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Fresh! Fast! Filling!
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SERVING THE BEST MEXICAN FOOD

IN THE VAIL VALLEY SINCE 1989!

SMOOTH
MARGARITAS!

Weekend Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Takout • Catering

In Eagle-Vail
Quality service, quality pricing

970-949-6702

Mountain
Communications
and Electronics, Inc.

S
IN

C
E
 1

9
7

9
S

IN
C

E
 1

9
7

9
  

© 2011 AT&T Intellectual Property. All rights reserved. AT&T, AT&T logo and all other marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T

Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affi liated companies. All other marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners.

WE OFFER TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR AT&T

CELLPHONES AND LAPTOPCONNECT USB CARDS

- Mobile phone email set up

- Address book and calendar

synchronization between

cell phone & computer

IN EAGLE-VAIL...
WE HAVE MATT
YOUR PERSONAL
CELL PHONE TRAINER

SCHEDULE YOUR TIME WITH MATT FOR TECHNICAL SUPPORT!WILL MAKE HOUSE CALLS

AND PHONE BOOK NUMBERS!AND PHONE BOOK NUMBERS!

GLASS AND SCREEN REPAIRSGLASS AND SCREEN REPAIRS

970-620-1683
scott@precisionpaintingllc.com
www.precisionpaintingllc.com

Residential & Commercial • Interior & Exterior
Make Your Exterior Reservations Now for May-October

Call Today for a 
FREE Estimate!

OPEN HOUSE 2-4PM TODAY
LION SQUARE NORTH #394

What a perfect, spacious, 1 bed/1 bath condo! Beautifully
remodeled, roomy and spacious with a generous deck

overlooking Vail Mountain & the ski slopes! Pool & hot
tub on the banks of Gore Creek, work out room, parking,

ski lockers, and on site restaurant, Mezzaluna.

This is a great Vail Get-away and also great rental property!

Offered at $950,000

Located in the heart of Vail Village
281 Bridge Street, Vail 

(970) 476-1450 • Denver Toll Free (303) 893-3101
www.brandesscadmus.com

state of the art
FACILITY

the fi nest
COLLISION REPAIR

328-AUTO
        (2886)

256 MARMOT LANE
IN EAGLE

FOR YOUR
CONVENIENCE

NOW
A L S O I N
EAGLE-VAIL 
VAIL DAILY BUILDING

845-2277

alpine-collision.com

Town negotiating
with a company
that would build
the new system
and lease the
technology to
cellular carriers
By Lauren Glendenning
LGLENDENNING@VAILDAILY.COM

VAIL — Cell coverage in the town
of Vail could become much more
high-tech by next winter.

Ron Braden, the town’s informa-
tion technology director, told the Vail
Town Council on Tuesday that a new
deal with Crown Castle North Amer-
ica has the ability to make cell cover-
age in Vail significantly better.

The town has been negotiating
with Crown Castle since last summer
on a deal that would have Crown
Castle build and maintain a carrier-
neutral 4G distributed antenna sys-
tem cellular network. The town’s
current system includes several 3G
cellular towers for all four major car-
riers — Verizon, AT&T, Sprint and T-
Mobile — which do not support 4G
technology.

The new system would provide 4G
data services, and also would solve
the capacity issue that the town of
Vail now experiences during peak
usage, Braden wrote in a memo to

the council.
“We (currently) have pretty decent

coverage for the most part,” Braden
said. “But when everyone is on the
system at the same time, there are a
couple of carriers specifically that
don’t have the capacity for that.”

The distributed antenna system,
however, is designed to fix all of that,
he said. 

The agreement with Crown Castle
would also mean the replacement of
the town’s existing CenturyLink wire-
less network with a new, “much high-
er capacity” system, Braden said.

The project is something Vail
Town Council members are excited
about — members said Tuesday that
they often hear complaints about cell
coverage and the lack of a 4G net-
work in town, in addition to com-
plaints about the Wi-Fi network.

Councilwoman Susie Tjossem
said it would be great to get the mes-
sage out to guests that cell coverage
in Vail is going to be top notch by
next ski season.

So far, negotiations with Crown
Castle are for a 15-year contract, and
Mayor Andy Daly is already thinking
toward the end of that contract — he
wants to make sure every base is cov-
ered in whatever deal the town
reaches with the cellular operator. 

Daly suggested the town bring on
special counsel to negotiate the deal,
even after Town Attorney Matt Mire
said he felt comfortable moving for-
ward without such counsel. But Daly
said it would be worth spending
“extra dough to get top-notch
advice.”

“This is important for us,” Daly said. 
Mire said Crown Castle has offered

to pay the town of Vail $10,000
toward its legal fees. Daly wants the
contract to spell out upgrade require-
ments, as well as penalties for failing
to meet those requirements.

Braden said Crown Castle will
absolutely be required to do system
upgrades, and the company would
be getting pushed by the individual
cellular carriers, too, to provide that
upgraded technology as it becomes
necessary. 

“Where we don’t want to be is
down the road, to get to year 12 on a
15-year contract, and be at 80 per-
cent of capacity and have nowhere to
leverage them to increase capacity
with three years left in the contract,”
Daly said. 

The deal would mean that Crown
Castle would bear the entire cost for
installation and maintenance of the
system, and in exchange the town
would receive cellular coverage in its
village parking structure, free use of
the network, an updated Wi-Fi net-
work and the option of being a carri-
er on the system for the recently rat-
ified public safety spectrum, Braden
said in his memo.

Braden expects to bring the con-
tract to the council for approval with
in the next 30 days. Construction of
the system would begin in May, with
4G service available by the fall.

“We just need to knock this out of
the ballpark,” Councilwoman Kerry
Donovan said. “Whatever it takes to
make sure that this is to the level that
we expect, then we need to do that.”

Vail could have 4G by fall
Town Council
has mixed
reactions to first
look at upgrades 

By Lauren Glendenning
LGLENDENNING@VAILDAILY.COM

VAIL — Three months after
Vail voters approved to use the
$9.4 million conference center
funds on three town projects,
the Vail Town Council is now
seeing what those projects
might actually look like — and
the initial reaction is mixed. 

Consultants presented Ford
Park design concepts to the
Vail Town Council Tuesday,
most of which came out of a
two-day workshop in early
January attended by various
Ford Park “stakeholders” —
council members, Vail Recre-
ation District and Vail Valley
Foundation board members,
representatives from the Bra-
vo! Vail Valley Music Festival
and Betty Ford Alpine Gar-
dens, town of Vail staff and
design consultants.

The council saw drawings of
those Ford Park concepts, and
several council members later
expressed concerns that Ford
Park was starting to look less
like a park that was intended

as an open space in the town.
The projects are presented

in phases, with the first phase
including projects that would
be covered by a combination
of the conference center
funds, town of Vail real estate
transfer tax funds and Ford
Park stakeholder contribu-
tions. A second phase shows
projects that aren’t currently
funded but “may become
funded by various means at a
later date.”

Town of Vail project manag-
er Todd Oppenheimer asked
for initial feedback from coun-
cil members Tuesday, and
some of the reaction revealed
concerns that too much con-
crete is being proposed in a
park meant to serve as an
open space in the town. It was
a point also made at an open

Ford Park plans
need more work

What’s in
the plan?

To see what’s being
proposed at Vail’s Ford
Park, visit
www.vailgov.com. Click on
“Ford Park Improvements”
under the “Current Issues
and Projects” section.
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