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Gilman for Holy Cross board

You have likely already received a ballot in the
mail from Holy Cross Energy for the annual board
of directors election. I am running for a board
position in the Northern District and ask for your
support.

I know utility elections seem pretty mundane
and unimportant, but I promise you — this actual-
ly matters. Just seven people in western Colorado
get the final say in important decisions that direct-
ly affect us all. It is critical that board members
have in-depth knowledge about the needs and
usage of the members to pave a well-informed
path forward. I understand as well as anyone how
important affordable, reliable and clean electrici-
ty is to you, your families and your businesses. I
have worked one-on-one with hundreds of home-
owners, business owners and tenants to reduce
energy usage and save money. I’m also a local
small-business owner with experience making dif-
ficult financial and planning decisions and would
be able to represent the best interests of the mem-
bers. The strength of Holy Cross and its board has
everything to do with the board’s members, so I
hope you will consider voting this year. 

I look forward to working with this great com-
munity to help make it even better. Please visit
www.megangilman.com for more information,
and don’t forget to mail your signed ballot by June
4.

Megan Gilman Eagle-Vail

A leader lost
I am so saddened to read the news of the pass-

ing of Tim Cochrane, founder of Vail Mountain
Search and Rescue.

I had the pleasure, actually it was an unfortu-
nate pleasure due to unfortunate circumstances,
of meeting Tim on Oct. 11.  I was in Edwards as
my 31-year-old son, James Nelson, left on Oct. 3
for a five-day, 25-mile solo backpacking trip in
the Holy Cross Wilderness Area. He was to have
been picked up at noon at Half Moon Pass trail-
head by his fiancee and her two friends Oct 8. He
never arrived. After waiting seven hours for him
to return, the authorities were alerted. Vail Search
and Rescue spent four days, more than 1,000
man-hours, using dog teams and helicopters
looking for James but found absolutely no clue as
to his whereabouts. Tim came to the area we were
waiting at to brief us on all the possibilities of
what could have happened. He also told us how
he started Vail Mountain Rescue and why. He
told us some of his numerous rescues. Tim was
an experienced person at SAR and very dedicat-
ed to this mission.

Below is my Facebook comment:
“This man was incredible! I had the fortunate

(unfortunate) pleasure of meeting him when we
were in Colorado this last October. He was very
much involved in the search for James. His dedica-
tion to finding those lost in the wilderness was
unsurpassable. In all his years of founding and
being the boss of Vail Search and Rescue, James is
only the third person not to be recovered. Tim and
all that volunteer for Vail Mountain are very sin-
cere, compassionate and sensitive people. They
are very dedicated and take their motto very very
seriously: ‘Leave no man behind.’ Tim will be
greatly missed! I feel blessed to have met this man
and to know that he helped in the search of my
son. Dan and Steve will do an awesome job in car-
rying on Tim’s work. God bless you, Tim, and
Thank-you for all the lives you have saved in your
30+ years of dedication to SAR.

“My sincere condolences to his wife and family,
Dan Smith, Steve Zuckerman, and Sheriff Joseph
Hoy. Thank you all for sharing this man with so
many. I am grateful for having met such a wonder-
ful caring person and appreciate all that was done
to find my son. Though James is still lost some-
where in Holy Cross Wilderness, I know the failure
to find him and bring him down from the moun-
tain was very devastating to this team.”

Cathy Nelson

Preparing for the end
My response to Richard Carnes’ recent article

about the end of the world occurring on May 21

(also loudly endorsed by the Christian Radio Net-
work) is, given this, can I quit paying my 30-year
mortgage and credit-card bills? Any advice on how
to dress for the Rapture? I’m guessing it’ll be quite
warm.

Tim Moffet Vail

Great open space project
Dear Eagle County commissioners,
As residents of Homestead, we want to thank

you for supporting the purchase and protection of
the Scudder Webster parcel that has provided us
a beautiful — albeit tentative — respite from the
busy town of Edwards.

Those of us who have lived here awhile have
been very concerned as to the future of this beau-
tiful open space.

We hike, bike and snowshoe what is widely
known around here as “the loop” all year round. It
has been our distinct pleasure to just enjoy the
view, as well. The thought of it being developed
has concerned us greatly through the years.

But now, your vision, coupled with an incredibly
affordable opportunity, allows it to remain open
and publicly accessible for all time. What an amaz-
ing gift! Please know that we entirely support the
preservation of this beautiful property and look
forward to sharing it with all the residents of Eagle
County.

This project exemplifies exactly why we sup-
ported paying a portion of our property tax bills to
acquire and protect open space. We are complete-
ly supportive and commend your vision to
include this and other open space buffers
between communities in Eagle County. Such
planning is critical to our quality of life and
enhances the experience of all who live and play
in Edwards.

Thank you, thank you, thank you!

