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Order by the dozen or by the entrée.
Chile Rellenos • Enchilada • Tacos • Tamales

926-2121 • In Edwards Plaza between I-70 & Hwy 6

Family 
Meal Deal
$24.95

*Place orders 3 days prior

Ready to heat or

ready to eat!

Valley Delivery by Ala Cart (970) 476-3663

In Eagle-Vail
Quality service, quality pricing

970-949-6702

Mountain
CommunicationsCommunications
and Electronics, Inc.and Electronics, Inc.
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WE TRANSFER PHOTOS WE TRANSFER PHOTOS
AND PHONE BOOK NUMBERS!AND PHONE BOOK NUMBERS!

GLASS AND SCREEN REPAIRSGLASS AND SCREEN REPAIRS

Always at Mountain 
Communications

Professional Service and 
Low Prices on wireless 
phones from AT&T

OFFERING YOU A COMPLETE OFFERING YOU A COMPLETE
SELECTION OF THE HOTTEST SELECTION OF THE HOTTEST

PHONES FROM AT&TPHONES FROM AT&T

Turn in at
Vail Self Storage

Located at
Sage Boathouse

100 yards
EAST of  

Route 6 Café

970-476-3700

Beautiful
Christmas

Trees

Premium
Fraser Firs 3’-13’

Full service, fun,
friendly staff

of all sizes!

Located in the heart of Vail Village
281 Bridge Street, Vail 

(970) 476-1450 • Denver Toll Free 893-3101
www.brandesscadmus.com

TOWNSEND PLACE #B202

Offered at $515,000

A fabulous 1 bedroom, 2 bath getaway in Beaver
Creek. This private enclave offers a peaceful
setting just steps from Beaver Creek Village.

It’s an ideal second home, but also a good rental
property. Covered parking, ski-in, ski-out,

hot tub, elevator access, nice deck, and extra
windows make this a desirable place to own.

Don’t miss seeing this one!

District officials cry foul over Stone Creek deal
Days after the deal,
Eagle County School
District asks officials
to investigate
By Randy Wyrick
RWYRICK@VAILDAILY.COM

EAGLE — Days after Avon and
Traer Creek announced that a legal
settlement would provide land for
Stone Creek Charter School instead
of the school district, the Eagle
County School District asked state
officials to investigate Stone Creek.

In a letter dated Oct. 24 and
obtained by the Daily, the school
district wrote to Colorado state
Senate President Brandon Shaffer
outlining “potential (Taxpayer Bill
of Rights) concerns.”

Traer Creek and Avon
announced their settlement Oct.
11.

On Dec. 1, Shaffer sent the
matter to Colorado Attorney
General John Suthers requesting
his opinion.

In its letter to Shaffer, the school
district claims it’s concerned about
oversight by the Charter School
Institute, the state agency oversee-
ing the state’s 22 charter schools
and the 10,500 students who attend
them.

“We simply are asking for the
Charter School Institute to provide
appropriate oversight and that
SCCS uphold the same standards
as any other public school or any

other taxpayer-funded entity in
terms of openness, transparency
and fiscal responsibility,” said San-
dra Smyser, the school district
superintendent.

“They are accusing us of not pro-
viding oversight. It’s simply not
true,” said Peg LaPlante, chief oper-
ating officer for the Charter School
Institute. “It’s a good school that’s
struggling to find a facility.”

Stone Creek is struggling but
sound, said Mark Hyatt, executive
director of the Charter School
Institute.

“We’re a free-market deal; we’re
competition. We’re someone else
to dance with,” Hyatt said. “They’d
like to have authority over every
public school’s education. We’re
like the scabs of that industry.”

Questions in Avon 
Avon announced plans to give

Traer Creek’s school development
to Stone Creek Charter School,
which could make it Traer Creek’s
neighborhood school. The per-
pupil funding for Stone Creek stu-
dents goes to the independent char-
ter school, not the school district.

“The town is considering giving
Stone Creek land from a develop-
er which gives them the responsi-
bility to provide schooling for a
future development — which in
our view is impossible and con-
trary to the intent of the require-
ment on developers to deed land
(or money) to districts to meet the
needs of new students that are
created by future development,”
Smyser said.

In its letter to Shaffer, the school
district claims that the develop-
ment agreement specifies that the
land should go to the district.
However, the document says only
that land be used for “school, out-
door recreation, parks or open
space.”

In fact, Avon updated its munic-
ipal code to allow the town to give
that land to the school of its choice,
according to the town's code.

Stone Creek is a public charter
school independent of the school
district. Ron Wolfe, president of
Stone Creek’s board of directors,
declined comment on the school
district’s concerns about TABOR
and oversight by the Charter
School Institute.

“Stone Creek School works
closely and continuously with our
authorizer, CSI, on all budget,
financial reporting matters,” Wolfe
wrote.

Five-year-old loan
The school district points to

Stone Creek’s 2006 loan for $1.2
million from Wells Fargo and a
$100,000 loan from the Charter
School Institute as possible
TABOR violations.

They’re not, said LaPlante.
“It’s my understanding that

they’ve settled the Wells Fargo
loan,” LaPlante said. 

Stone Creek has not taken the
$100,000 from the Charter School
Institute, LaPlante said. That
$100,000 would come from a CSI
assistance fund to which all 22 of
Colorado’s independent charter

schools contribute.
That money will help cover

Stone Creek’s moving expenses,
but Stone Creek hasn’t tapped
into it yet, LaPlante said.

“It’s not for operations. That’s
against the state statute,” LaPlante
said.

During years when revenues
are going up, 1 percent of each
independent charter school’s per-
pupil funding goes into an assis-
tance fund. Another 3 percent
goes to fund the state’s entire
Charter School Institute opera-
tion, Hyatt said.

“There’s nothing wrong with
that at all. It’s all on the up and
up,” LaPlante said.

State agency oversight
The Charter School Institute

was established seven years ago
by state lawmakers because some
school districts around the state
refused to allow charter schools.

“By statute, we’re a very differ-
ent organization,” LaPlante said.

The CSI gets requests every year
from groups of parents who want
to start an independent charter
school, Hyatt said.

“It’s autonomy with accounta-
bility,” Hyatt said.

The CSI keeps track of academ-
ics and finances of independent
charter schools such as Stone
Creek. It reviews quarterly reports
and finances for 22 independent
charter schools. It submits that
information to the Colorado
Department of Education.

It has a performance-manage-

ment council to make sure the
money is being spent the right
way, and that student achieve-
ment is moving forward as it
should, Hyatt said.

And the money
Then there’s the money, Hyatt

said. Stone Creek Charter School
has 140 students, who are funded
by the state at around $6,700 per
pupil. That’s around $950,000 the
school district isn’t getting in state
funding this year. That number
would go up if Stone Creek’s
enrollment increases, Hyatt said.

“ECS as a district, and I person-
ally, support schools of choice,
including special programs like
expeditionary learning, dual-lan-
guage and charter schools,”
Smyser said. “ECS has no position
on whether SCCS should remain
in operation or not, and the dedi-
cation of the parents is remark-
able. Many of those parents have
told us that they are closing in
December. We are happy to make
a new home for the students and
would try to accommodate taking
whole classes if possible so that
they could stay together with their
friends as they transition — but
we can’t plan effectively when
there is no information.”

Stone Creek has reduced its
expenses, raised some money and
said it will make it through the
year, the school’s board of direc-
tors announced last month.

“These are all Eagle County
kids. It’s so sad that they can’t get
along,” Hyatt said.


