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Fresh! Fast! Filling!

GUESTS IN TOWN?
STOCK UP!

TAMALES
T A Q U I T O S
ENCHILADAS
CHIPS & SALSA
GUACAMOLE

WINGS

READY TO
EAT
OR
READY TO
HEATValley Delivery by Ala Cart (970) 476-3663

970-949-6702

MountainMountain
CommunicationsCommunications
and Electronics, Inc. SI
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WE TRANSFER PHOTOSWE TRANSFER PHOTOS
AND PHONE BOOK NUMBERS!AND PHONE BOOK NUMBERS!

GLASS AND SCREEN REPAIRSGLASS AND SCREEN REPAIRS

New Low Prices on the

Hottest PhonesHottest Phones
from AT&T!

Large selection of phones and accessories

Professional Service and Technical Support

© 2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, AT&T logo and all other marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T

Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affi liated companies. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

In Eagle-VailIn Eagle-Vail
Quality Service, Competitive PricingQuality Service, Competitive Pricing

SIMBA RUN #2301

Best Value at Simba Run! 2 bedroom, 2 bath
condo with great location in back building

with views to the Gore Range, easy bus ride
to Vail Village, pool, hot tub, steam room, and

exercise room.  Great rental potential.

Offered at $447,500 

Located in the heart of Vail Village
281 Bridge Street, Vail 

(970) 476-1450 • Denver Toll Free (303) 893-3101
www.brandesscadmus.com

state of the art
FACILITY

the fi nest
COLLISION REPAIR

328-AUTO
        (2886)

256 MARMOT LANE
IN EAGLE

FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE

NOW
A L S O I N
EAGLE-VAIL 
VAIL DAILY BUILDING

845-2277

alpine-collision.com

Commissioners
set up fund as
part of Energy
Smart program
By Derek Franz
EAGLE VALLEY ENTERPRISE

EAGLE — Things just got easier for
people who want to make their homes
more energy efficient.

On Tuesday, the Eagle County com-
missioners agreed to set up a revolving
loan fund — Energy Smart Partners
LLC — with Pitkin and Gunnison
counties as part of the tri-county Ener-
gy Smart program.

Energy Smart is being funded
through a $4.9 million federal grant
and provides residents access to infor-
mation, financing and energy-efficien-
cy professionals.

Joe Rowan is tabbed as the executive
director of the Energy Smart Partners
fund, which has $985,000 of grant
money to be used for low-interest
loans of as much as $25,000 for people
making energy improvements.

“We’re able to offer this at a lower
interest rate and for a more focused
purpose than what a regular bank
would,” said Adam Palmer, Energy
Smart’s program manager.

Energy Smart’s aim is to achieve a 20
percent or better energy savings in at
least 10 percent of existing residential
housing in the tri-county region over a
three-year period. The bigger goal of
those energy savings is to stimulate
jobs and the economy.

It works like this: A homeowner
signs up for a building assessment for
$50, and a certified analyst is sent to
the home. The analyst checks the
building’s energy efficiency and makes
recommendations for improving it. If
a homeowner opts to follow through
with any improvements, Energy Smart
has a list of qualified contractors who
can do the work. Various rebates and
direct installments also are available.

The idea is that the more people are
able to invest in the improvements, the
more money and energy will be saved
and construction jobs created. In Eagle
County, Energy Smart has certified
eight contractors as building analysts
and registered 16 contractors as quali-
fied to make energy improvements.

Now, with the revolving loan fund,
Energy Smart has a streamlined
process to lend money to homeown-
ers making improvements. People
who previously couldn’t afford the
work might now be able to. That trans-
lates as jobs for contractors, who can
now be paid directly from the loan
fund after a homeowner signs off on
the work that was done.

The loans carry interest rates as low
as 3.75 percent and are mostly unse-

cured, Rowan said. 
Palmer anticipates most loans will

be in the range of $5,000 to $10,000.
“It will be first come, first served,” he

said. “The $985,000 is for all three
counties, and we’re looking at dispers-
ing the majority of that within the next
year.”

The hope is that Energy Smart will
be able to continue growing long after
the grant money is gone. By helping
people with the up-front costs of ener-
gy improvements — which should
save them money in the long run —
they’ll hopefully be able to pay back
the loans with interest and keep the
program going. In the meantime, jobs
are immediately created and contrac-
tors are paid sooner than later.

“When you extrapolate up to 10
years, the savings are obvious,” Palmer
said of energy improvements. “Our
goal is to keep this going in perpetuity.”

So far, the program has done 1,225
home assessments in all three coun-
ties and 597 of those have translated
into home improvements. Now that
the loans are potentially cheaper and
more accessible, the assessment-to-
improvement conversion rate is likely
to increase.

“We don’t compete with banks,”
Rowan said. “We serve a niche that is
harder for banks to serve.”

To learn more about Energy Smart
or sign up for a home assessment, vis-
it energysmartcolorado.com or call
970-328-8777.

Plan calls for piling trash higher
By Derek Franz
EAGLE VALLEY ENTERPRISE

EAGLE — Eagle County staff and commissioners were told
in February that the landfill had a problem.

In the past 15 years, trash has been compiled in a steeper
slope than what was originally permitted.

On Tuesday, commissioners authorized KRW Consulting
Inc. to start fixing the problem.

“Before you is a contract to authorize (KRW) to do two
things — start the process of vertical expansion on the land-
fill and to revise the design and operation manual, which has-
n’t really been modified in more than 16 years,” said Ken
Whitehead, the director of Eagle County Solid Waste and
Recycling. Whitehead suggested the possibility of vertical
expansion as a solution when he presented the problem to
commissioners in February.

“The slope is anywhere from a 14:1 ratio (shallow) to a 4:1
ratio (steeper) in different parts of the landfill,” he said.

Commissioners agreed then that the best solution is to see
if the landfill can be repermitted with the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Health and Environment to have 4:1 slopes. A
4:1 slope is the maximum allowed by state law. 

If repermitted, the landfill would be able to keep piling
trash upward to delay its expansion outward and extend the
life of the landfill.

“I stress that there is no environmental impact — this is an
operational impact,”  said Whitehead, who started his posi-
tion with the county last year.

At the Feb. 13 meeting, the county commissioners gave
Whitehead the go-ahead to proceed with the effort, which
was estimated to cost as much as $120,000. The biggest neg-
ative potential impact of vertical expansion would be visual,
but Whitehead predicts that would be minimal.

“If you drive up to Red Sky Ranch — the landfill is about
three miles away — and look across the valley, you could see
it, but I don’t think you would notice it. It would be a brown
mound in front of a brown hill,” Whitehead said, stressing that
the plan will be subject to public scrutiny every step of the
way.

County making more
room at local landfillLoan fund is created to

increase energy savings


