters about how the district can oper-
ate more efficiently.

“I think people will have good sugges-
tions,” Wegert said. “Why leave all the sug-
gestions to us?”

Business Editor Scott N. Miller can be
reached at 970-748-2930 or smiller@
vaildaily.com.

Local fire district approves
ballot language for election

What they’re asking
The Eagle River Fire Protection District

is asking for a tax increase in the fall.
Here’s the monthly cost estimate for
residential and business taxpayers for
every $500,000 in assessed value:
• Residential: $12.25.
• Commercial: $44.60.

To learn more, go to www.erfpd.org.
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‘WE’VE REDUCED EXPENSES
DRAMATICALLY, CUTTING 70
PERCENT OF OUR
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF, AND
HAVE NO RESOURCES TO
FINANCE ESSENTIAL
EQUIPMENT SUCH AS
ADDITIONAL WILDLAND-
RESPONSE VEHICLES.’ 
Jennifer Cartmell Hays
President of the board, 

Eagle River Fire Protection District


