
Vail Daily 09/15/2011

All contents © Copyright 2011 Swift 
$$edition

September 15, 2011 2:03 pm / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to %d%% from original to fit letter page


Eagle County voters will face a
handful of ballot issues on our mail-
in ballot in November. Be sure to reg-
ister for a mail ballot — you will only
be sent a ballot if you voted by mail in
the past or are on the mail-ballot list.
The ballot is full of a variety of local,
county and state issues.

Consider what you want your com-
munity to look like as you consider
the various issues. Let’s accept the
general premise that no one likes tax
increases, especially in an uncertain
economy. 

But before you knee-jerk react by
voting “no” down the line, it’s time to
quit the political posturing on both
sides and candidly talk about what
we expect from local government and
what we want our community to look
like.

I’d suggest we model our commu-
nity after our
world-class
resorts.
Frankly,
there isn’t
any help
coming from
the state.
And we’ll
have less
help from the state moving forward. 

That results in local ballot issues to
raise our mill levies or sales taxes to
support our local entities and local
community to create a world-class
community to match our resorts. 

Vail Resorts continues (rightly) to
invest in its products, from new lifts to
new restaurants to new marketing
infrastructure. We, as a community,
should follow this example of leader-
ship and invest in our community by
supporting the school district and fire
protection district mill levies.

You can argue that, much like pri-
vate industry, government can cut
expenses to fix the problem. That’s
well and fine, except it has done this
to a large extent already. 

Staff levels, both in the administra-
tive offices and the classroom, have
been cut drastically the past few
years. Services and infrastructure
including buses and computers have
been delayed. Merit pay has been in
place since before it was popular. In
fact, other districts are looking to
Eagle County as a case study of how
to implement this model. Look close-
ly, and you’ll see our school district
already models private industry.

Strong public schools are an invest-
ment not only in our children but in
our local economy. 

Eagle County’s recent Economic
Development Plan spotlighted learn-
ing and education as a pillar of our
economic growth. Can you afford to
invest less than $8 per month in your
community ($92 a year on a $500,000
home)? Better yet, can you afford not
to? 

The ballot language requires this
money to be spent in the classroom,
on teachers, support staff and on the
cuts that have already taken place
over the past three years — and it is
worded to protect taxpayers, as it is
capped to only replace lost state
funding. 

It’s a question of community, and a
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OPTIMISM
‘FEW THINGS IN THE WORLD ARE MORE POWERFUL THAN A
POSITIVE PUSH. A SMILE. A WORLD OF OPTIMISM AND HOPE. A
“YOU CAN DO IT” WHEN THINGS ARE TOUGH.’     Richard M. DeVos
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Teamwork on the trail

The Colorado Backcountry Trail Riders Alliance
is a group of dirt-bike riders advocating responsi-
ble motorized trail use and stewardship in the
White River National Forest and surrounding
areas. 

We had a great turnout for our trail work day on
Basalt Mountain, where more than 30 dirt-bike rid-
ers and volunteers showed up to repair a popular
creek crossing and revitalize other areas of multi-
use trail off the North Fork of Cattle Creek. 

Many volunteers were from the Eagle and Vail
areas.

We would not have accomplished as much as we
did without the direction of David Hamilton and
David DiPietro, of the Roaring Fork Outdoor Vol-
unteers, utilizing their expertise and tools to work
on problematic areas. 

All of us realized the satisfaction and sense of
good will of working together with the Roaring
Fork Outdoor Volunteers, the Forest Service and
other user groups to preserve and protect our
public lands.

We feel this project has instigated a sense of
personal responsibility toward taking care of our
trails and will offer more opportunity in the
future of working toward keeping these trails
open as well as the possibility of adding more
motorized routes to the White River National
Forest inventory. 

In addition, developing partnerships with other
user groups will help to instigate an understanding
and tolerance among all users. 

We look forward to many opportunities such as
this. Oct. 2 will be our second workday partnering
directly with Forest Service trail crews.

In addition to the Roaring Fork Outdoor Volun-
teers and all the volunteers, we would like to
extend big thanks to Jon Thompson and Blake,
from the Forest Service; Gabe Eakins, of White
Knuckle Racing, who contributed food and bever-
ages; Nelson Oldham, of Dos Gringos, for getting
us going with coffee and pastries; Kathy Denman,
from KTM of Aspen; and, finally, the good showing
of support from the Rocky Mountain Sport Riders
in the Eagle and Vail area.

Traci Schalow and Mike Thuillier Colorado Backcountry Trail
Riders Alliance

Where’s the crime?
If Dick Gustafson could make any sense at all,

couldn’t he at least come up with a high crime or
a simple misdemeanor to make his case?

I failed to find one. I didn’t hear of any sex acts in
the Oval Office or any evidence of malfeasance —
just a bunch of whining like the tea sippers.

You’ve got to get up early in the morning and
you’d better bring a lunch if you think anything
Gustafson rants about will actually result in an
impeachment. You’ll fall asleep or die waiting for
that to happen.

A.J. Saiz Vail

What’s so bad about it?

“The GOP agenda,” by Jim Cameron (Sept. 8 let-
ter to the editor): Mr. Cameron, the operative word
is Koch employs 70,000 in a free-market business.
These people pay taxes! If half of these employees
are domestic and only make $50,000 a year, that
would generate $1.5 billion in tax revenue. 

So you want more federal regulators to make
sure the Kochs do not expand their business and
generate more taxes? So what are they violating?
The GOP agenda is free-market, taxpaying jobs.
The Obama Democrat agenda is to regulate and
stifle job growth. 

It is obvious why we have 9 percent unemploy-
ment (actually closer to 20 percent). Keep up the
good work, Obama. We have to stop those evil
companies and their tax-paying job creation!

