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Pregnancy-
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Disagrees with Gustafson
I was a bit startled to read Mr. Gustafson’s

comments (Valley Voices, Thursday’s Vail
Daily) that President Obama surrounds
himself with Maoists and socialists and that
he despises the Constitution, but then I
understood. Gustafson is scared to death
that someone might curtail some of his tax
write-offs in order to fund education, pro-
grams for the disabled, Social Security (of
which I doubt he has need) and other social
programs.

I wonder if he is one who thinks if a per-
son is not well to do, it is his or her own fault.
Or does he really think the private sector will
take care of those in need? Hah! The trickle-
down theory isn’t working very well. The
more money large businesses make, the
more their stockholders and CEOs make. It
doesn’t mean they are hiring more. If fact, it
probably means they are figuring out how to
cut jobs for more profit.

President Obama is not trying to kill capi-
talism; he is trying to make sure the majori-
ty of people in this country have a decent life.

Katherine Delanoy Eagle

Great ride
It was inspiring to see all the cyclists, vol-

unteers and sponsors who came out to sup-
port the 10th annual Comcast Colorado-
Eagle River Ride on July 23. From the riders
who braved their first century ride in siz-
zling temperatures to aid-station workers
who got up at the crack of dawn to make
sandwiches and sports drinks, everyone
played a part in making the charity ride a
huge success. 

This year, we had more than 100 more

riders than last year, and they enjoyed the
scenic ride thanks to the help of nearly 50
volunteers. Generous community sponsors
include Vail-Summit Orthopaedics, the Vail
Daily, The Dusty Boot, Vail Resorts Echo,
First Bank, KSKE, US Bank, Optic Nerve,
Closet Factory, Beaver Creek Resort, Vail
Athletic Club, Westin Riverfront Resort and
Spa, KZYR, Mercury Payment Systems, Slif-
er Smith and Frampton, Vail Honeywagon,
Maximum Comfort Pool and Spa and the
Sitzmark Lodge.

As chairman of the board of directors for
SOS Outreach, I’d like to thank everyone
who made the ride possible. The ride is
youth nonprofit SOS Outreach’s largest
fundraiser of the year and usually raises
about $50,000, which goes toward SOS’ mis-
sion — to inspire youth to make positive
decisions for successful lives through
adventure sports.

As a result of the River Ride, SOS Out-
reach has been able to reach more at-risk
kids than ever through more programs.
Among SOS’ recent successes is the growth
of two new permanent offices in Lake
Tahoe and in Jupiter, Fla. Also, we are excit-
ed to launch the masters program in Eagle
and Summit counties. The new program
works with kids year-round through activi-
ties such as snowboarding, backpacking
trips and mountain biking. Adult mentors
work with the kids through leadership
workshops and service projects that give
back to the community.

We are proud to operate these programs
efficiently and responsibly, with more than
90 percent of revenues going exclusively to
running our programs. To all our support-
ers, thank you for making our work possible
— the work we do would not be possible
without your commitment to youth.

Robert Veitch Chairman, SOS Outreach board of
directors
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