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Serving lunch & dinner daily 11am-10pm

926-3613

Steaks, 
Seafood and 
Wild Game

Happy Hour/Aprés Ski 4:00pm-5:30pm Daily
30% Off
Drinks

30% Off
Appetizers

www.gashouse-restaurant.com

Steaks ~ Seafood ~Wild
Ga
me

LARGE SELECTION OF GAME, 
HAND CUT STEAKS 
AND MUCH MORE…

Prime Rib • Ribeye Steaks • Porter House
Filet Mignon • NY Strip • Buffalo Ribeye

Elk Tenderloin • Venison Chop • Duck • Quail
Rack of Lamb • Ribs • Chicken Pastas

½ lb. Burgers & more…

LARGE SELECTION OF SEAFOOD
Lobster Tails • Shrimp • King Crab 

Crab Cakes • Salmon • Mahi • Trout
Stuffed Sole • Calamari • Little Neck 

Clams • Clams Casino • Malpaque Oysters 
Baked Oysters

KIDS MENU AVAILABLE

82 E. Beaver Creek Blvd.  AVON • 970.949.7019

No need to get decked out on our deck.

• DJs spinning your favorites
• Drink specials
• Tequila tasting
• Games & giveaways

Friday Afternoon Casual 

F.A.C.

Free keg of 
Crazy Mountain 

draft every 
Friday on the
deck starting 

at 5pm.

The Lazy, Hazy

Days of Summer
Friday at 5pm

sponsored by:
Vail PM & Double
Diamond Ski Shop

Late Night Bar
Menu til 1am
Thurs, Fri, Sat

Geoff Grimmer
reinstated at Vail Ski &
Snowboard Academy
by 4-3 vote
By Randy Wyrick
RWYRICK@VAILDAILY.COM

EAGLE — Geoff Grimmer is still Vail Ski &
Snowboard Academy’s principal.

After a 90-minute hearing and more than
an hour of public outpouring of support, the
school board voted 4-3 to overturn Superin-
tendent Sandra Smyser’s June 14 decision to
fire Grimmer.

More than 75 supporters packed the
room and burst into applause when school
board member Brian Nolan, hesitating
slightly, broke the 3-3 tie and voted to keep
Grimmer at the academy.

Grimmer said he was fired because he
did not hire the superintendent’s husband
and because he was willing to disagree with
district administrators.

Smyser said he was not “coachable” and
had not been for three years.

In reference to his clashes with the dis-
trict’s administration, especially Smyser,
board members said Grimmer was disre-
spectful, something they said Grimmer
must change.

“We expect certain things and we’re not
getting them,” said school board member
Ross Morgan. “Some of the email chains
were astonishing and, coming from a prin-
cipal, disconcerting.”

During public input, Vail Ski & Snow-
board Academy sixth-grader Roxanna
Chaney even sang a song, belting it out with
a guitar, asking, “Please don’t let this go
away, because we love VSSA.”

Family affair?
Grimmer said Smyser caught up with

him during an administrative meeting at
Eagle Valley High school to tell him that her
husband was available for the ski academy’s
part-time math teacher position.

Grimmer said he interviewed him
because felt obligated to, but said Smyser’s
husband was not a good fit as a middle
school math teacher.

“After I did not hire him, I must say that
my relationship with the administrator went
south,” Grimmer said. “My failure to hire her
husband became a factor.”

School district attorney Adele Reester
said Grimmer’s assertion is without merit.

“He had already been hired as a substi-
tute,” Reester said about Smyser’s husband.

Reester told the board that Grimmer was
an at-will employee and that not hiring
Smyser’s husband was not a factor.

“They can be fired for any reason, or no
reason at all,” Reester said. “In this case,
there is reason for his termination.”

Reester said Grimmer was put on a per-
formance improvement plan on Jan. 15,
2010.

Among the issues Reester outlined were:
• The ski academy’s master teacher left

the building once during a training session.
Grimmer said they had made it clear the
night before that she would be unable to
attend.

• Reester said the district mandated that
Algebra II was not to be offered, but Grim-
mer had a math teacher teaching it anyway.

• Reester said Grimmer made comments
about district initiatives, that they were “like
polishing s--t.”

Smyser, assistant superintendent Mike
Gass, and curriculum director Heather
Eberts said Grimmer does not support their
new “rigorous curriculum.”

“As for its rigorous curriculum design, I
was under the mistaken impression that the
district wanted feedback,” Grimmer said.

Middle management
During the hearings, Smyser called a

building principal a “middle management
position.” School board president Jeanne
McQueeney later called it a “poor choice of
words,” but said it speaks to principals serv-
ing staff and students, as well as following
directions from upper management.

“Having a tight relationship with parents
and inspiring kids is not all there is. You
have to implement the stuff that comes
from above and do (so) in the way you have
been asked to do,” Smyser said. “It’s my job
not just to evaluate and coach, but to
choose building leaders who can imple-
ment.”

Grimmer said that “the idea that princi-
pals are middle managers is an interesting
one for their leader to have.”

“If your challenge is to create these learn-
ing communities, a principal needs to be
more inspiring than a middle manager,” he
said.

Vail Ski & Snowboard Academy has Col-
orado’s second-highest ACT scores, behind
a private school in Denver, Grimmer said.

Grimmer has been with VSSA since it
opened, growing it from 31 students in its
first year to 160 for the 2012-13 school year.

“I love what I do. I love it every single
day,” Grimmer said. “I never run to the
shower happy that I’m a middle manager.”

School board overturns
principal’s termination

How they voted
A “no” vote retained Grimmer, while a

“yes” vote fired him.
Brian Nolan: No.
T.J. Johnson: No.
Tessa Kirchner: Yes.
Jeanne McQueeney: Yes.
Carrie Benway: No.
Kate Cocchiarella: Yes.
Ross Morgan: No.
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Daily staff report
NEWSROOM@VAILDAILY.COM

BEAVER CREEK — The Beaver Creek
Rodeo Series has returned for its 11th sea-
son Thursdays through Aug. 16. 

The full lineup of classic rodeo events
includes bronco riding, calf scramble, team
roping, mutton bustin,’ barrel racing, bull
riding and burro racing. Gates open at 5
p.m. and pre-event activities include pony
rides, face painting, mechanical bull rides,
western fare and a wide range of barbecue
offered by local restaurants.

Rodeo tickets may be purchased at the
Beaver Creek Information Center up to 3
p.m. on the day of the rodeo or on site at the
rodeo beginning at 5 p.m. The rodeo takes
place rain or shine, and tickets are therefore
non-refundable. Ticket pricing is as follows:

VIP: $25

General admission: $20
Seniors (65 or older): $15
Youth (13-17): $10
Kids (12 and younger): Free
Registration to compete in the rodeo

begins at 5 p.m. on the day of the event at
the information tent inside the gates. Chil-
dren may sign up for mutton bustin’ and
the calf scramble each Thursday night and
adults ages 18 and older may register a
team of three to compete in the burro rac-
ing competition. 

Located in Avon behind Chapel Square
at Traer Creek, free shuttle service to the
rodeo is available from the Covered Bridge
in Beaver Creek Village. Shuttles run con-
tinuously from 5 to 9 p.m. Free parking is
available directly across the street from the
rodeo grounds. Alcoholic beverages, pets,
and glass containers cannot be brought
onto the rodeo grounds.

Beaver Creek rodeo returns 


