
From: Jon Stavney  
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 11:39 AM 
To: Staff  
Subject: Re: County's Open Space - Same old Problems 
From: Jon Stavney  
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2011 9:23 AM 
To: Staff ; #Commissioners  
Cc: Toby Sprunk ; terickson@homesteadcourtclub.com  
Subject: RE: County's Open Space - Same old Problems 

Staff, 

Thanks for asking, and providing the opportunity to respond. 

In short, the parking off of Cameron Lane has been discussed at length through negotiations, and has even been staked in 
two alternative locations by our engineering department (the HOA preferred “alternative 2” is attached). This design will 
have twelve interior spaces and room for horse trailer parking around the outside. We are still debating whether it should 
be paved or gravel. 

Not having this public access point to landlocked USFS lands beyond would have been a deal breaker for me. 

In both my meetings with the Homestead HOA, it was made clear that without a central access point and parking for this 
to be utilized by those from other parts of the county, that the purchase was a non-starter for two of the three 
commissioners. This is a regional access point. Together we discussed a variety of options—dispersed parking at a variety 
of existing locations, parking on their existing Open Space property in a ravine, parking near the water tank access road, 
etc. It was agreed that the best solution for Homestead was to centralize use to this access point. Evidently they have an 
issue with horse trailers being parked at various locations for existing access. This is a mutually agreed upon location. 

I very much agree that some previous county Open Space deals have been weak on public access. This particular deal is 
not. 

Incidentally, the Eagle Valley Land Exchange will be providing a similar parking and access near Beaver Creek point in 
Wildridge on that 480 acre parcel. 

I am often asked why with 85% of Eagle County as public lands, do we need more Open Space? 

 
My reply has everything to do with access. Much of that federal public land is effectively inaccessible to citizens because 
of a lack of convenient access, or because it is land locked from the population by private property. This parcel is an 
excellent example. Running, walking, Snow-shoeing, and biking on open space near where people live is increasingly 
recognized as vital to our active lifestyle. People want to enjoy the outdoors on a daily basis for their health and sanity. 
Neighborhoods that have good access to public lands are more valuable because of it. 

Thanks again for the opportunity to respond. 

Jon Stavney 
County Commissioner 
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