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All of us want the very best for our
children and grandchildren. We want
to make sure our kids have every
opportunity to thrive and be success-
ful. And there is not one of us who
would fail to step between them and
harm’s way. 

However, for most of us who have
been around the block a couple of
times, it’s a challenge and sometimes
mindboggling to deal with how
advanced and savvy our kids have
become when it comes to modern
technology and communication.

My grandkids can upgrade and
fine-tune our home computer in the
blink of an eye. It gives me a
headache just thinking how much
more they know about modern
technology
and how to
use it. And
therein lies
the problem.

Our kids
are so com-
fortable with
all the new
communica-
tion devices that I sometimes think
they do not totally understand the
power they hold in their hands and
how quickly — in the blink of an eye
— the inappropriate use of a cell-
phone camera or a YouTube posting
can change lives. The results can be
long-term, devastating conse-
quences to kids caught up in the
moment.

The recent case of a “sexting” scan-
dal at Chaparral High School in Park-
er sheds light on a growing problem
that we in Eagle County are not
immune to. 

Wikipedia defines sexting as “the
act of sending sexually explicit mes-
sages or photographs, primarily
between mobile phones.” It is the
direct result of advances in commu-
nication technology that have creat-
ed new forms of social interaction. 

Think about it. This new way of
communicating allows pictures and
videos (which can be more explicit
and have a greater impact than text)
to be created without the use of tradi-
tional methods that would slow the
process, such as photo printing. Pho-
tos can be created and shared
instantly without time for reflection. 

Additionally, once the material
goes viral, neither the originator nor
the subject of the photo or message
has control over its distribution.

Forget, for a minute, the legal con-
sequences attached to this issue.
Consider the social and emotional
impact on a teenage girl or guy, who
for whatever reason — pushing the
boundaries, peer acceptance, puppy
love — participates in this kind of
thing. 

There are cases of teens being
teased, hounded or shunned by
friends and classmates to the point
that they have left school, had emo-
tional breakdowns and even taken
their own lives.

Our children have enough to deal
with growing up in today’s world.
They are looking for guidance and
direction from us. They need our
help, our experience, our knowledge 

There is a lot of rhetoric these days about the
size and role of government. 

Hear the national drumbeat for “limited
government”? 

Locally, I’m proud to have quietly reduced
county government by 30 percent to match our
revenues, showing that fiscal responsibility does-
n’t require drama or headlines. 

Under a pure “limited” argument, we would not
have national rail or interstate highway systems
that make possible Rocky Mountain living. Mod-
ern supply chains make the market
more reliant on government infra-
structure than ever.

Best summed by President Reagan’s
“government isn’t the solution, it is the
problem,” the “limited” argument goes
south when you ask citizens if they like
good roads, strong public schools and
clean air and water. 

Speaking of water, massive federal
vision and investment built the dams
and reservoirs that make living in the
arid West possible. A lack of water stor-
age would have kept Colorado, Arizona
and southern California populations
closer to the Dakotas. 

While one anti-tax advocate would
like to shrink government to a size
where it can be “drowned in the bath-
tub,” I don’t think many citizens fantasize life as
“The Road Warrior,” with anarchy on a backdrop of
crumbling public infrastructure. 

So dismiss the fringes on both sides. National-
ly, we need a stronger moderate leadership that
appreciates the interrelationship of government
and the marketplace. Locally, I think we strike a
decent balance.

In Eagle County, we do go beyond state man-
dates, which some would define as taking a more
expansive role.

Local government plays an important support
role in our quality of life, or I wouldn’t bother with
public service. 

Two cases in which the county stepped in to
help Red Cliff are both nonmandated: first in help-
ing build a wastewater plant to keep raw sewage
out of the Eagle River and recently by providing
assistance when their water system froze. 

The 450 employees at Eagle County Regional
Airport and those across the valley who benefit
from the $1 billion annually pumped into our
tourist economy probably appreciate our expan-
sive role in running the airport. It would be easy in
the changing world of air travel to lose focus and
lose business at the airport. That is why we are

focused on growing business and planning the next
10 years through the airport master plan and are
striving to bring an international terminal on line. 

