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If you were to survey five of your
friends about their top environmen-
tal concerns, most people would
expect global warming to be at the
top of the list. However, the 2011
Gallup Environmental Poll shows
that 79 percent of Americans sur-
veyed are concerned about the pollu-
tion of drinking water, lakes, rivers,
and reservoirs, along with the con-
tamination of soil and water by toxic
waste. Global warming comes in as
the lowest concern of Americans sur-
veyed, with 48 percent saying they are
not much or not at all worried about
it.

While Americans are very con-
cerned about
our nation’s
water quality,
bills are
being passed
in the House
that, accord-
ing to the
EPA, would
“significantly
undermine” enforcement of the
Clean Water Act of 1972.  In late July,
the House passed H.R. 2018, spon-
sored by Chairman John Mica (R-
Fla.) and ranking member Nick
Rahall (D-W. Va.), by a vote of 239-
184. According to the EPA’s official
response to the bill, “the bill would
overturn almost 40 years of federal
legislation by preventing EPA from
protecting public health and water
quality. … The bill would prevent EPA
from providing its views on whether a
proposed project that pollutes or
even destroys lakes, streams, or wet-
lands would violate Clean Water Act
standards.”

Time will tell how these develop-
ments may affect Eagle County resi-
dents in the future. Thankfully, the
Eagle River Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict does an excellent job of adhering
to the Clean Water Act, as proven in
its 2010 water report that confirmed
“there were no violations for the year
2010.” They stated that “all drinking
water, including bottled water, may
reasonably be expected to contain at
least small amounts of some contam-
inants. The presence of contaminants
does not necessarily indicate that the
water poses a health risk.” However,
they also cautioned:

“Although filtration removes cryp-
tosporidium, the most commonly
used filtration methods cannot guar-
antee 100 percent removal. Our mon-
itoring indicates the presence of
these organisms in our source water
and/or finished water. Current testing
methods do not allow us to deter-
mine if the organisms are dead or if
they are capable of causing disease.
Ingestion of cryptosporidium may
cause cryptosporidiosis, an abdomi-
nal infection. … Most healthy people
can overcome the disease within a
few weeks. However, immuno-com-
promised people are at greater risk of
developing a life-threatening illness.”

Because of increased concerns
about water quality, many people are
turning to bottled water. In a recent
test, the Environmental Working
Group’s 2010 Bottled Water Report
tested 10 major brands and found 38

Excellent care in Vail

To the citizens of Vail: I am a physician from
Fort Collins who has been coming to Vail to ski
and bike since 1966. Over the years, I have had the
occasion to use your medical facilities several
times, starting with a broken tibia-fibula in 1975. 

This past week, I sustained serious injuries
descending Vail Mountain on my bike. They
included four rib fractures with a collapsed lung,
three fractures in the pelvis, and a serious cardiac
arrhythmia that put me into your ICU for five
days. I just wanted to say that you have come a
long way since 1975, when you didn’t even have
an orthopedic surgeon to fix my broken leg.   

I thought the care I received was world-class
from start to finish, starting with my evacuation
off the mountain by your summer ski patrol and
paramedics. I’m embarrassed to admit I can’t
remember your names — fog of trauma or old age
— but thank you for your excellent care nonethe-
less. In the hospital and ICU, thanks to all the staff
for excellent and compassionate care. Especially
to Suzy for noticing my potentially fatal arrhyth-
mia. Also to Ashleigh, Mary, Carrie and all the X-
ray and EKG techs. And thanks to Drs. Lawrence,
Elton and Gaul.

You should be very proud of the quality of your
medical facility and its staff, especially given the
size of your community. Thank you again for your
care. With any luck, I'll see you on the slopes this
winter.

Lee Grant, M.D. Fort Collins

Sky is not falling
The letter to the editor Mr. Glasser wrote to the

Vail Daily left out some important facts related to
global warming. I’m here to contribute to the con-
versation.

This evil carbon dioxide that we are concentrat-
ing on to suppress is the chemical compound that
every plant requires to live and grow and synthe-
sizes into oxygen for us humans and all animal
life.

According to  historical weather records from
the past 100 years, they indicate the earth has
cooled 0.07 degrees — interpret that as you wish. 

When the volcano eruption in Iceland occurred
some months ago, in just four days of spewing
carbon dioxide it negated every single effort you
have made in the past five years to control carbon
dioxide emissions on the planet.

