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EAGLE COUNTY, Colorado — The school district's proposed tax increase 
would lose if voters had to decide right now, a school district survey found.

The school district is considering asking voters to increase their property 
taxes by $6.7 million districtwide. The request could go on the ballot this fall.

But the proposal trails by 57 percent to 40 percent among likely voters, the school district's poll found.

The tax increase would mean property taxes on a $500,000 home would go up around $100 a year.

The school board will talk about it during today's meeting. Their final decision must be made by August.

‘Low probability of approval'
A Texas firm, Hill Research Associates, polled 304 likely local voters between June 20-22.

“There is an extremely low probability this measure would be approved, given existing opinion dynamics and the 
current political climate,” the school district says in a presentation scheduled to go before the school board 
during today's meeting.

In the past, Hill Research has found that “unless a measure has 58 percent approval or higher in early polling, it 
is unlikely to withstand the gauntlet of criticism and decline in support a campaign inevitably brings,” according 
to the school district's presentation.

Hill Research calls that 18-point lead the “minimal” target. The school district's proposed tax increase trails by 
16 points, the poll found.

A huge majority of those polled (60 percent) said they were concerned about the impact the tax would have on 
their personal budget. Four in 10 voiced “intense” anxiety.

Opinions were split in an online discussion.

“If we need to invest in anything in this country right now, it's in our schools,” says Shane Kennedy.

“To raise taxes now is idiotic,” says Mark Varnell. “I will vote against any tax increases, and vote against anyone 
who causes tax increases.”

“Everyone, keep this in perspective,” says Pavan Krueger. “The consequences of not passing this could be 
devastating to our already struggling schools.”

Most of those polled say they support what the tax increase is trying to accomplish: attract and retain quality 
teachers, maintain class sizes and academic programs.

But when the questioning turned to money and tax increases, support eroded quickly.

Fewer than 42 percent were willing to increase district funding by $6.7 million, or replace reduced state funding 

Meeting Wednesday
The school board will talk about the $6.7 
million proposed property tax increase 
today in both its 3 p.m. work session, 
and again during the regular meeting 
beginning at 6 p.m.
Generally, the public does not comment 
during work sessions. The public is 
welcome to comment during the regular 
meeting.
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and increase their property taxes to do it. Almost half (49 percent) strongly oppose a tax increase, the poll 
found.

Those responding said that, in general, life in Eagle County is on the right track (54 percent to 34 percent), but 
that taxes are too high (53 percent to 34 percent who say taxes are just right; 9 percent said taxes are too low).

Local schools got Bs (44 percent) and Cs (25 percent) from most of those polled, while 5 percent gave local 
schools an A.

Budget struggles
The school district, like everyone else, is struggling with a shrinking budget. This year's cuts shed 48 jobs and $5 
million — bringing the budget cuts to $9 million in two years.

The school district's total budget for next year is $114 million, but most of those cuts come from the $52 million 
general fund budget, the checkbook the school district uses to conduct day-to-day business.

The school district employs 900 people, 520 teachers and 380 staffers, says Brian Childress, the district's human 
resources director.

If voters do not approve a tax increase, more cuts will come and the next round will again reach into the 
classroom, school district officials said.

“We think the next rounds of cuts will be devastating because we've done everything we could to avoid affecting 
the classroom so far,” said Brooke Macke, the school district's communications director. “The public needs to 
decide if they want to continue services as they've had them, or if they want to see them curtailed 
significantly.”

Class sizes among-fourth graders, for example, could jump from the current 22 to 28 or 30 students, school 
district officials said.

The school district is also cutting back on buying things like buses and computers. In a normal year, they buy 
two new buses at around $100,000 each. To buy two new buses now, they'd have to lay off four people, district 
officials said.

Staff Writer Randy Wyrick can be reached at 970-748-2935 or rwyrick@vaildaily.com.
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