Other “extracurricular” county activities include
running a landfill, a recycling facility and a region-
al transit system, while securing $8 million in fed-
eral funding for projects such as the Edwards
roundabouts. 

Who believes Eagle County should have stuck to
the limited role when it facilitated the community
amenity that is now Miller Ranch — a campus that

integrates five public schools, athletic
fields and affordable housing, as well as
a thriving community college? What a
tremendous, master-planned amenity
that is to residents of the central valley. 

Housing is a nonmandatory role, yet
rebuilding Riverview Apartments cost
the county nothing and provided more
than 200 local jobs this past year. We
need to dial back our guidelines for a
better regulatory balance.

For the past 18 months, the housing
authority has been working to bring a
skilled-nursing, assisted-living facility
for our seniors to the valley. That’s
something the private sector has not
been able to do. It would bring more
than 60 permanent jobs to the valley.
This is within our allowed powers but

far beyond our mandated powers. 
The list of allowed, but nonmandated, activi-

ties we do for public safety is equally as long,
such as facilitating hazardous-fuel removal from
our forests, preparing our deputies for SWAT-lev-
el duty, providing at-cost immunizations and
funding watershed protection — all “expansive”
roles.

There are many allowed powers we don’t take
on that some other counties do, such as running a
hospital or taking on general obligation debt. You
probably didn’t know that Eagle County has zero
general obligation debt.

There are many roles we can’t or shouldn’t take
on. But the next time you see the “limited” govern-
ment flag waved, imagine if the county had limit-
ed itself to only nonmandated endeavors and the
federal government had done the same. Things
would be mighty quiet in the valley without Inter-
state 70, U.S. Highway 6 or the airport. 

In such a world, county commissioners in my
place might just be advocating that we try to be the
next Oak Creek. 

Jon Stavney, of Eagle, is an Eagle County 
commissioner.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Offering new direction

As they complete their ballots, I hope the elec-
torate knows of Robert Frost because on April 3,
they will face a similar choice: Eagle, Colo., is at a
crossroads. 

Some think the town election is only about one
project, but the underlining issue is the character
of our town, what direction we as a community
want to go and, most importantly, where the citi-
zen sits on the organizational chart. 

I believe most agree we need to create jobs and
revenue to grow and maintain the high quality of
life we enjoy. But how to do so and what jobs are
sustainable over time can cause heated discussion
among friends and neighbors. 

Unfortunately, these heated discussions have
been going on for at least  five years when it should
have ended in January 2010. This is not because
the developer should have gone away but because
the town leadership should have brought both
sides together to see what kind of project we could
support as a community in east Eagle. 

I honestly believe that the “yes” and “no” sides
(won’t it be great when we can stop using those
terms?) are not that far apart on a project we can
embrace and support for the developer. But over 30
percent bigger than we voted down and 80 percent
bigger than Glenwood Meadows, with 550 housing
units, is simply not it. 

Possibly because it is so big, it seems Eagle River
Station will trigger a citizen’s vote (or not) for the
candidates. This should definitely be a considera-
tion, but one project should never be the focus of
our future, our resources or our town. 

To be a strong economy, we need to embrace the
five business districts and various residential
neighborhoods for what each offers entrepreneurs
and families. The offerings are not the same, which
is actually a positive since a truly sustainable com-
munity has a diverse mix for visitors, businesses
and residents, alike. 

When the voters go to mark those boxes, they will
choose to follow the same old path (and one like
many, many towns across the country) or they will
choose a less-traveled path, where we try to formal-
ize a relationship with our neighbors in Gypsum to
share in revenue and the risk and where we realize
that the more we involve citizens in the town
(which given the technology, there are many ways),
the better we as a community will be since one of
our greatest assets are the very people and busi-
nesses the leadership is supposed to represent.

The current mayor has been in office for four
years, so if you feel great about the direction of the
community, like your voice matters, like Eagle is a
positive environment for businesses and citizens
and are happy with his accomplishments, vote for 
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