If you liked that, you’ll love this. When Mount
Pinatubo erupted in the Philippines in 1991, it
spewed out more greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere than the entire human race has emit-
ted in its entire years on earth. 

Should I mention there are more than 200
active volcanoes on the planet? Let’s skip over the
solar and cosmic activity that impacts our atmos-
phere daily.

Data collected from Mauna Loa Observatory
(1958 to 2006) by the Scripps Institution indicates

30 billion tons of carbon emissions spew into the
atmosphere yearly.

The atmosphere weights 5 quadrillion tons.
Even 30 billion tons is insignificant when you
consider these numbers; however, “-illion” words
are hard to comprehend. Therefore, let’s look at it
by ppm (parts per million). Current concentra-
tions of carbon dioxide are 380 ppm, which of
course means that for every million molecules of
air, 380 of them are carbon dioxide; or for every
100,000 molecules, 38 of them are carbon dioxide.
This tiny fraction scientists would refer to as a
“trace gas.” The rate chart (which you cannot view
here) shows mankind adds one molecule of car-
bon dioxide to every 100,000 molecules of air
every five years.

Does anyone remember two years ago when
sensitive documents were lifted and published
online after hackers infiltrated the Hadley Cli-
mate Research Center in Great Britain? Thou-
sands of documents, including emails from cli-
mate scientists dating back a decade, were post-
ed online. Hadley confirmed they were genuine,
showed scientists discussing the cover-up of cool-
ing global temperatures, and making references
to things like “hiding the decline.” Of course, this
did not stay in the news cycle long.

The sky is not falling. Hysteria is leading to bad
politics and poor scientific decisions. The major-
ity of funds for climate research is provided by the
federal government and outcomes are predeter-
mined. Relevant facts are ignored.

This is a classic example of come along to get
along — if you want your funding to continue, you
need to submit the correct results that you know
are required. As usual, this is all about power and,
of course, an additional method to control our
behavior and collect money (which, by the way,
affects poor people considerably more than the
rich). Look for carbon emissions taxes to be col-
lected from your home and automobile in the
near future. It’s a done deal, and legislation is
ready to go forward after the next election,
depending on who wins!

Ron Wilkerson Edwards

Another great river cleanup
Great 17th annual Eagle River Watershed

Council River Cleanup!
The fish were scrambling all about as 50 teams

of volunteers were out there in Gore Creek, the
Eagle River and the Colorado River cleaning up
their home sites. It was a wonderful turnout and
a gorgeous day to be wading around enjoying the
rivers’ beauty. Many thanks to all who took part —
we couldn’t do it without you. After the water fun,
a great barbecue was put on by the Arrowhead
Broken Arrow Club headed up by Bob Moroney
and Stew Hinton. Yummy food!

The ERWC is very grateful for its sponsors of
this event presented by Vail Resorts Echo. Those
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OPTIMISM
‘I AM NOT A PESSIMIST; TO PERCEIVE EVIL WHERE IT EXISTS IS, IN
MY OPINION, A FORM OF OPTIMISM.’

Roberto Rossellini

Water
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24 Years in Aspen
Call 970.925.9161 • 600 E. Cooper, Aspen CO

Sell to The Silver King in the
City of The Silver Queen

Buying Silver,
Gold, Diamonds,

Jewels, Coins,
Watches, Antiques

Open 7 Days a Week!Open 7 Days a Week!
191 Main St., Minturn   970.827.4299191 Main St., Minturn  970.827.4299

holy toledo!holy toledo!
consignment clothingconsignment clothing

Fall
Clothing

is here!

LOVE SUSHI?
got mercury?

The Colorado Clinic forThe Colorado Clinic for
Environmental MedicineEnvironmental Medicine

John M Bowman, MD
25 Eby Creek Rd.   Eagle, CO  81631

970-328-1221

TO A CURE
October 1, 2011· Eagle County Fairgrounds

ROCK CRAWLING COMPETITION

BEER TENT

OPEN 4:30

· Stock Class - Full-body vehicles with tires up to 35”
· Modifi ed Class - Full-body vehicles with tires up to 40”
· Unlimited Class A - 42” tires or smaller
· Unlimited Class B - 43” tires or larger

Race sign-in:

Fri. 5:00-7:00 PM and
Sat. 7:00-9:00 AM

Driver’s meeting 9:30
Stock & Modifi ed 

Race starts 10:00 AM

Afternoon sign-in:

