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FALLRIDGE #108

                     Located in the heart of Vail Village
281 Bridge Street, Vail 

(970) 476-1450 • Denver Toll Free 893-3101
www.brandesscadmus.com

Spacious, upgraded 1 bedroom, 2 bath condominium
located on Vail Golf Course.  New kitchen with

granite countertops.  Excellent floor plan & views.
Amenities include pool, hot tub, elevator, under-

ground parking, and on-site management.

Offered at $525,000
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Farm Fresh Chile Rellenos!

Try Them Medium, Hot & Extra Hot!

It’s Extra 
Hot Green
Chile Time! 

It is Harvest Season! 

FIESTA’S
CHILE HARVEST
FESTIVAL
SEPT 24

60% OFF

Ritzy Recalls Ltd.
“Upscale Resale Shop”
Eagle-Vail 970.845.7646

All Summer 
Consignment 

Apparel

$$$

Boardshop

$$$

Today
and Tommorrow

VAIL VILLAGE

vail-oktoberfest.com

Ski and Snowboard
Academy shows gains
as it adds fifth grade
By Randy Wyrick
RWYRICK@VAILDAILY.COM

EAGLE COUNTY — More kids are
attending the county’s schools this year
than last, despite the slumping economy
and local job losses.

Eagle County’s schools have 166 more
students than last year, according to
Wednesday’s head count.

That’s 5,823 students across 17 schools,
up from 5,657 in 2010.

Colorado’s official count-the-school-kid
day is Oct. 1.

The big winner was the new Homestake
Peak School, a pre-kindergarten through
eighth-grade school. It jumped 103 stu-
dents, from 374 students to 477. Homestake
Peak moved into a new facility, a $10.5 mil-
lion remodel of the old Battle Mountain
High School in Eagle-Vail.

Vail Ski and Snowboard Academy added
fifth grade to its student body, and it’s up 49
students, from 90 to 139.

Adding a fifth grade attracted 17 more
kids. The other 32 new VSSA students came
from schools around the county, as well as
other schools and private ski academies
around the state and country, said Geoff
Grimmer, VSSA’s head of school.

VSSA is the only public school/ski acad-
emy in the U.S., and attracts students from
all over Eagle County, and from around the
country.

The only other public ski academies are
in Austria, Norway and France, Grimmer

said.
“We live in Vail, Colorado, and the com-

munity is passionate about skiing and edu-
cation,” Grimmer said.

VSSA moved into its new facility for the
new school year, the former Minturn Mid-
dle School building in Maloit Park.

“It’s a huge boost that Eagle County
schools gave us a dedicated facility,” Grim-
mer said. “We’re excited to be part of the
Eagle County School District.”

Why numbers matter
Numbers matter because Colorado’s

schools are funded on a per-pupil basis,
under Colorado’s 1994 Public School

Finance Act. 
So, if you take 5,823 kids and multiply

them by Colorado’s per-pupil funding of
$6,741, that’s $32,252,843 in state funding.
Add a couple of dedicated property taxes
and other program revenue, and the num-
ber increases to around $49 million that
local schools get to spend on classroom
instruction. All of that comes out of the $52
million general fund, say school district
officials.

The rest of the school district’s $114 mil-
lion budget is spent on line items like pay-
ing off bond debt ($25.5 million), trans-
portation ($2.4 million), and medical
expenses ($9.2 million), say district officials.

Eagle County’s school district has cut $9
million during the last two years, and most
of it has to come from that $52 million gen-
eral fund, say district officials. About 80 per-
cent of the school district’s budget is spent
on salaries and benefits, they say.

The school district is asking local voters
for a tax increase — up to $6 million a year.

That $6 million would offset the cuts it
has had to make, it says.

Most of the money for schools comes
from property taxes and vehicle registration
taxes.

That money goes to the state govern-
ment, which distributes it to the state’s 178
school districts based on the number of stu-
dents in each of those districts.

The least any school district can receive
per pupil in 2011-12 is $5,634,77, allotted in
this year’s School Finance Act.

Other factors figure in, including a school
district’s cost of living, personnel costs and
the size of the district.

In Eagle County’s case, that equation
puts per-pupil funding at $6,741.

If the local funding sources don’t raise
enough money to hit that per-pupil funding
mark, the state makes up the difference.

Except when the state doesn’t have the
money, either.

In Eagle County, the state’s per-pupil
funding dropped from $7,149 to $6,741, the
amount of money state officials say they
can come up with in the struggling econo-
my.

Almost half of Colorado’s state budget is
spent on education, $5.2 billion for 2011-12,
according to the Colorado Department of
Education.

Staff Writer Randy Wyrick can be reached
at 970-748-2935 or rwyrick@vaildaily.com.

Enrollment increases for new school year

KRISTIN ANDERSON | kanderson@vaildaily.com
A head count of students in Eagle County Schools this week showed there are 166
more students this year than last.