Marka Moser, Tom and Kim Davies, Nancy and Jeff
Hanson, Ben Gaieski, Beth Runyon, Nancy and John
Cole, Karen Gallagher, Carol Johnson, Lynn Emmert,

Dale L. Nelson Jr., Mindy Brill, Will and Michelle
Darken, Tony Mauro, Jeanette Brown, Sharon Meyer,

Annie Goodman, Eric Baldwin, Larry and Sandi
Agneberg, Michael and Lisa Connolley, Dorothy and

John Cummins, Alan and Hazel Cope, Nina Dippy, Jackie
and Ken Marchetti, John and Carol Krueger, Norman

Bowles, Rod and Michelle Connolly, Chuck and Lori
Wachendorfer, Rick and Dana Cook, Karen Shupe, Anne

Evans, Ellen Eaton, Adam and Judy Leseur, Patricia
Blood, Shelly and Chris Jarnot, Liza and Doug Alrick,

Rebecca Levi-Cohen, Delfina Darquier and Ian Parham,
Carri and John Tedstrom, Jay and Susi Livran, Jono and

Michelle Ridler, Albrecht and Ilse Kopp, Laura Coyne,
Patrick and Rebecca Bultemeier, Tommy and Debbie

King, Eric and Kim Strauch, Tom and Dana Braun, Andi
and MC Malboeuf, Mike and Joni Claymon, Deb and Rob

Shay, Tom and Betty Newpower, Wendy Collins, New
New Wallace, Mary and Glen Ellison, Sara Thurston,

Rose Stratton, Steve and Joelle Hill, Alice Pankey, Heiko
Hans Mues, Lori Hennessy, Jill Wilson, Kristen Tang,

Vickae Meenach, Mike Marston, Rose Stratton, Dave
Lach, Eric Meyer, Don McRee, Kristi and Asher Maslan,
Carrie Mills Dill, Bethany Boston-Johnson, Mike and Jill

Lange, Stephen and Brenda Beairsto, Meg and Tomas
Sierant, Craig and Rosie Bruntz, Jim and Linda Harding,

and Dan and Jill Chalfant

Generation to generation
I found your website and saw a picture of my

granddaughter Jennifer Richert with one of her
students. I am now 80 years old, and I am happy to
see that she is teaching, as I was also a teacher for
several years, and so was her great-grandfather,
who taught high school science in San Francisco
for many years. I wish her my best and admire her
for her wonderful achievements.

Beverly J. Ohrer Springfield, Ore.
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Write a letter!
Send your letter to letters@vaildaily.com. 

NATURE
‘WHAT WOULD BE UGLY IN A GARDEN CONSTITUTES BEAUTY IN
A MOUNTAIN.’

Victor Hugo
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters, page A6

Editor’s note: The following is an
excerpt from the Vail Homeowners
Association monthly report in May.
We plan to publish weekly excerpts
from the association, which keeps a
close eye on economic and political
trends in and outside the town. The
newsletter’s electronic version with
links to supporting documents is avail-
able at www.vailhomeowners.com.

Have Vail’s traditional growth
problems — parking and affordable
housing — become issues of the
past? These issues have become so
ingrained in the community’s politi-
cal psyche that they will not be easily
set aside. There are those who are of
the opinion that their continued pub-
lic debate,
championed
by local pop-
ular politi-
cos, could be
obscuring
more impor-
tant commu-
nity issues.
As some see
it, before new
economic realities can take hold in
Vail, the town government must find
itself in an untenable position by
spending down its financial reserves
in a vain attempt to keep popular
local issues as the central theme of its
agenda.

What is now playing out in the eco-
nomic decline of Vermont’s ski com-
munities could be replicated in Eagle
County but on a much larger scale.
There is a rebalancing process under
way in the local economy. There is a
political appetite for more develop-
ment but a disbelief that it will occur
any time soon because of national
economic conditions. The collapse of
the construction industry as a year-
round employer has reset the local
economic priority to filling high-end
destination guest beds, now the
mainstay of the local economy.

The three-decade-long drumbeat
for a “year round” economy is being
replaced with a quest to return to
core strengths by maximizing rev-
enues during prime summer and
winter tourism seasons.

The “shoulder” season remains the
providence of a slow revival in the
“group” business market that can be
attributed to several new midsize
conference facilities built in new
hotel properties. Faded from the
scene, after 20 years of throwing mil-
lions of dollars at designing elaborate
public and private development
schemes, is the “year-round econo-
my” concept of a publicly subsidized
1,100-plus-seat convention and con-
ference center.

There is an emerging reality that is
being borne out by gains in Vail
Resorts revenues as the shape and
profitability of its post-recession mar-
keting strategies play out. However,
the longevity of marketing-driven
gains can be ephemeral. Vail is fortu-
nate — it has its 50th-anniversary cel-
ebration and the 2015 World Alpine
Ski Championships to keep it focused
on developing new markets and cater-
ing to its traditional base. In the view of

Homeowners, page A6
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