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JOIN THE VAIL SYMPOSIUM FOR A

ROBUST DEBATE

Special local’s 
appreciation 
ticket pricing 
with local ID: 
Only $15!

Purchase tickets at: 
www.vailsympsium.org 
or 970-476-0954

LEGAL OR NOT?
MARIJUANA:

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17, 2011
5:30 PM RECEPTION
6:00 PM PANEL DISCUSSION
VAIL MOUNTAIN SCHOOL | VAIL

Will marijuana become legal in Colorado? Should 
it? Efforts are being made to place an initiative 
on the ballot. What about the war on drugs? Is it 
a battle worth fighting? Can the drug cartels be 
controlled?

Congressman Jared Polis, Executive Director 
of the Drug Policy Alliance; Ethan Nadelmann, 
Colorado Attorney; General John Suthers; and 
Former DEA agent Anthony Coulson ponder 
these weighty questions in a panel discussion on 
a topic that has been hotly debated. 
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Fine furnishings, accessories and design

Quality home furnishings and 
accessories at affordable prices

1031 S. Frontage Rd.
Just west of Vail/

Lionshead Marriott Resort
Mon-Sat 10-6pm and Sun 12-5pm.

970-476-1320
homeoutfi ttersvail.com

Vail Daily- 970-748-2956
Available at the Vail Daily Tents
at the markets every weekend

Colorado Ski & Snowboard Museum - Vail

L I M I T E D  E D I T I O N
L I T H O G R A P H

Belmont Deli
Want to 
know what 
movies 
are playing 
locally?

Look for 
Now Showing

in the High Life 
section every 

Friday.

All school board members
speak in favor of asking
voters for tax increase

By Randy Wyrick
RWYRICK@VAILDAILY.COM

EAGLE — The school board says it
will ask taxpayers for more money. Now
it has to figure out how to phrase the
question.

“We owe it to the community to at least
ask the voters,” said Ross Morgan, a school
board member. “I can’t in good conscience
not ask the voters. It’s not fair to the kids to
not give it a chance.”

A round of comments last week from
school board members echoed that senti-
ment. Comments from the large crowd,
mostly school district employees, also
urged the school board to ask voters for an
annual $6.5 million tax increase in
November.

And so, the school board will spend two
and possibly more meetings nailing down
the ballot language.

“For me, this is a vote for public educa-
tion,” said board member T.J. Johnson.

It’s a tough time to ask for a tax increase,
board members said. But without it, the
school district said it could face another
$4.5 million cut in state funding. That
would come on the heels of $9 million in
state funding cuts over the past two years.

The district’s total budget this year is
$114,932,316. 

Board members said public opinion falls
largely into two categories:

• Go forward with the tax increase.
• Don’t even consider it.
Johnson said he’s consistently told that

people want everything to stay great, but
they want someone else to pay for it.

“At some point, we have to be willing to
take $10 out of our pockets,” he said.

David Lyle, a parent with a young child
starting school, pointed out that the $9 mil-
lion budget cut takes the school district
back to its 2007-08 spending level.

“I’m living at that level myself,” Lyle said,
who added that he’s out of work right now.
“It seems we have capitulated to going for-
ward with the mill levy. I’m not advocating
against it, but it will be difficult for me and
my family.”

For the school district, belt-tightening
could mean another round of job cuts,
said Sandra Smyser, school district
superintendent.

School board members said avoiding
those job cuts would be a form of econom-
ic development.

“Every family in this county is tightening
its belt and voter sentiment seems to ask
why we don’t tighten our belt. There’s a cost
to tighten our belt,” Smyser said.

“Living within our means mean larger
classrooms, additional fees and other cuts.
We have tightened our belts over the last
two years,” said board member Jeannie
McQueeney.

Facing a fight
The tax increase would face a fight and

some competition on the ballot.
A poll of likely voters in November’s

School tax appears headed
to the voters in November

School tax, page A11
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THE VAIL VALLEY FOUNDATION & VAIL SYMPOSIUM Present

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24, 5:00PM
VILAR PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

WHY IS 
AMERICA BEHIND 

THE WORLD 
IN EDUCATION?
A Continuing Discussion About
Education Reform in The U.S.

