
Minturn Middle School is an Expeditionary Learning school, that stresses high quality work 
through authentic audiences and purposes, and in-depth investigations of cross-curricular 
content. 
 
As the Writing teacher, my assignment--the standards being taught--was for 7th graders to use 
their learning from Science class on the Mountain Pine Beetle, as well as effects of climate 
change we see here in Eagle County, to create a persuasive piece. If you'd like more information 
on what science content was taught in regards to climate change (some students chose to use 
the phrase "global warming" in their letters), you will have to contact the Science teacher- 
april.slagle@eagleschools.net. 
 
Getting published in the local newspaper created a highly motivational "authentic" audience for 
my kids. I am absolutely no expert on the issue of global warming... My goal was for students to 
demonstrate understanding of persuasive techniques (strong language, a clear stance/purpose, 
engaging leads, clear organization, etc...) and business letter formatting. 
 
I appreciate the concerns of Vail Daily readers, as everyone is entitled to an opinion. However, 
the focus of the assignment was not on global warming. In fact, the prompt for the letters was, 
"Write a letter to the editor explaining your stance on climate change and its affects on Eagle 
County." 
 
Global warming is not being taught in our school. However, there are non debatable scientific 
facts that show how our climate is changing--natural or man-made... those effects are what 
students are learning, not what caused them.  
 
The solutions the children proposed for ideas that cut back on carbon footprints, were of their 
own their own founding... but nonetheless, I really don't think suggesting we be more 
responsible in the way we treat the environment (recycling for example) shows irresponsibility 
or one-sidedness!  
 
In short, there is no debate on the global warming issue at MMS, for one side or the other. My 
students nailed a Writing assignment with beautifully written letters that they got to see 
published, and more importantly, saw first-hand that their voices can be heard... apparently 
LOUD AND CLEAR!!!  

 

Kristen Morgan 
7th & 8th Writing Teacher 
Minturn Middle School 
 
"Life is not about waiting for the storm to pass- It is about learning to dance 
in the rain!" 
-Unknown 

 