Gene Henry Vail

Forest roads threatened
Many countries around the world are experienc-

ing revolts and riots due to tyrants and dictator-
ships and governments that do not listen to their
people, as in London. 

Here in the U.S., the people seldom get violent
due to policies the government institutes. Howev-
er, when we the people feel we are not being treat-
ed fairly, there is quite often a grass-roots revolt.
Revolt may be too strong a word, but civil disobe-
dience is common.

Here in Happy Valley, things are mostly good, but
I believe we are facing a real threat to our freedoms
and rights to reasonable use of our public lands. 

The U.S. Forest Service wants to greatly reduce
the public’s legal ability to access and use our near-
by national forest. It seems the Forest Service is
anti-recreation concerning the lands it manages,
using resource damage and safety as the reasons
for closing and limiting uses in our beloved forest. 

Currently there are many roads and trails that
have been used and maintained by a variety of
recreationalists. The Forest Service wants to stop
this use and have open for use a small percentage
of the roads and trails that now exist.

These unofficial roads and trails are not a bur-
den for the Forest Service as they are maintained
by the users, and they will not disappear if they are
closed and not used. It seems that breaking a blade
of grass or kicking up mud or dust is just not right.
However, the current logging in our area is doing
extreme resource damage, and the safety of the
public is in question on a daily basis.

The way things have been, users such as hikers,
bikers, hunters and horses have used these areas
with very little overall impact. Now, the Forest Ser-
vice wants to stop most of this, and I doubt the peo-
ple will be happy or will abide by these new rules. 

This area’s economy revolves around recreation,
and to severely limit this will have far-reaching
effects. Just the loss of the many hunters who come
to our area will be devastating. Many say we will
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24 Years in Aspen
Call 970.925.9161 • 600 E. Cooper, Aspen CO

Sell to The Silver King in the
City of The Silver Queen

Buying Silver,
Gold, Diamonds,

Jewels, Coins,
Watches, Antiques

Y O U  C A N  M A K E  A  D IFFERENCE

COLORADO MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

You may not think about it, but people just like you manage our municipal government. The next time you come up with 

that great idea to make our community better, consider running for office or volunteering to serve on a committee.  

Colorado cities & towns work for you — and now they need you to work for them.

WWW.COLORADOCITIESANDTOWNS.ORG

Nominating petitions will be available beginning Sept. 19  
for candidates interested in running for one of four open seats on  

the Vail Town Council for the Nov. 8 election.  
The petitions may be picked up in the Vail Town Clerk’s Office from  

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday in the Vail Municipal Building, 
 75 S. Frontage Rd. Candidates have until 5 p.m. Oct. 7  

to circulate and return the nominating petitions. A minimum of 10 valid signatures 
from registered voters is required for certification.

Want to know what 
movies are playing 
locally? 

Look for Now Showing in the

strong public school system is essen-
tial to a strong community.

Similarly, the Eagle River Fire Pro-
tection District has a mill levy on the
ballot to support its operations and to
continue to provide world-class serv-
ice to the community equal to our

world-class resorts. This essential
service begs the question of what we
want from our municipal services —
low taxes or world-class services.

We are home to world-class
resorts. I’d like to have a world-class
community to match it. Don’t punish
our local entities due to the irrespon-
sible behavior in Washington or due
to partisan politics. Consider what

type of community you’d like to live
in, and vote “yes” to support our
schools and fire district when you
vote this fall.

Chris Romer, of Eagle-Vail, is speaking
here as a private citizen, as the Vail
Valley Partnership where he works
does not take stances on candidates or
ballot issues.

lose at least half of our out-of-state
hunters within five years due to
these new restrictions. We don’t
want new roads or trails but just to
use the ones that are there.

If you care about recreation and
want to find out what is happening,
check with the Forest Service and
hear the bad news. As a community,
we must get educated and stand up
for our rights.

Randy Guerriero Vail

Postal proposal
The recent profit and loss from

the U.S. Postal Service coordinates
with my suggestion for a work pro-
gram in the new administration.
While I don’t feel we need to create
Works Progress Administration 
programs, my idea would create
jobs and save government 
money. 

A concept of mail delivery as we
know it is archaic. With email, Skype
and fax transmission, the concept of
a person hand-delivering a note

from one party to another has
become obsolete. I propose mail
stations with P.O. boxes, enough to
service every address, to be con-
structed. Over the long term they
would pay for themselves by 
eliminating the outdated system of
letter-carrying. The returns would
be by reduction in delivery person-
nel along with transport facilities
and vehicles. While the housing
market slowly turns around, the
new mail stations would create a
nationwide building project, imme-
diately employing laid-off trades-
men and construction workers.
Either new construction could be
initiated or unused inner-city build-
ings could have a new life via 
renovation. 

The program would start with a
gradual cessation of business deliv-
ery, necessitating all businesses to
collect mail at the depots. Eventual-
ly this would be extended toward
the elimination of residential deliv-
ery and steering everyone to desig-
nated post boxes. 

Upon completion, the United
States would have a network of
sending and receiving depots main-
taining the capacity to initiate 

mail. This plan should be consid-
ered as an economic catalyst as 
well as an ecological one. Mail car-
riers would not immediately lose
their jobs, but a timetable of the
construction of these mail centers
could be coordinated to their retire-
ment options. The cost of the con-
struction would be more than com-
pensated by the reduction in 
payroll. 

Steve Katz Vail
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Write a letter!
Send your letter to

letters@vaildaily.com. Letters and
columns must include the author’s
name, hometown and phone
number (for verification of
authorship only). Because of
space constraints, please try to
limit your letter to 500 words. By
submitting a letter, you are
granting permission for the Daily
to publish it on the paper’s
website.
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