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EDUCATION FOUNDATION CONTINUES TO GAIN MOMENTUM 
 
Avon, CO – Since launching the organization and its fundraising campaign late last year, 
the Education Foundation of Eagle County (EFEC) has seen their message – and their 
bank account – grow significantly.  Created to fill the gap in state and local funding for 
public education, EFEC’s mission is to keep talented and effective teachers in front of our 
valley’s children.   
 
In late February of this year, the school board announced that 50 teaching positions would 
be cut due to lack of public funding at the state and local level.  EFEC estimated that 
$3.2M would need to be raised by the private sector in order for every one of those 
positions to be saved, thus keeping educators in front of our kids and maintaining crucial 
student/teacher one on one time.  EFEC – who was recently approved as the 501c3 
organization designated to handle all staffing donations to the school district – has been 
hard at work for months.     
 
“Yes, that ($3.2M) was a big, hairy, audacious goal, but we didn’t want to shoot for 
anything less,” stated Wendy Rimel, the Education Foundation of Eagle County’s newly 
elected president.   “Our whole mission is to maintain great quality education here in Eagle 
County and we believe that begins with keeping our excellent teachers in the classroom.” 
 
And while that big, hairy, audacious goal hasn’t yet been reached, Rimel is encouraged by 
the community support to date.  At last count, donations from the private sector totaled 
nearly $140,000 – with over $70,000 of that coming in the last few weeks.  There has been 
a steady increase in giving – and it’s a trend that Rimel expects to see continue. 
 
“EFEC is an all-volunteer, grass-roots effort, and seeing so many individuals and the 
community at large support our cause is extremely encouraging.  We’re working hard to 
get the message out and we believe that there is more to come.  In just six months, 
donations have been raised by half a dozen creative fundraisers, generous business 
owners, and even children’s own piggy banks.  Truly, this is just the beginning.” 
 
 

* * * 
 
The Education Foundation of Eagle County (EFEC) works to bridge the gap in lost state 
and local public education funding.  For more information on the organization or to make a 
worthwhile contribution, go to www.efec.org.  Be part of the solution! 
 
 