3:30 PM
(Unlimited Classes 
ONLY)

The BIG RACE starts 

5:00 PM

(Unlimited classes)

$100 entry fee

(More than one class:
$50 additional)

FOOD TENTS
THROUGHOUT 

THE DAY

Contact Stewart Hobbs at (970) 376-0885 
or Vikki at vhobbs67@yahoo.com

ADMISSION
$10  For everyone 6 and older

PROCEEDS WILL GO TO
SUSAN G. KOMEN 3-DAY FOR THE CURE

keepinemreal@gmail.com

EXTREME
Roof Management
· Pre-season inspection and repairs
· Interior & Exterior Damage Repair
· Snowfence & Avalanche anchors
• Gutter Cleaning, Repair & Heat Tape

970-376-1421
doy925@aol.com

redtailmaintenance.com

For all your property maintenance and
home improvements

Serving the Vail Valley since 1998

50 Limepark Drive, Eagle | 10 min from Eagle Airport
970-328-2882 | www.eagleranchgolf.com

“Best Mountain Course under $100”
-by Colorado Avid Golfer Magazine for 2010

Rated  

End of Season Value Pass $175
Unlimited golf from September 19 
through the end of the season.  
Does not include cart.

$65 Golf & Lunch Special after 11am
2011 Demo Sets are for sale

Bucket of 4 Beers and 2 Large Bags 
of Balls for $15

More on these specials and online reservations at More on these specials and online reservations at
www.eagleranchgolf.com.   Or call, (970) 328-2882, ext. 1www.eagleranchgolf.com.  Or call, (970) 328-2882, ext. 1

HealthSmart
featuring

NEW!  HealthSmart column published 
weekly in the Vail Daily.

NEW! To view recent videos of The 
Doctors television show, visit 

www.vaildaily.com, look 
under “Entertainment” and click on 

“The Doctors TV Show.”

pollutants ranging from tri-
halomethanes, fertilizers, bacteria,
radioactive pollutants, pharmaceuti-
cals, and synthetic chemicals used in
plastic bottle production. Americans
consume more than 80 million plastic
bottles every year, of which only 20
percent are recycled. The bottled
water industry has grown to an annu-
al $7.7 billion industry, using more
than 34 billion barrels of oil to make

and transport the bottles. Thus, bot-
tled water is not a safe alternative for
your health or for our environment.

As Eagle County residents become
more and more aware of the impacts
of bottled water, they are choosing to
filter their own tap water at the kitchen
sink with filtration systems. Reverse
osmosis purification is certified by the
National Science Foundation and
Water Quality Association to remove
more contaminants than any other fil-
tration process.

With more Americans becoming

concerned about the quality of our
water, the government eliminating the
EPA’s ability to protect our nation’s
water supply, and bottled water pos-
ing serious health and environmental
concerns, only one solution makes
sense. Those who are concerned
about what is showing up in their
water should act now to take water
treatment into their own hands. 

Scott Robinson is marketing and sales
manager for Sundance Water
Co./Kinetico.

great folks are El Pomar Foundation,
Eagle County, Eagle River Founda-
tion, St. Baldrick’s, First Bank, town
of Avon, town of Vail, Vail Daily,
Eagle Ranch Association, town of
Eagle, Vail Honeywagon, Walsh Envi-
ronmental, Alpine River Outfitters,
Eagle Valley Trout Unlimited, East
West Partners, Fly Fishing Outfitters,
Lakota Guides, Timberline Tours,
town of Gypsum, Arrowhead Alpine
Club, Colorado Department of
Transportation, Copy Copy, Crazy
Mountain Brewing Company, Eagle
County Landfill, KZYR, Loaded Joe’s,
Moe’s Original BBQ, NRC Broadcast-

ing and TV8.
Thanks so very much to you teams

for your time and effort getting Eagle
County’s waterways clean and blue
again. Couldn’t be done without such
great volunteers.

A wonderful event put on by the
Eagle River Watershed Council.

Sue Mott Volunteer coordinator

That was ridiculous
I wanted to thank Mr. Sherman

Brown for his ridiculous comment
that ended with his opinion on glob-
al warming. Based on your opinion
that people have not contributed to
global changes, I was amazed that

you needed to add “take two aspirin,
and blame Bush in the morning,”
which has absolutely nothing to do
with your entire opinion. Thanks for
nothin’.

J.D. Caldwell Avon
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