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The town of Eagle is facing an
important vote for the direction of its
community, coming up on May 22.
Normally, the town of Gypsum would
not involve itself in such an important
action by our neighbor to the east.

However, in the past few weeks our
name has been brought up in numer-
ous articles and op-ed pieces when
no direct discussion with the town of
Gypsum has occurred.

The first issue is the town of Gyp-
sum has not had any contact with
City Market or their parent company,
Kroger, for several years. 

We have contacted them since we
read the same article the rest of the
county read:
“Eagle’s City
Market eye-
ing expan-
sion plans”
in the Vail
Daily and
“City Market
mulls over
move to Gyp-
sum” in the
Eagle Valley Enterprise.

The conversation was polite and
what the town of Gypsum already
knew still stands. City Market is not
leaving Eagle to come to Gypsum.
They do not have any plans in regard
to a Gypsum location at this time. 

We are not sure who started this
rumor, but it is simply not true.
Whether or not they desire to expand
their current store in Eagle is a con-
versation best left between the town
of Eagle and City Market, as it is none
of our business. 

What this rumor did accomplish is
it raised some uncomfortable issues
between our own local hometown
grocer and our community that did
not need to be raised. Columbine
Market continues to serve the needs
of the Gypsum community just fine,
and we are happy to have them.

The second issue is in regard to
Trinity RED submitting a bid on the
Tower’s Center as a “fallback” posi-
tion if the vote doesn’t pass in Eagle
on May 22. What the articles fail to
report is that three sealed bids were
submitted and all were rejected.
None of them were qualified bids. 

This is from a direct conversation
between the current owner of the
Tower Center. (No, the Tower Center
is not in foreclosure and in fact, the
current owner remains a key player
for commercial development in the
future.) 

The town of Gypsum has never
even met any of the principals behind
Trinity RED Development. If Gypsum
were a viable “fallback” position for
them, most developers would have
wanted discussion with the town to
make sure they understand all of the
entitlement process in Gypsum. Gyp-
sum has not had a single conversa-
tion with our purported new com-
mercial developers. Wonder why?

The third issue relates to the rev-
enue-sharing agreement itself. Yes, it
is true that because of TABOR, it is
only a year-to-year deal. Gypsum,
nonetheless, has kept the deal in
place for the past five years. In fact, it
was put into place after Gypsum had
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Leave
Gypsum
out of it

CHANGE
‘THEY MUST OFTEN CHANGE, WHO WOULD BE CONSTANT IN
HAPPINESS OR WISDOM.’

Confucius

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Would you have liked him then?
Butch, I was absolutely delighted to read your

column praising President Truman for his willing-
ness to squarely face the nation’s problems and
then to make the very difficult decisions that were
so badly needed.

However, it is worth noting that your present
admiration would not have been the norm during
the time that Mr. Truman actually served as presi-
dent. As you know, he was seldom held in high
regard while in office, and he was almost defeated
in 1948 when he ran against Thomas E. Dewey,
best described as “the little man on the wedding
cake.” 

But incidentally, given your own conservative
leanings, do you think that you would have
expressed the same admiration for Mr. Truman
back when he was president? Or do you think per-
haps that it’s easier to be objective in retrospect? 

Incidentally, I must admit, it did occur to me that
you might be heaping praise on Mr. Truman only
in order to establish your objectivity before you
slammed President Obama.

And now let me offer a couple of my own
thoughts. First, that neither the confirmed Democ-
rats nor the confirmed Republicans will control
this election. The presidency will be determined by
our independent voters. And just as in 1948, lika-
bility will be a huge factor. 

There can be little doubt that Mr. Truman was
far easier to like than Mr. Dewey back then. Now in
2012, Mr. Obama is far easier to like than the very
wealthy, stuffy, flip-flopping Mr. Romney. So I
firmly believe that Mr. Obama will win re-election. 

My second thought is that just like Mr. Truman,
Mr. Obama will ultimately be given proper credit
for his accomplishments. 

David LeVine Avon

A blessing to our family
Many people know Jason Pratt. He worked at

City Market in Avon for many years, and three
years ago we had the privilege of having Jason
move into our home. 

It is with a heavy and sad heart that I write this,
but his parents have decided to find a new host
home for him. We will miss him very much, as he
became a member of our family.

During the three years that Jason lived with us,
we learned so much from him. He has been a true
blessing not only to our immediate family, but
extended family from Portland, Ore., to Fort Laud-
erdale, Fla., and everywhere in between. 

Jason attended family reunions, weddings,
funerals, birthday parties, camping trips and so
many other activities. During these times people
would comment how special he was. 

At one wedding he did the wedding march with
the grandma of the groom, and they had a blast. At
another wedding, he stole a girl from a guy to
dance with her. He was able to hold my little grand-
daughter before she passed away. So many mem-
ories. He will be missed.

One night I couldn’t sleep, so I got up and start-
ed thinking about Jason. God in all his wisdom
spoke to me that night about Jason. He told me that
Jason was the truest reflection of Jesus on this
earth. 

Jason loves unconditionally, he never holds a
grudge, and all a person has to say is “I’m sorry,”
and he forgives you. He always extends his hand to
help someone, anyone.

We observed this at the bus stop, as he would
hurry to be the first one off the bus to help the
ladies down the stairs. 

He may be slow to walk and would sometimes
frustrate me because I would be in a hurry, but he
would stop and see the beauty in everything. He’s
never had a girlfriend or a wife, but if he did, she
would be the luckiest gal on this earth. He goes out
of his way to make a person feel loved. This is how
Jesus is. He never holds a grudge, loves uncondi-
tionally, extends his hand out to help anyone who
needs it, helps us see the beauty of the world that
God created and always makes a person feel loved.