Featuring

Acclaimed Filmmaker Robert Compton
and Condensed Edits of His Two 
World Renowned Documentaries

TICKETS ON SALE NOW:  $10
Available at the Vilar Center Box Office and the Market Place Box Office 

in Vail Village. Also, online at www.vilarpac.org, or by calling
(970) 845-TIXS(8497) or 888-920-ARTS(2787)

Prior to the Robert Compton presentation from 3:30-4:15 p.m., join the 

Colorado Children’s Campaign for a FREE discussion of the trends in 

education, health and overall wellbeing affecting children in the Vail 

Valley. Complimentary refreshments in the Vilar Center lobby.

Graciously underwritten by Rachel & Brad Cohen, Karen & Mike 
Herman and Joy & Benjamin Warren.

We would also like to acknowledge Robert Compton’s
generous donation of his time and talents.

Find what you are looking for inFind what you are looking for in
the Vail Daily Classifi eds.the Vail Daily Classifi eds.

In print and online.In print and online.           

vaildaily.com/classifi eds
    970-845-9937

I found these I found these
fantastic fantastic

golf clubs in the golf clubs in the
Vail Daily Vail Daily

Classifi eds.Classifi eds.

mail-ballot election found support running at 40 percent.
It should be at 58 percent to be confident of passing, said
the polling company.

However, that poll did not include any of the school dis-
trict’s 900 employees.

The local school district’s tax increase would likely be on
the same ballot as state Sen. Rollie Heath’s statewide tax
increase. The Boulder Democrat handed the Colorado Sec-
retary of State’s office 145,000 signatures last week. He
needs the valid signatures of 86,105 registered Colorado
voters to make the November ballot.

Dee Wisor, an attorney with Sherman and Howard who’s
working with the school district on this issue, was not
encouraging about Heath’s statewide proposal. Polling data
found Heath’s proposal lacked significant public support.

“Rollie’s heart is in the right place, but it does face an
uphill challenge,” Wisor said.

Anne Heckman, principal of Brush Creek Elementary
School in Eagle and Mitch Forsberg, Gypsum Elementary
School principal, spoke on behalf of all of the district’s ele-
mentary schools.

“We know what the worst-case scenario might look like.
Let’s go ahead with this and to get to the best-case sce-
nario,” Heckman said.

Robert Ellsworth has been a local teacher and coach for
years. He was the first Wednesday to speak in favor of the
proposed tax increase.

“We’re here as a family, we’re here to be successful and
to make everyone else successful,” Ellsworth said.

SCHOOL TAX
FROM PAGE A10

Daily staff report
NEWSROOM@VAILDAILY.COM

VAIL — Japanese restaurant Matsuhisa is opening in Vail
Village’s Solaris on Thursday.

Nobu Matsuhisa, a premier chef of Japanese cuisine, will
be opening his 29th restaurant in the Shops at Solaris. Clas-
sically trained in Tokyo, Matsuhisa takes traditional Japan-
ese cuisine and infuses it with South American and West-
ern flavors. Matsuhisa Vail is a sister restaurant of Mat-
suhisa Aspen, which has consistently been regarded as one
of the top restaurants in Aspen since 1998.

Along with Nobu Matsuhisa, the active partners are
Nobuko Kang, Michael and Steve Goldberg and regional
manager/partner Todd Clark. The restaurant will be locat-
ed in the lobby space of The Solaris Residences.

“Solaris is the new town center for Vail, and Matsuhisa is
the crown jewel of Solaris,” said Solaris developer Peter
Knobel. “We have brought world-class art and architecture
to Vail and we are happy and proud to also bring a world-
class restaurant to North America’s premier ski resort.”

For reservations at Matsuhisa, call 970-476-NOBU.

Matsuhisa opening
in Vail on Thursday