We started taking him to church with us and he
would watch, and one day he saw that I was having
a bad day. He made me stop and he held my hand
and raised it up and started praying for me. It
touched me so much, it made me cry. This is our
Jason.

I’m thankful that he was a member of our fami-
ly and we will always love and am saddened that
he is leaving, but I pray that he will be blessed and
will be a blessing to whomever he is with next.

Josie Archuleta and family Gypsum

The larger problem
As a fan of facts, I feel the need to respond to Kay

Caspersen’s April 19 letter on the “Buffett rule”
(“Well, pay that tax then”). In her brief statement,
Ms. Caspersen appears to have the pertinent facts
simply wrong. 

Mr. Buffett does not, in fact, owe “over a bil-
lion dollars in back taxes.” His company, Berk-
shire Hathaway, is the entity that owes the taxes
and they are working to settle the issue with the
government.

It may seem like an unimportant distinction or
that I’m splitting hairs, but the whole point of the
proposed Buffett rule is to ensure that wealthy
individuals aren’t paying a lower rate than folks
who make considerably less — the famous exam-
ple of this being that Mr. Buffett paid a lower
income tax rate than his secretary.

The fact that his company is playing fast and
loose with the tax code speaks to the much larger
issue of our desperate need for corporate tax
reform. Corporate tax reform is likely an issue that
both liberal elitists and the tea partiers can agree
on. 

Our going rate for corporate taxes is around 35
percent, among the highest in the industrialized
world. The catch is that we have so many loopholes
in the code, no company who can afford to hire a
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would be akin to managing an Amer-
ican League baseball team and mak-
ing your pitcher hit because you hap-
pen to disagree with the designated
hitter rule. In other words, foolish. 

The broader point is that if we want
a change we’re going to have to
change the rules. The Buffett rule is an
attempt to do just that and not the lib-
eral elitists trying to make rules that

everyone should live by except them-
selves.

Jeff P. Miller Minturn

Can’t save our way there

When I got back from the war (I was
born into the poor side of the family),
I asked my rich uncle, “What should I
do? How do I get ahead?”

Aside from the usual bromides (get

an education, make the buffalo
scream), he told me that one way to
get ahead was to buy when it was
cloudy. Over the next few weeks or
months, many of us will be asked for
our support and our votes as we con-
sider some large real estate develop-
ments such as Steadman-Philippon in
Vail and RED in Eagle.

My uncle also told me that no one
ever saved their way to wealth.

Kenton Krohlow Edwards

already secured Costco as a major ten-
ant, not before. 

While the pie-chart breakdown in
the latest article is not exactly accu-
rate, it also fails to recognize it has net-
ted the town of Eagle $1,339,866.10 to
date. That number increases as the
incentive package diminishes with
Costco in 2013. Both communities will
net more at the end of the day as busi-
ness grows within the defined rev-
enue-sharing boundary and as our
incentive package goes away. 

While Gypsum appears to be the
bad guy in recent articles because we
have a certain percentage of our sales
tax collections specifically earmarked
toward various line items as previous-
ly approved by our voters, when we
entered into the revenue-sharing
agreement that issue was understood
clearly by both communities. 

If the situation were reversed, there
are earmarks with Eagle’s own sales
tax that would not be subject to shar-
ing with Gypsum. We understood that
and were still willing to move forward. 

The concept of revenue sharing was
always intended to keep from compet-
ing for limited sales-tax revenue in the

western end of Eagle County. A win-
ner-take-all attitude will always pro-
duce a loser and there is a chance for
everyone to win rather than one town
win and the other lose. We still believe
an attitude of 50 percent of something
(or even 40 percent of half the sales tax
collected) is better than 100 percent of
nothing.

Rest assured, there were no quali-
fied bids on the Tower Center auction,
nor is City Market closing its Eagle
store and moving to Gypsum. 

Thus, Eagle is left to decide its future
on the merits of the project and not on
unfounded rumors. That is all for the
Eagle voters to decide, not Gypsum. 

We don’t have a dog in the fight nor
do we want one. If Eagle residents feel
“yes” is the best vote, that is fine. If the
answer is “no,” that is fine. 

That is democracy in local govern-
ment at its finest. Gypsum just wants
to be left out of the fray. We have our
own issues and our own town to work
with. 

At the end of it all, Eagle is still our
closest neighbor, hosting the county
seat, the fairgrounds, the pool and ice
rink and the WECMRD ball fields that
our residents all enjoy. The common
grounds and needs for cooperation
and sharing facilities are and always

will be the foundation of the relation-
ship between the two towns. 

We look forward to working with the
new town of Eagle trustees the same
as we enjoyed working with their past
trustees. None of that changes regard-
less of what happens on May 22.

We wish you all the best with the
coming vote. Pass or fail, we are still
here willing to discuss our commonal-
ities and ways to make the western
end of Eagle County even better.

The Gypsum Town Council: Mayor
Steve Carver, Mayor Pro Tem Richard
Mayne, Beric Christansen, Tom
Edwards, Gary Lebo, Tim McMichael,
Pam Schultz.

Editor’s note: The sources of stories
about City Market wishing to expand
and RED bidding on Tower Center prop-
erty were the Eagle Town Board; RED’s
top Eagle River Station representative,
Jeff McMahon; Jim McDonnell, the
executive director of Sheldon Good, the
real estate company hired to auction
the Tower Center property; and City
Market executives. The source of the
pie chart referenced was the town of
Gypsum. We consider these all to be
legitimate sources and the information
newsworthy.
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